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This remarkable Cuckoo, clad so completely in the guisé of | 





Common King-crow (Dicruras macrocercus), is found, though ] 
~~ 


ringly, throughout India. I have procured it on the Malabar 
st, the Wynaad, in-Central India, and at Darjeeling. “It has 
sn found in other parts of the Himalayas, also m Ceyion, where 
is said not to be rare, and in Tenasserit and Burmah.- Does this 
uckoo select the nest of the,Drongo in which to deposit her 
ys? If so, the foster-parents would hardly be undoceived even 
hen the bird had arrived at maturity. One day, in Upper Burmah, 
saw a King-crow pursuing what at first I believed to be another 
f his own species; but a peculiar call that the pursued bird was 
uttering, and some white in its plumage, which, I observed as it 
passed close to me, led me to suppose that it was a Drongoscuckoo, 
wich had perhaps been detected (this being the breeding season) 
about the nest of the Dierurus. Mr. Blyth relates that he 
obtained a pure white egg in the same nest with four eags of J. 
macrocercus, and which, he remarks, may have been that of the 
Drongo-cuckoo. 

I am ignorant of the note of this Cuckoo, but it is probably 
similar in character to that of Polyphasia ; for Horsficld named the 
Malayan race from its plaintive call. I once or twice, in the valley 
of the Rungnoo, near Darjecling, heard what I considered to be the 
call of 72 nigra; but |} never procured that bird in Sikhim, and 
the call may have been that of S. dieruroides. 

A second species of this genus exists in the G@ lugubria of 
Horsfield ; which, indeed, approuches our bird very closely, and is 
doubtfully distinet, according to Strickland ; but it appears to be 
always a smaller race, and with the tail less distinctly forked 
than in our Indian bird. 


Gen. Curroscoccyx; Boie. 


a 


Syn. Chalcites, Lesson. 
Char.—Bill as in Cucules, but a little more depressed at tlie 
base, and quite entire at tip ; wings puinted ; 2nd quill longer than 
the 4th; 3rd nearly as lung; the feathers of the rump ‘and 

upper tail-coverts, soft; and tarsi very short and Much plumed, 
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This is a enaninit group of very diminutive Cues! clad in_ 
resplendent golden-green or purple metallic. colours. They’ are 
natives of Africa, India, and Malayana, extending to Australia, 


211. Chrysococcyx Hodgsoni, Moore. 


Horsr., Cat. 1029—C. chalcites, apud BLyTu, Cat. 3552 
C. smaracdinus, BLytu—Cuc. Malayanus, Gray, Gen. Birds, 2, 
pl. 117—Trogon ufaculatus, GMEL., after Brown, Il. Ind, Zoof, 
pl. 13,—Angpha, Lepch.—C. lucidus, apud JERDON 2nd Suppl., 
Cat. 225 bis. 

Tue EmMrratp Cuckoo. 

» Deser.— Above prilliant emerald-green with a rich golden gloss ; 
beneath*white, with cross-bars of syining green ; tail, with the outer 
feathers barred with white externally. ‘ 

Bill yellow, tipped dusky; irides red-brown; feet reddish- 
cinereous. 

Length 64 to 7 inches ; wing 44; tail 3; bill at front § ; tarsus $. 

Some specimens, smaller and more bronzed, are supposed to be 
females. 

The young bird is dingy shining greenish, sometimes barredgyith 
rufous, above, especially on the saile beneath whitish, with dusky 
greenish bars throughout. One, in the rufous phase, has the 
upper parts rufous, barred with rather dull green ; under parts white, 
banded throughout with dusky-greenish ; Lill blackish-ycllow at the , 
base. Anotlfer, has the head and najrgchesnut, the back coppery, 
the tail with rufous bands, and the under-parts barred. 

Thiavery lovely Cuckoo is rare in India, but more common in the 
Burmese provinces. It has been procured rarely in Central India. 
It is also found in the Himalayas and in Ceylon. I procured 
it only once near Darjeeling at about 4,000 feet of elevation. 
Nothing is recorded of its habits ; but the one which I shot had eaten 
insects. The Australian C. lucidus (which it much resembles, but 
hus the lower bands closer,) is said to deposit its single egg in the 
nest of the Afalurus and Acanthiza; and it is remarkable thatythe 
egg is generally deposited in a domed nest with a very small hole 
for entrance. In New Zealand, however, it is said to select tho 
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nest of the Fan-tailed Flycatcher (Rhtpidura). The egg is clear 
olive-brown, somewhat paler at the smaller end. n : . 

‘Three more species are recorded from Malayana; one of ahi 
(found also in S. Burmah) is of a beautiful amethystine colour 
above, C. xanthorhynchos, Horsf. The other two are C. Malayanus 
and C. basalis. 


The next birds belong to a peculiar section, with the plumagé’ 
mostly black or very dark, and it consists of two distinct genera, 
one with the bill of Cucu/us, but the head crested ; the other with a 
much stronger and deeper bill, and with the sexes permanently 
differing in colour. 


Gen. Coccystrs, Gover. 


Syn, Oxylophus, Swains: Fiolius, Less. . 

Char.—tHead crested; bill slender and Cuculine, but more com- 
pressed, slightly curving at first, suddenly bent down at the tip, 
which is entire; nostrils basal, lengthened and ovate, close to edge 
of mandible ; wings moderate, slichtly rounded ; 8rd and 4th quills 
sub-equal, or ce quill lonzes:; tail long, graduated; tarsus 
longer than in Cuculus, not feathered; feathers of the rump soft. 

*The Cuckoos of this s genus are found in Africa and India. They 
are somewhat allied to the American Cuckoos by having a series of 
small rudimentary plumelets as eyelashes, and by their wholly 
unbarred plumage. They have an erectile pointed crest, and lay 
greenish-blue evys, of larger relative dimensions than those of Cucu- 
dus. ‘The Indian species are parasitic and exclusively insectivorous, 
One extends to the south of Europe, C. glandarius, and has been 
killed in Treland; and it is said, but I have no doubt erroneously, 
to build its own nest. This has a longer wing than the Indian birds, 
and belongs to a different section, having a much more Cuculine 
aspeas. 

212. Coccystes melanoleucos, Gar. 


Cuculus, apud GueLIN—Btytn, Cat. 362—Horsr., Cat. 1014— 

. Leptosomus apud Franxuin—and Sykes, Cat. 126—Oxylophus 
edoliua,y Swainson; and Jexpon, Cat. 226—O. ater, and serra- 
tvides, Hovesox—-O. serratus, apud Gray —Hopiya, Hind, also 
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Chatuk—Kola Bulbul, Beng.—Gola kokila, Tél., i. e. + Milkman 
Cuckoo ;' also Tunguda gurankah. and 
Tre Piep Cresten CucKoo. 


Descr.— Above, uniform black, with a greenish shine; bases of the 
primaries white, forming a conspicuous wing-spot; all the tail- 
feathers tipped white, broadly, except the central pair Which are 
very natrowly tipped; under parts dull white; in some, especially 
the females, lightly tinged with fulvescent. 

A young bird in the Mus. As. Soc, Calcutta, has some of the 
feathers edged whitish, but the nestling plumage is simply dull 
black above, fulvous beneath, and very much resembling in this 
state the adult plumage of some of the American Cuckoos; bill 
in the young bird, yellow. 

The 3rd and 4th primaries are equal, and the 2ad is much shorter 
than the fifth, about equal to the (th. 

Bill black; legs leaden-blue; irides red-brown, Length 13 
inches; extent 17}; wing 53; tail 7; bill at front } to 7h; 
tarsus }2; weight 22 oz. 

“This Pied Cuckov is found over all India, being rare on the 
Malabar coast, common in the Carnatic, and not uncommon through- 
out Central India to Bengal, where it is only at all common in the 
rains. Jtismore abundant in Upper Pegu than anywhere else that 
I have observed it. 1 mention this, because Mr. Blyth was 
informed that it was rare on the Eastern side of the Bay of Bengal. 
I have seeu it on the Neilgherries up to 5,000 fect. It frequents 
jungles, groves, gardens, hedges and avenues, generally alone, 
eometimes in pairs or small parties. At the breeding season it is 
Very noisy, two or three males (apparently) often followingya 
female, uttering their loud peculiar call, which is a high pitehed 
* wild metallic note. It utters this very constantly during its flight, 
which is not rapid, from onc tree to another, and occasionally at a 
considerable height. As Mr. Blyth has remarked, it does not rt 
all affect concealment, perching often on a bare branch, or on 
the top of a bush, and not unfrequently alizhting on the ground. | 
, feeds on insects, chiefly mantides, grasshoppers, caterpillar 
The female lays her CEs usually ip the nest of ‘the Maluco. 
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cerci. I found a young ‘one in the nest of Jf. griseus, in a thick 
Euphorbia hedge at Coimbatore; and Layard, in Ceylon, found a 
pair of the Malacacerct of Ceylon, feeding a young one. Theobald 
also obtained the egg from the nest of A. candatve; and Blyth 
from that of Af, bengalensis: it is deep creenish-blue, and bluntly 
éval at both ends. Latham mentions that it is said to lay its egy 
in the nest of the Chatarrhea, Malacocercus bengalensis. 

This bird, remarks Mr. Phillips, makes‘n great figure in Hindu 
poetry, under the name of Chatak. 


213. Coccystes Coromandus, Liv. 


Cuculus, apud Linnazus—BiyTu., Cat. 363—Hoksr, Cat. 1013 
—JrRpon, Cat. 227—Cuc. collaris, ViEILLOT— Ferra gola kokéla. 
Tel. ,— Zseben, Lepch. . 

Tur Rep-wixeGep Crvstep Cuckoo 


Deacr.—Upper parts, with the tertiaries, black, glossed with 
green, paler on the tertiaries, and less glossed on the head; a con- 
spicuous half-collar of white encircles the nape; wings deep ferru- 
ginous, with the tips of the primaries and secondaries dusky ; under 
parts white, a little tinged with fulvous, except the lower tail-c verts, 
which are green-black, and the throat and for@neck, which are deep 
ochreous, fulvous in some; in others, probably females, light 
fulvous. 

Bill black ; legs leaden; iridcs red-brown; inside of the mouth 
dull coral-red. Length M44 inches; extent 18}; wing 64; 
tail 845; bill at front 1 in; tarsus 

The wings are shorter and more rounded than in the last ; 4th and 
5th primaries equal and longest ; 3rd equal to 6th, or very little 
shorter. ™ 

A young bird in the Mus. As. Soc. has the feathers of the head 
and some of those of ‘the wing-coverts edyed with rufous. 

The coloring of this bird, it may be mentioned, has some points 
in common with Centropus. “v4 - 

‘Tt appears to be a rare spocics everywhere, though generally 

spread through India and Ceylon, extending into Burmah Tilt 


) wlayana. It is said to be common in Tenasserim and the 
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Malayan peninsula. 1 have scen it in Malabar and the Carnatic, 
and it is also found in Central India, and not very uncommonly in 
Bengal; in the latter country only during the rains. I obtained 
it in Sikhim in the warmer valleys. I do not know its call, nor 
if it has any peculiarity of habit. - 

Besides the C. glandurius, already alluded to, there are two 
other species, both of them African, and one of them was lony 
confounded with our Indian bird, C. serratus; the other, C. afer. 


The next forms a group by itself, distinguished among other 
points by its thick green bill, by the’ sexes diffesing-in colour, 
and by their frugivorous diet. 

Gen. Eupynamys, Vigors and Horsf. 


+ Char.—Bill strong, thick, vertically deep, much curved at tip, 
and hooked; the lower mandible nearly straight; gonys_ slightly 
undulated upwards; nostrils long, oval; wings, with the 4th quill 
longest ; tail lengthened, rounded ; rump and upper tail-feathers 
soft; tarsus strong, not feathered below the joint, flattened 
in front. 

This genus includes several nearly allied species from India, 
Malayane, and Australia, and is indeed mostly oceanic. The inal, 
which is generally thagsmaller bird, is black, and the female more 
or less spotted with white. They are the most frugivorous of all 
the Cuculine. 


214. Eudynamys orientalis, Liv. 


Cuculus, apud Linn.—PI. Enl. 273, f.1—Jurpon, Cat. 228— 
Blyth, Cat, 358—Horsr., Cat. 1034—Syxrs, Cat. 127—C, niger, 
Mindanensis, and scolopaceus L.—C. maculatus, GarELIn (the 
female)—Avel 11., the female sometimes called koreyala, i. ‘e. the 

- ‘spotted’ Aoki, Beng.—KXokila, Tel., the male being called 
Nallak., and the female Poduk. ' 


Tae InpdIAN KoOE.. 
Descr,—Male, lossy frreenish black throughout. hie 
Bili pale meenish; inside of the mouth reddish; irides_ fine 
crimson ; legs elaty blue. Length 15} inches ; extent 23 i wing 745, é‘ 
4 > bill at front 1; tarsus 1}. 
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The female is glossy dusky-green, spotted with white above, and 
the wings and tail banded with white ; beneath white, with black 
epots, longitudinal on the throat and neck, somewhat heart-shaped 
or atrow-shaped on the breast, and transverse on the abdomen, 
thigh-coverts, and under tail-coverts. 

Lengtl17} inches; wing nearly 8; tail 8. 

The young female has the white spots and marks much tinged 
with rufous; and the young male has a good deal of white on 
his plumage. 

Thia well-known species is.found throughout India, extending 
to Ceylon, the Burmese countries, and parts of Malayana to the Phi- 
lippines. It frequents gardens, groves, avenues, and open jungles; 
and feeds almost exclusively, I believe, on fruit of various kinds, 
especially on those of the banian, peepul, and other figs ; also, saya 
Mr. Blyth, much on that of Mimusops elengi. Several may often be 
seen together on one tree; but it is not gregarious. Mr. Blyth 
States that it ejects by the mouth the large seeds of any fruit 
that it has caten. - 

The Koel is by no means a shy bird; but has-the usual quiet 
unobtrusive habits of the ordinary Cuckoos, gliding about the 
branches of trees: when it takes wing, however, it is remarkable 
for its noisy cries. 

About the breeding season the Koel is very noisy, and may be 
then heard at all times, even during the night, frequently uttering 
its well-known cry of ka-il ku-il, increasing in vivour and inten- 
sity as it goes gn. The male bird has also another note, which 
Blyth syllables as Z{v-whee-ho, or Ho-a-o, or Ho-y-o. When it takes 
flight, it has yet another somewhat melodious and rich liquid 
call; all thoroughly Cuculine. 


The female Koel, as has long been known in In:lia, pa. her * 


eggs almost exclusively in the nest of the Common Crow (Corvus 
aplendens), more rarely in that of the Carrjon Crow (C. cudminatus). 
She only, in general, lays one egy in each Crow's nest, and mostly, 
but not always, destroys the eggs of the Crow at the time of de- 
positing her own. It is a popular belief that the Crow discovers 
the imposture when the young Koel is nearly full-grown, and 
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bills are brightly coloured, and the bare skin round the edge is 
considerably developed, and generally highly coloured, blue, or 
green, or crimson. ‘Ihey live mainly on insects. 

Some systematists include in this family the Crotophage of S. 
America, and the Scythrops of Australia; but the former are 
more nearly,related to the birds of the next sub-family, and per- 
haps fprm a sub-family of their own; and Scthryops appears to 
be alink between the Cuculine and Phenicophaina, being allied 
to the one by colour and parasitic habits, and to the other by the 
structure of its bill, wings and legs. 


Gen. ZANCLOSTOMUS, Swainson. 


Char.—Bill much compressed throughout, curved both at the 
culmen and lower mandible; nostrils basal, oval, pierced in a 
slight depression in the horny substance; wing short, rounded, 
with the 4th, 5th and 6th quills nearly equal and longest; tail 
much lengthened, graduated ; tarsus moderate or longish; hallux 
very short; claws well curved, shurp. 

Species of this genus occur rarely in Africa and are common in 
Indis. 


215. Zanclostomus tristis, Less. 


Melias, apud Lesson, BELANGER, Voyage, pl.—Buiytm, Cat. 
374—Honsr., Cat. 1011—Jerpon, 2nd Suppl. Cat. 229 bis—™ 
Phenicophaus longicaudatus, Biryru—P. montanus, Hopas.— 
Sankumong, Lepch—Bun-kokil, Beng. 

Tuts LarGe GREEN-BILLED MALKOIIA. 


Descr.—General plumage dark greenish-grey; the head and 
upper part of the neck more cinereous; wings and tail dark shi- 
ning green ; the tail with a white tip to each feather; front of neck 
and breast paler grey, passing into whitish on the throat and immedi- 
ately around the naked space surrounding the eye; these whitish 
feathers huving dark shafts, which terminate in a slightly prolonged 
hair-like bristle ; the small anterior portion of the lores black. 

Bill bright apple-green ; bare papillose skin round the eyes dull 
crimson ; irides dark brown; legs greenish-slaty. 


— 
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Length 23 inches; wing 63; tail 16%; bill at front 1}; tarsy, 
nearly 14. 

The nostrils are pierced-at the end of a red membrane, which | 
is continuous with the orbitur skin; the bill is comparatively small, 

This handsome bird is found in Lower Bengal, Central India, 
and the Northern Circars, also in the*warmer valleys of the Hima- 
layas. It extends to Assam, Burmah and Malacca, wherg very 
abundant. 

I have usually scen it solitary, wandering about in the forests, 
and cating large insects, mantides, crickets, »rasshoppers, and 
also large caterpillars. In Sikim it is only found in the warmer 
valleys up to 3,000 fect or so. The eggs were brought to me at 
Darjeeling, two in number, pure, white, and of a long oval form. 
1 did not see the nest, which was said to be a large mass of sticks 
and roots. I took another and similar egg from the oviduct of a 
female which ] shot. Mr. Blyth remarks that its presence is often 
betrayed by its voice, which is a low monosyllabic chuck, often 
repeated, and delivered commonly when perched on the bough 
of a tree. 


216. Zanclostomus viridirostris, Jerpon. 


JERDON, Cat. 229—Ill. Ind. Orn.. Pl. 3—Biytu, Cat. 375— 
Hoxrsr., Cat. 1010—Phznicophaus Jerdoni, BLytTH—Aappra- 
popya, H.—-Wamana kaki, Tel. t. e. Dwarf Crow. 


THE SMALL GREEN-BILLED MALKoMA, 


Deser.—Above, dusky cinereous, with a tinge of glossy green ; 
wings and tuil glossy green-black, the latter tipped with white ; 
beneath light greyish, with a tinge of fawn colour, mixed with 
blackish, on the chin and throat. 

Bill bright apple-green; naked skin around eyes cobalt bluc; 
irides blood-red ; legs blackish-green. 

Length 15 inches; wing 5} ; tail 10; bill at front 1; tarsus 14; 
weight 24 oz. : 

This species is a dwarf representative of the last, differing 
sightly in color, in the ferruginous tinge of the lower parts, the 
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“want of whitish about the throat and eyes, and the blue colour 
throughout of the naked skin surrounded the cyes. It is found in 
the south of India and Ceylon, extending as far as Cuttack, 
where it mects the last species. It frequents thick bamboo and 
bushy jungles, also groves and avenues, and especially the fine 
large hedges of Euphorbia found in the Coimbatore district. 
It feeds on various large insects, grasshoppers, mantides, and 
caterpillars, and makes its way with great adroitness through the 
thickets. Its flight is feeble, and it unwillingly takes wing, and 
that for no distance. In Ceylon, where it is said to be common, 
and to live in pairs, I have always seen it single; and never 
found it feeding on fruit, as Mr. Layard did in Ceylon. 

Mr. Blyth has pointed out a peculiar structure of the feathers 
of the throat and fore-neck, which are furcate, from the terminal 
webs being longer than the shaft. 

One species, Z. javanicus, is found in Burmah and Maluyana; and 
Z. sumatranus and Z. diardi in Malacca and the islands. 

The genus Phenicophaus is very close to Zanclostomus, but has 
usually more nude skin round the eye, and the bill wider and 
deeper. One species is found in Ceylon, 2. pyrrhocephalus ; and 
another in Burmah and Malayana, P. eurvirostris. The former is 
said to have white irides, to frequent the highest branches in dense 
jungles, and is considered a great delicacy by the natives. hinortha 
isavery peculiar form from Malayuna, with the bill rather large, 
not curved, but with the tip abruptly bent; it wants cye-lashes; 
there is very little nude skin surrounding the eyes; and tho sexes 
differ remarkably in plumage. 

Most of the Phwnicophai are from the islands of Malayana, 
the Philippines, &. A very remarkable genus, Scythrops or 

tuin-bird, or Channel-bill, is found in Australia, migrating to 
Celebes. It has a very large strong bill, with two grooves on 
each side of the upper mandible; a naked space round the eyes; 
| the tail is long, and has a resemblance to the Toucans, among 
| which, indeed, Swainson places it; but it wants the ciliated 
tongue of that group, and its whole anatomy, coloration, the 
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stracture of its feathers, and its parasitic mode of ‘propagation, 
bring it a great deal closer to the Cuckoos. 


* 
Sub-fam. CenTROPODINEZ—Coucals. 


Bill strong, deep, compressed ; wings rather short, rounded ; tail 
long, graduated ; tarsus long; feet for walking ; hallux lengthened 
in some, and with the nail straight ; in others short and more curved. 

This sub-family comprises two distinct forms, the typical onc, 
with the hind toe and claw lengthened, and Lark-like. ‘They are 
found in the warmer regions of the Old World, extending to the tem- 
perate region in Australia, being much developed in the oceanic 
region. They build their own nests, lay white eggs, and feed chiefly 
on the ground on reptiles and insects. Mr. Blyth docs not separate 
them from the Phenicophaine, but their ground-habits and other 
points of structure appear to me to require a distinct sub-family 
rank. The plumage in general is rigid and spinous. 


Gen. Cextropus, Illiger. 


Char.—Bill strong, of moderate length, well curved, high at the 
base, entire at the tip; nostrils lateral, basal, half covered with a 
scale; wings rounded; tuil elongate, graduate, very broad ; tarsus 
long ; feet larger ; hallux long; claw of the hallux generally length- 
ened, somewhat straight. 

The Coucals have the plumage harsh and spinous; the young arc 
usually more or less barred; in some these cross-bands are perma- 
nent. Gould states that the males of one species are smaller than 
the females. They are found in Africa and throughout the Indian 
region to Australia ; and appear to be peculiarly developed in the 
oocanic regions. 


217. Centropus rufipennis, ILticEk. 


. 


Horsr., Cat. 1000—C. philippensis, Cuvrsr—Syxes, Cat. 130— 
Brytn, Cat. 385—C. pyrrhopterus, Vie1ttot—Jerpon, Cut. 
231—C. bubutus, Horsr.—C. castanopterus, Sterusns—AMahoka 
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H.—Auka, Beng.—Marmota, at Monghyr—Jemudu-kaki, Tel. 
;. e. ‘Euphorbia-hedge Crow ’—Kalli haka, Tam., t. e. ‘ Hedge 
Crow ’—‘ Crow Pheasant’ of Europeans in India. 


Tue ComMon CoucaL. 


Descr.—Whole head, neck, lower back, upper tail-coverts, and 
all the under parts, richly empurpled black ; tail glossed with green ; 
upper part of the back and wings bright deep rufous bay. 

Bill black; irides crimson; legs black. The feathers of the 
forehead have the barbs of the feathers few in number, bristly 
and strong, and the feathers of the neck and breast have strong 
spiny shafts. 

Length 19 inches; extent 23; wing 732; tail 10, bill at front 
1y5; tarsus 2; hind claws 1. 

‘The young vary very much ; some (females) are barred through- 
out with rufous and blackish above, and with dusky and whitish 
beneath; tail barred with pale grey bands; wings also prettily 
banded. Others (young males) resemble the adult, but the colours 
are more dull. The young have the bill reddish at the base above, 
and on the lower mandible. Some of the young birds moult into 
a second dress like that of the next species, which seems analogous 
to the hepaticus state of Cuc. canorus. 

The ‘ Crow-pheasant,’ as it is popularly called'in India, is a very 
common and universally spread bird throughout the entire country, 
extending through all the Burmese provinces, Malayana, and the 
isles. It frequents wooded and cultivated grounds, edges of 
paddy fields, open spaces in the jungles, beds of rivers and 
dry nullahs, and particularly sides of hedge-rows, whence its 
Tamul and Telugu names. It feeds chiefly on the ground, on 
which it walks and even runs with facility. It cats various 
large insects, centipedes, scorpions, lizards, and small snakes, also 
slugs, caterpillars, &c. I was informed by a good shikaree thut 
it occasionally pilfers eggs from the nests of other birds. It 
makes its way through trees, readily running up the boughs 
with considerable cclerity, often elevating its large tail, and climb- 
ing or hopping among the branches; whence, if followed or observed, 
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it makes its way out at the opposite side of the tree. When 
seen in tolcrably open ground, with only a few trees or bushes 
about, it is easily caught, being a stupid bird and of slow flight, 
and a horseman will easily ride it down in the open plain. It has 
a loud deep sonorous call, like whoot, whoot, whvot, repeated slowly 
several times in succession. It is said to inflate its throat to a 
great degree whilst uttering this sound, at the same time bending 
down the head and elevating the tail. The young bird, Mr. Blyth 
remarks, almost constantly repeats a strange hoarse sound like a 
person choking, or soit of guk-kop-kop. When alighting on a 
branch of a tree, and sometimes when it alights on the ground, it 
raises its tail over its back. It makes a large nest of twigs, or 
grasses, or green flag-leaves, domed at the top, and the aperture on 
the side, and lined with dricd leaves. It is usually placed in the 
most dense and inaccessible thickets. The eggs are two to five in 
number, pure white and oval. Burgess says that the exterior 
of the shell is very soft, and of a chalky texture, easily getting 
scratched or stained. This, as Mr. Blyth remarks, shows an affinity 
to the eggs of Crotophaga, which are white, rough and chalky 
externally ; but if this layer be detached, the egg is shewn to 
be deep blue. It breeds from January to July, according to 
the locality. 

A closely allied species, differing chiefly in its larger size and in 
the width of its tail-feathers, occurs in Malacca; C. eurycercus, A, 
Hay; and another from Ceylon, C. chlororhynchos, Blyth, is 
remarkable for its bill of a greenish-yellow color and larger than 
- in its congeners. 


218. Centropus viridis, Scopo:t. 


Cuculus, apud Scopoli—Biytu, Cat. 387—Horsr. Cat. 1002— 
C. bengalensis, GMELIN, apud. JERDON, Suppl. Cat. 231 bis—and 
C. lepidus, Horsr. apud Jerpon, 2nd Suppl. Cat.—C. affinis, 
Nonsr.—C. tolu, RarrFLEs—C. pumilus, Lusson—C. dimidiatus, 
Buyru.—C. pygmaeus, Hopason—C. rectunguis, STRICKLAND 
—Polophilus Lathami, Leacu. 
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Tune Lesser Inpran Covucat. 


Deser.—Adult.—Head, hind-neck, upper tail-coverts, tail, and 
beneath, glossy green-black ; wings and back rufous, or chesnut, 
infuscated at the tips of the wings, and often more or less so on the 
Lack, scapulars and tertiaries ; tail-coverts much clongated. 

Bill black ; irides red ; legs plumbeous. 

Length 15 inches ; wing 6}; tail 8; bill at frontl; tarsus 14; 
hind claw nearly 1. 

The young birds are pale rufous above, with broadish black 
bands, the rufous forming narrow bands on the upper tail-coverts 
and tail; and the black, narrow bands on the back and wings; the 
head and neck are streaked longitudinally ; the feathers being dusky 
with a pale rufous centre; under parts flavescent whitish, with 
only a few dusky specks and reys: bill pale yellow-horny. 

In another state, in the adult female, the general colour is 
light rufous, more or less infuscated above, dingy yellowish-white 
below; the spinous shafts to the feathers of the head, neck, wing- 
coverts, and breast, yellowish-white, and showing conspicuously; 
being set off with blackish, which brings out the contrasts, and the 
feathers are more or less barred transversely, especiully the scapu- 
lars, back, and the long upper tail-coverts. In a further stage the 
feathers are Llack with yellowish-white shafts on the head, back, 
wing-coverts, and breast, to a greater or less extent; and to this the 
fully adult plumage appears to succeed. 

The small Indian Coucal is a somewhat rare bird, but spreads, . 
more or less, through most parts of India. I have had it 
from the Eastern Ghats, from Mysore, and Central India. Mr. 
Blyth has it from Cuttack, from Lower Bengal, &c.; and I have seen 
it at Rajmahal and Caragola, in Upper Bengal, in grass jungle. It 
also occurs in the sub-Himalayan region. It appears to be more 
common in the countries to the east of Bay of Bengal, from Arracan 
to the islands. Tytler states, that it is common about Dacca, where 
found in bush-jungle. ‘The calls vary,” says he, ‘‘and are curious, 
one resembling the bark of the Bengal Fox ; whilst the other might 
be imitated thus,—cluck eluck, cluck, gouk, gouk, gouk, kurr, kurr, 
hurr, §¢." I obtained the nest and egg of this bird in June; the 
eggs are pure white, and very round. The nest, composedgof 
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straw and grass, resembled a large ball supported on sticks, with a 
hole in the side; the nest was well concealed. and was with 
considerable difliculty discovered.* 


Gen. Taccocua, Lesson. 


Char.—Bill short, or of a moderate length, much compressed, 
the culmen regularly arching; commissure and gonys straight, or 
slightly concave; nostrils basal, in a slight depression near the gape, 
with a tuft of bristly feathers bordering their upper edge; wings 
rounded; 3rd and 4th quills nearly equal and longest; tail long, 
graduated ; tarsus high ; feet adapted for walking, of moderate size, 
the hallux short; claws short and moderately curved. 

This, remarks Mr. Blyth, is a mere terrene form of Phanicophaus. 
They have a shorter, more compressed, and highly coloured 
bill. There is no bare skin round the eye, and the eye-lashes extend 
round the front of that organ; the feathers of the head, also, are 
very bristly. In habit they most resemble the Coucals; and indeed 
they may be said to be Centropodine, with the short hallux*and claw 
of Zanclustomus. The group is peculiar, as far as we know, to 
India proper, none having been found to the east of the Bay of 
Bengal. 

This genus comprises four species, or races, which resemble one 


another very closely; but differ in some details of size and 
coluration. 


219. Taccocua Leschenaultii, Lesson. 


Zanclostomus sirkeer, Jenpon, Cat. 230—and 2nd Suppl. Cat. 
230—Buryri, Cat. 381—Jungli totah, W.—Adari chilluka, and 
Potu chilluka, Tol., «. ¢., Jungle Parrakect, and Ant-hill Parrakeet. 


Tux SouTuern SIRKEER. 

Descr.—Above, pale earthy brown; head inclining to ashy ; 
throat whitish ; fore-neck and breast ashy, tinged with ferruginous; 
belly durk ferruginous, there being a marked distinction between 
the two colours; feathers of the head, neck and breast, with the 











i, 


* Since the above wasin type, I bave had the opportunity of seeing it at 
Dacca, where it is certainly very abundant. 1 also obrained two nests. the one wi 
two, the other with four white egge ‘Ihe uests were, in both instances, formed @ 
liviug grasses rudely bent down among the thorny twigs of a bush to form u seut 
for ihe ¢ggs, aud then continued upwards, forming a dume oyer the nest, af 
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chafts, black and glistening ; upper tail-coverts long; lateral tail- 
feathers dark-brown, broadly tipped with white. 

Bill cherry-red, yellowish at the tip; feet plumbeous; irides 
reddish-brown. f ° : 

Length 15 to 15} inches; wing 54 to 5}; tail 8. 

This species is only found in Southefn India. I have procured 
it onthe eastern Ghauts, in the Deccan, also on the Neilgherrics, in 
grassy slopes near jungle, at from 5,000 to 6,000 ft. of elevation. 
It frequents hilly and bushy tracts, feeds mostly on the ground, 
is frequently seen about white-ants’ nests, whence a Telugu name 
for it, the appellation of Parrot being given from its red bill. 


220. Taccocua sirkee, Gray. 


Centropus, apud Gray—Hanpw., Ill. Ind. pl. 28—Cent. cucu- 
Joides, Suitu, J. A. S., X., 658.—Cogsyzus ehrysogaster, Royle, 
List of Birds—Btiytu, Cat. 380—Horsr., Cat. 1003. 

THE BENGAL SIRKEER. 


Deser.—Above pale satin-brown; beneath ashy-brown on the 
fore-neck and breast, tinged with ferruginous, and passing gradually 
into the ferruginous of the belly, flanks, and the tibial plumes; 
this hue is darker here than in the lest, and browner about the 
vent and under tail-coverts; feathers of ¢he head and neck also 
black-shafted. 

Length 17 inches; wing 6; tail 9}. 

This species is found in the North-Westerm Provinces, and up to 
Dehra Dhoon; ulso in Goruckpofe and other parts of Bengal. 


221. Taccocua infuscata, Biytu. . 

JA. S. XIV., 200—Briyru, Cat. 378—Honrsr., Cat. 1004— 

Zancl. sukee, apud Hopason. 
Tue NoxTHERN SIRKEER. 

_ Deser.—Above dusky-brown, washed with green; the feathers 
black shafted; beneath paler, slightly ferruginous on neck and 
breast; belly.and lower tibial plumes deep ferruginous. 

Bill Bod fect as in the others. 

Length 19 inches ; wing 64; tail 10; tarsus 1g. 

2Y¥ 
= ’ 


Pir 


354 BIRDS OF INDIA. 


This, the largest species of all, is found in the lower Tegions 
of the Himalayas, in Nepal and Sikim, and the adjoining Terai; 
extending,’ it would appear from Horsfield’s Catalogue, as far 
north-west as Kumaon. Either this*species, or T. sirkee, was 
observed by Dr. Adams, who saw it in flocks, with a loud harsh 
voice and feeble flight. It had partaken of lizards, locusts, and 
beetles, 


222. Taccocua affinis, Brytu. 
J. A. S., XV, 19—Buytu, Cat. 379. 


Tui CentraL INptaN SIRKEER. 


Deser.—Above, dusky-brown, tinged with groen; neck and 
breast brownish ashy; belly and lower tail-coverts ferruginous ; 
tibial plumes brownish. : 

Bill, irides, and feet, as in sirkee, but the bill vertically deeper 
and more abruptly curved. 

Length 17 inches; wing 6 ; tail 9; tarsus 14. 

This species most resembles 7. infuscata in colour, but it is 
smaller ; the breast is less rufescent, and the lower, parts are not so 
dark as in that species; its legs too are more slender, and the bill 
different. It has been*procured in Central India, Midnapore, 
Rajmahal, and Monghfr. ° 1 procured it only at Saugor; unless it 
was the species I obtained at Jaulnah in the Deccan, which, from 
the dimensions given exceeding those of Southern India, it 
probably was. 

Blyth remarks that it is possible that these four races may prove 

, to be local varieties uf a single species. 

The American Cuckoos have points that ally them both to Cuc- 
cystes and Centropus, and it may be that they do not form a 
decided family group, but grade into the Old World forms. Many 
of them are ground-feeders, and they have clongated tarsi. None 
are truly parasitic, but €occyzus Americanus has been known to 
deposit her eggs in the nests of other birds. WDiplopterus is a 
remarkable form, with the aspect of a Taccocua; beneath the tail 
coloured like that of a ITornbill, white, with a broad centfal black 
band, . 
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The African or Madagascar birds of the genus Coua appear. to 
belong to the Centropodine, 4 
The remaining families of the Scansores are as follow :— 


RaMPHAsTID#, or Toucans. 

These are birds of large size, with huge curved and inflated 
bills, zygodactyle toes and bright plumage, grecn, yellow and reds 
mixed with black; peculiar to the intra-tropical and juxta-tropical 
regions of America. In their anatomy they closely resemble the 
Barbets, and their clavicles, which in the latter group are not pro- 
longed to form a furcula, are short and dagger-shaped. They are 
also, like the Barbets, almost exclusively frugivorous ; and, like the 
Hornbills and other larue billed birds, they toss their food into the 
air, and catch it in the throat. They hop actively and with most 
airy lightness about the tops of lofty trees, and nestle in holes, 
Their tail is often reflected close over the back; and at roost the 
enormous bill is completely buried in the plumage. The tongue is 


- long and slender, and barbed laterslly, a trace of which only is seen 


in the Barhets. Their wings are short, and the tail long, consisting, 
as in the Barbets, of ten feathers. 

Some of the Cuckoos, Phenicophaus, make an.approach to this 
family, of which Gould has published a very splendid Monograph. 


Musoruaain2z, Touracos, or Plaintain-caters. ( 


These are peculiar to Africa. They are birds of moderate 
size and mostly of rich plumage, with a short and somewhat Wood- 
pecker-like crest. ‘[he bill is moderately large and inflated, with» 
serrated edges, but is short, They have the feet in pairs, or rather 
the outer hind-toe is directed at aright angle with the fore toes, and 
the short hind toe can also be turned sideways. The wing is short 
and rounded, and the tail moderate, consisting of ten feathers. The 
clavicles are not quite united, and the sternum is small; the stomach 
ghily ‘muscular, and the intestines longer than in Toucans and 
g without ceca, and they have a distinct gall-bladder. 
They feed on ey chiefly berries, which they swallow whole; and 
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they hop and run along the branches of trees like Monkeys, it is 
said, leaping with great activity and having a loud discordant note. 
Their eggs are deposited in hollow trees. The true Musophage 
are rich red and blue, the species of Touracos are green with splen- 
did crimson on the quills, and those of Chizaeris are birds of 
plain and sombre plumage, evidently very closely linked to the next 
family, the Colies, if, indeed, the latter is worthy of being separatid 
assuch. One species of Chizaeris is named Cacatua by the Somalis, 
who, says Speke, look on it as a kind of Parrot. Mr. Blyth has 
called my attention that the beak and feet of this bird, as well 
as its plain colouring, are the same as in the Colies. 


° 


£ 
CoLup2, Colies. 


Like the last, these are peculiar to Africa, although a Colius has 
been described by. the mame of Jndicus. They comprise a, little 
group of plain-coloured birds, with small thick beaks, which led 
to their being, at one time, classed with the Finches. Their wings 
are weak, they fly badly, and the tail is long and of ten feathers. © 
The toes are three in front, the fourth directed laterally inwards, 
and the short side-toe is said to be capable of being directed forwards. 
They live on frygyedo not perch, but walk or climb with their whole 
tarsus applicd to the surface, creeping as it were on the belly; 
hence, as well as from their colour, they are called ‘ Mouse-birds’ at 
the Cape. They climb well, one foot after the other, a good deal 
in the manner of the Parrots, help themselves on with their beaks, 
and sleep pendently like the Lorikeets. Unlike the preceding 
family, these birds are builders of nests, breeding in society, and 
producing white eggs. wd 


These particularly interesting birds thug serve, in some degree, to 
relieve the isolation of the Parrots, which they tend somewhat 
to connect with Musophaga ; on the other hand, they havea remote 
tendency towards some of the Weaver-birds (Ploceide), one Afri- 
can group of what is named Coliuspasser, and has a lengthened tail ; 
and the breeding in company, moreover, is another trait ry most 


of the Weaver-birds, . Wee 


of a . ; 


_ In the ae agit ‘groups, the pli 
‘in many, with shining metallic hues 
and in one of the'g groups the axillary fea hers, 
developed to thelr maximum. “Many live mue 
len of flowers, which they sip on the in 
can through a tubul 
pot tuft or penn 


. ~ Fseck nahteice PAS 
y few on the groun 
ses; others fix 
some lay 


é 9G rh i 1 





358 BIRDS OF INDIA. ad 


] am aware that some of our best ornithologists ignore this tribe 
altogether; and/am perfectly willing to admit that the birds com. 
posing it donot form a harmonious whole; but the same may be 
said of the last two tribes, which are all but universally admitted 
to be natural and good groups, and I cannet see under whiat other 
great division these birds could be satisfactorily classed. Moreover, 
I believe that, with perhaps two exceptions, the differences between 
those who allow, and those wiio disavow this tribe, arechiefly nominal, 
and that most systematists would and do arrange the families much 
as I have done; with such points of divarication only-as are caused 
by the arrangement which each individual chooses to select by 
placing this or that family at the begimming or end of the tribe. 

The two exceptions above alluded to ar® tht Humming-birds and 
the Hoopoes. Some naturalists, as before mentioned (p. 154), 
place tke former of these groups with the Swifts; but whilst acknow- 
ledging the great similarity of structure, I cannot ignore the great 
difference of external appearancegtheir gorgeous plumage, neatly 
constructed nests, and peculiar geographic distribution ; and in 
conformity with their habits, I place them among the Tenuzrustres, 
which they thus serve to connect with the fissirostres. 


The Hoopoes, though so widely distant from the Hamming- * 


birds, are also allied in structure to another fissirostral group, the 
Hlornbills, as alluded to at p. 242; and were a linear arrangement 
racticable, |. would have no objection toplace them next their 
eam affines; but, as we are obliged to work in circles (as it 
were), I prefer placing them in the present tribe, as a very aberrant 
form, and perhaps, leading from some of the American Ground- 
creepers (Furnarine) to the Hornbills. Some African birds that 
appear to belong to the Hoopoes, Jrrisor, have undoubted affinities 
with the true Promeropide, from which indeed they have only, 
lately been separated. ' 
. Tho Creepers are gonerally classed apart from, the previous 
families, but are ngvertheless allowed by all to be closely connected, 
as well to some of the Nectarinide, as to tie Melaphagide, through 
Ciimacteris; and they certainly are more nearly relatec to the 
birds composing this tribe than to any other of the Insessores. . 
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The relations inéer se of the other families are admitted by all»and 
they form Bonaparte's Curvirostres, and, says that. accomplished 
naturalist, they lead to the Crows through the Glaucopine. Some of 
' the tribe lead towards the Thrushes and Bulbuls, by means of several 
of the Meliphagide on one side, and the Orioles and Phyllornis on’ 
the other ; and perhaps some are related to the Pardalotus group: 
Other external relations have been already pointed out. 


Fam. NECTARINIDE, VIGORS. 


Syn. Cinnyride, Swains. ; Promeropide, Gray, Honey-suckers, 
or Sun-birds. 


Bill of various length, generally long, more or less curved, 
generally entire; nostrils basal, usually nearly covered by a scale ; 
wings moderate, more or less rounded ; nine or ten primaries, 3rd 
and 4th longest ; wing-coverts short; tarsus moderate, with broad 
scales ; feet moderate ; hind-claw equal to, or scarcely longer, thun 
that of the middle-toe. ad 

The Honey-suckers of the old World take the place of the Hum- 
ming-birds of America, some of them almost rivalling the brilliant 

_and metallic splendour of their relations across the Atlantic. 
Like them, they chiefly feed on the nectar of flgwers, but mix it 
more with minute insects infesting flowers, and many live chiefly 
on spidera, They vary much in form of bill, from the long sickle- 
like bill of Arachnothera to the short, thick, almost Finch-like, bill 
of Piprisoma and Prionochiius, and the mandibles of some are 
finely serrated; the tongue is long, pomted, bifid in some, 
but not brushed. The central tail-feathers of many are elongated. 
The sexes Qenerally differ in colour, the male only having the 
brilliant plumage. In some this is assumed as a nuptial dress; in 
others it is a permanent attire. Most of the birds of this group . 
are from Asia, many ure from Africa, and a few from the Oceanic 
province. Most of them build domed nests, more or less suspended 
ftom the end of twigs or small branches. : 

We have several well marked divisions in this family; Ist, the 
Nectarinine or Sun-birds, from Africa and Asia; 2nd, Promero- 
pine, from Africa; 3rd, Drepaniaw from Occania; 4th, Dicwina, 
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or short-billed Flower-peckers, from Asia and Australia; 5th, 
Cerebing from *Americg. They approximate some of the Aug. 
tralian Honey-caters, through Afyzomela and other forms, and 
perhaps join the Pardaloti through such birds as Smicrornis, if 


“this be really different from Piprisoma. 
h 
Sub-fam. NECTARININE. 4 


The Nectarinine or Sun-birds of India and Africa comprise a 
large number of mostly very beautiful birds, which, in the brilliancy 
of their hues, and the general style of coloration, quite remind 
one of the Humming-birds, and they are popularly known in India 
as Humming-birds. They are divided into several genera, which 
vary in the length of bill, strength ofjfeat, and mode of coloration. 
The ‘first on the list have plain colors, “and\ghe bill, greatly 
lengthened. 06 a OWT ars: 

Gen., ARACHNOTHERA,..Tem.» gy 

Char.—Bill very long, moderately curved ; base brpadvand some- 
what three-sided; tipentire ; nosffls small, oval; eompletely covered 
by a membrane, which only opens by a lateral slit; /winge dong ; 
$rd and 4th longest ; tail short, broad, even ; legs large"and strong; 
lateral toes slichtly unequal ; hind-toe and claw large. 

These birds are clothed in sombre plumage, generally green or 
grey above, and yellowish beneath; and there are a good number 
of species, chiefly from Malayana; enly two extending into India 
‘proper. 

223. Arachnothera magna, Hopcsoy. 


Cinnyris, apud Hopcson, Ind. Rev. 1837—Buryrn, Cat. 1341 
—HorsF., Cat. 1058—A. inornata, apud McLellang, P. Z. S., 
1839.—A. chrysopus, Nopes—Dom-siriok-pho, Lepch.,— Yedony- 
pichang, Bhot. * 

Tue Large SPIDER-HUNTER. 


Descr.—Above, yellow-greenish; each feather with a central dull 
black streak; lower parts yellowish-white, similarly striated ; tail 
with a subterminal black band, and anvalbescent spot beyond this, 
on theinner web of the outer tuail-feathers. : 

Bill dusky ; legs bright orange ; irides light brown. 


Se 
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» Length 8 inches; extent 11}; wing 4; tail 23; bill at ‘front 
18; tarsus 9. 

This, the giant of the Indian species, is found only in the Hima- 
layas within our province, but extends into Assam, and the Bur- 
mese countries. I found it at Darjeeling from the Jevel of the 
lowest valleys to about 3,000 feet only, generally frequenting high 
trees, and picking various insects off the flower-buds and leaves 
I obtained the nest several times,—a very large but loose structure 
of grass and other fibrous materials, with the hole at one side near 
the top, and usually containing two or three rather large eggs, of 
a deep olive-brown colour throughout, 


224. Arachnothera pusilla, Brytu. 


Cat. Birds, p.328—Horsr., Cat. 1064—A. affinis, Byrn, Cat. 
1348—A. inornata, apud BiytH (olim)—Cinnyris longirostris, 
JERDON, Suppl. Cat., No. 236 bis. 


— 
Tus LivtLe SPIDER-HUNTER. 


Descr.— Above, olive-green, more or less fulvescent ; the crown 
darker, with scale-like feathers, merely green-edged ; a dark streak 
from the base of the upper mandible; chin and throat white; rest 
of the under parts dull greenish-albescent, passing into bright 
pale yellow on the belly ; tail-feathers slightly tipped with whitish, 
chiefly on their inner webs, forming a spot most distinct outwardly, 

Bill dusky ; legs plumbeous-brown ; irides brown. 

Length 53 inches ; wing 24; tail 14; bill at front 1}; tarsus 46). 

This Spider-hunter is declared by Horsfield to be very closely 
allied to A. longirostra, Latham, Temm., PI. col. 84, f. 1, and only 
to differ in being a little smaller, and in the yellow of the abdomen 
not being so marked. I have found it several times in the forests 
of the Malabar coast, the Wynaad, and in parts of Mysore border- 
ing the Neilgherries. It is, however, rare, and it has not been 
noticed elsewhere in India; but it is common in the countries to 
the east of the Bay of Bengal. 

Several nearly-related species are found in Malayana. Among 
others, A. Phayre, Bl., from Pegu, very close to A. magna; a. 
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jlavigastra, Eyton, equally as large as A. chrysogenys; A. inornata 
and A. modesta, Eyton; all from Malacca. 


We now come to the typical Sun-birds, of rich and often metallic 
plumage, which were named Cinayris by Cuvier, but to which the 
prior appellation given by Illiger, Nectarinia, is now applied. 

They are birds with bill long or moderate, slender, slightly 
curved ; the tip acute and entire ; the edges minutely denticulated ; 
base of upper mandible overlapping the edge of the lower one; 
nostrils short, oval, and basal, placed in a fossa. The wings are 
rounded ; Ist quill short; 4th usually the longest; the tail moderate 
or long, even or graduated ; tarsus longish, slender. 

They have, of latc, been greatly sub-divided; and as Horsfield, 
Gray,and othershave adupted these divisions, I shall follow them here. 
Birds of this family are called Shakar-khora, i. e., Sugar-eater, H.— 
Man-changi, or Phul-chingi, Beng.— Munaga-jitta, Tel., i. e. ‘the birds 
of the Erythrina flower.’— Sag-vit-pho, Lepch.—Chong-jip, Bhot. 

Gen. AltHory@a, Cabanis. 


Char.—Bill of moderate length and curvature; tail graduated, 
with the central tail-feathers much elongated. 

Two or more groups nay be found in this genus. The first has 
the predominant colour fine scarlet or red, and the rump usually 
sulphur-yellow (whence Cabanis’s name). They are found both in | 
India and Malayana. 

A lesser section may be made of those which have the throat 
find breast of the same red as the back, and the tail glogsy-green 
or purple. 

225. ABthopyga miles, Hopcson. 

Cinnyris, apud Hopes., Ind. Rev. 1837—Burytr, Cat. 1351 
(partly)—Horsr., Cat. 1066—Nect. Seheriz, TicKELL.—C. 
labecula, McLeLi.—C. poalpariensis, Royie, Il. lim, Bot., 
pl. 7, f£. 1—Gouup’s Birds of Asia, pl. 


THe Himatayan Rep HoNEY-SUCKER. 


Deser.—Yorchead and crown of head dark shining metallic 
green, more or less glassed with purple; hind-head, cheeks, and 
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ear-coverts, back, scapulars, and lesser wing-coverts, dark sanguine- 
ous; rump bright yellow; upper tail-coverts, dark green; wings 
and occiput dull brownish-green; tail, with the central fcathers, 
purple at base (where hidden by the upper tail-coverts) and at the tip, 
bottle-green in the middle; the other tail-feathers dusky-black, 
some of those next the central pair, scarlet; throat, fore-neck, und 
breast, entirely brilliant scarlet-carmine, with glossy violet stripe on 
each side, from the corner of the lower mandible to more than half 
way down the neck; below the breast, dull light brownish-green. 

Bill horny, pale at the tip and beneath; legs brown; irides brown. 

The female is russet olive-brown above; wings and tail darker; 
and pale olive beneath, flavescent on the lower abdomen and under 
tail-coverts the central tail-feathers not being elongated. 

Length of male 6 inches; extent 64; wings 23; tail 3; bill at 
front 2; tarsus $; weight 4 oz. 

This beautiful Honey-sucker is found all along the Himalayan 
range, and in Central India, as far south as N. L. 21°, if Tickell’s bird 
be identical with this species rather than the next; also in Assam, 
Sylhet, and the Burmese provinces. 1 believe that it does not ascend 
the Himalayas to any great height, not above 2,000 or 2,500 feet. 

Colonel ‘Tytler says that it is common not far from Dacca,* and 
that he has kept them alive in a cage, feeding them on sugar and 
water, honey, and bread and milk. 


226. Asthopyga Vigorsii, SyKes. 

Cinnyris, apud Sykes, Cat. 134—Cinnyris concolor, Sykrs 
(the female)—GouLp’s Birds of Asia, pl._—N. Goalpariensis (in 
part) BiytH. 

Tue VIOLET-EARED RED HoNEY-8UCKER. 

Descr.—Head metallic green; nape, neck above, shoulders ; and 
scapulars, deep sanguineous; lower part of back sulphur-yellow ; 
upper tail-coverts, middle tail-feathers, and outer webs of all the 
others (except the outermost pair), metallic green; throat, neck, and 
breast, scarlet ; a stripe, from the chin to the breast, shining violet ; 
car-spot also violot; wings, lateral tail-feathers, sides of the lower 
part of the back, and a band below the breast, dusky ; abdomen grey. 





* Probably brought from the Tipperah hills. 
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Bill black ; irides dark brown. Length 54 inches; tail 24. , 

The female is greenish-olive above; wings and tail darker; 
lighter beneath. Length 5 inches; tail 1. 

This species differ from the last in being somewhat larger, and 
more robust, with a shorter tail, and by the crescentic metallic 
blue mark on the ear-coverts. It has also some light yellow striz 
. intersecting the scarlet of the breast. The tail of the female is 
almost square. 

Colonel Sykes found it inhabiting the lofty trees of the dense 
woods of the ghats, and found the larvx of flies, spiders and ants, 
in its stomach. I never procured this handsome Honey-sucker in 
the Malabar forests, but I obtained a specimen and saw others in 
the Bustar country, south-east of Nagpore, in thick forests, at about 
2,000 feet of elevation. In the absence of any named locality in 
the Western Ghats, I should suppose it may be from the Maha- 
bleshwur hills. I am not aware of its having been obtained on that 
side of India by any other collector, since Colonel Sykes's time. 

To this minor section belongs the Malayan 2. siparaja, Raffles, 
vel mystacalis of Temminck. 


Another small section comprises two species with the whole lower 
parts bright yellow. In one the tail has the colors of the last sub- 
division (purple), in the other it is lively red. In one of these 
species, at all events, the gay plumage is only assumed as a 
summer dress. The birds are both Himalayan. 


227. Athopyga Gouldiz, Vicors. 


Cinnyris, apud Vicors, P. Z. §., 1831—Gou xp, Cent. Him. 
Birds, pl. 56-—Brytn, Cat. 1353—Horsr., Cat. 1068. 


Tuk PURPLE-TAILED RED HoNEY-SUCKER. 


Deser.—Male, with the crown, ear-coverts, and throat, rich glossy 
violet or purple; a brilliant shoulder-tuft of the same; hind-neck, 
sides of neck, back, scapulars, and lesser wing-ecoverts, deep crim- 
son; upper tail-coverts, the middle pair of tail-feathers, and outer 
edges of the others, glossy violet or purple; the rest of the tail 
dusky ; a yellow band on the rump ; wings dusky, edged with olive- 
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green; preast and belly bright yellow, with sometimes a tinge of 
flame-colour about the middle. 

- Bill black ; legs brown; irides brown. Length 54 inches; wing 
24; tail 3; bill %; tarsus 4 inch. 

The female is dull olive-greea, paler beneath, slightly cincreous 
on theyback. 

This Honcy-sucker is found throughout the Himalayas, from 
Kumaon to Sikhim, and extends to Assam, Sylhet, and Arracan. | 
know not at what elevation it occurs, as I did not myself pro- 
cure it at Darjecling; but imagine that it does not reach a high 


elevation. 
228. Aathopyga ignicauda, Hopes. 

Cinnyris apud Hopeson, Ind. Rev. 1837—Buytn, Cat. 1354 
—Honsr., Cat. 1069.—Cin. rubricaudata, BLyTu—Nect. pheni- 
cura, JARDINE, Nat. Libr., pl. 29. 

TuE FIRE-TAILED RED HONEY-SUCKER. 


Deser.—Male in summer plumage. Tlead violet; nape, back of 
neck, and back, very rich scarlet; lesser coverts and scapulars 
glossless green; a yellow band across the rump; wings dusky, 
edged greenish; upper tail-coverts scarlet; tail, with the length- 
ened middle feathers, scarlet-crimson; the outer feathers red 
externally, dusky on their inner webs, and greenish at the tip; 
throat and fore-neck intensely rich, dark, shining purple in the 
middle, and brilliant violet laterally ; lores and ear-coverts glossloss 
black; the rest of the under parts bright yellow, passing into 
greenish on the flanks and lower tail-coverts. 

Bill black ; legs brown; irides brown. Length 7 inches; wing 
2}; tail (middle feathers) 4 to 5 inches; bill in front #; tarsus ,';. 

The male in winter plumage is olive-green above; rump and 
beneath yellow; chin, cheeks, and part of the neck, blue-grey, 
with a greenish gloss; breast dashed with fiery red; tail and 
upper coverts intense igncous-red. The female is wholly olive- 
green, paler and yellowish beneath; upper tail-coverts and breast- 
spot igneous. 

This fine Honey-suckcr is found in the Eastern Himalayas, from 
Nepal to Bootan, and extends into Assam and Sylhet. At 
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Darjeeling it appears about April in considerable numbers, 
the males being all in the process of donning their beautiful nuptial 
plumage ; and before it is quite perfect, most of them have left the 
immediate vicinity of the station; but where they go to, or in what 
zone they breed, I could not fully determine. I did not see them 
there at any other season of the year; but I killed them at the foot 
of the hills about October. 


The next two birds belong to a group, coloured more like the 
the species of Leptocoma, but with the tail-feathers lengthened, 
and the yellow rump of the last. Both are Himalayan forms. 


229. Aithopyga Nipalensis, Hopes. 


Cinnyris, apud Hopason, Ind. Rev. 1837—Buiyrn, Cat. 1355 
—llonrsr., Cat. 1070—Jarp., Nat. Libr., pl. 27-—Gou p, Birds of 
Asia, pl. 

Tne MAaRoon-BacKED HONEY-8SUCKER. 

Deser.—Ilead and nape, throat, upper tail-coverts, two lengthen- 
ed central tail-fcathers, and the outer margin of the others, bril- 
liantly glossy dark stcel-green; lores and car-coverts black, the 
latter glossed with purple; neck and back dark glossless maroon- 
red; rump bright yellow; bencath, from the throat, yellow; the 
middle of the breast tinged with flame-colour; scapulars, and 
margins of the wing-feathers, olive-grecn. 

Length 53 inches; ext. 62; wing 24; tail 23; bill at front 42; 
tarsus not §. 

The female is uniform olive-green, faintly tinged with rufous, 
pale beneath; tail short. Young males have the glossed parts of 
the mature bird, of a dull earthy-brown. 

This species is nearly allied to 42, Gouldie. It is found in 
the Eastern Himalayas, from Nepal to Bootan, and is also 
extremely common in the Khasia hills. It is the most common 
species at Darjeeling, being often seen in gardens in the station. 
1 obtained a nest of this bird, very neatly, though loosely, made of 
moss, domed at the top, with the entrance at the side, overhung 
by a sort of projecting roof; it contained two eggs of a dusky- 
greenish tinge, with numerous small dusky spots. 
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230. Asthopyga Horsfieldii, Bryri. 


Nectarinia, apud Biyta, J. A. S. XII., 975—Biytn, Cat. 1356. 
Tn GREEN-BACKED JIONEY-SUCKER. 


Descr.—Whole head and hind-neck, with the throat, brilliantly 
glossed green and purple ; upper part of the back, scapulars, and 
wing-coverts, dull olive-green; the lower back and the rump light 
yellow; tail, with the upper tail-coverts, glossy green; central 
feathers the same, broadly tipped with black; the other feathers 
dusky-black, more or less edged with glossy green; quills dusky, 
olive-green on their outer edges; bencath, from chin, yellow, 
deeper and tinged with flame-colour on the breast, paler or greenish- 
yellow on the vent, flanks, thigh-coverts, and under tail-coverts. 

Length 5} inches; wing 23 ; tail 29; bill at front 3; tarsus 3. 

This species appears to be confined to the North-west Himalayas, 
where it replaces 2. nipalensis, from which it only differs in 
having the back green, instead of muroon-red ; in the quills having 
mostly a white edge, indistinct in the last; and in being somewhat » 
smaller. These differences, however, appear to be constant; but 
the birds may probably intcrbreed with each other where they’ 
meet, as in other closely aftined races, and one specimen in the 
Museum, As. Soc., Culcutta, has some of tho feathers of the back 
partially red. 

The next bird belongs to a group distinguished by rich and 
dark colouring, more like some of the succeeding genus. 


231. Aéthopyga saturata, Hopes. 


Cinnyris, apud Hepason, Ind. Rev. 1837—Bxytu, Cat. 1357 
—Horsr., Cat. 1071—C. Assamensis, MCLELL.—Neot. Hodgsonis, 
JARDINE, Nat. Libr., pl. 29. 

Tue BLACK-BREASTED HOoNEY-8UCKER. 


Descr.—Crown, occiput, nape, moustache, and neck-streak, bril- 
liant violet-blue; throat, breast, belly in front, lores, ear-coverts, 
sides of neck, wings, and rump, decp black; scapulars and 
interscaptilars dark maroon; a faint trace of yellow on the rump; 
upper tail-coverts, and middle tail-feathers, stecl-blue; flanks, 
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posterior part of abdomen, and lower tail-coverts, dull pale olive- 
green; the rest ofthe tail black; the greater wing-feathers very 
slightly edged with olive-green. 

Bill black; legs brown; irides brown. Length 6 inches; wing 
2%; tail 3}; bill at front 2; tarsus 4; ext. 7; weight 4 oz. 

The female is dull green above; beneath, the same, with an ashy 
tinge on the chin, throat and breast, flavescent on the vent and 
under tail-coverts ; tail nearly square. 

This species, which deviates somewhat from the typical colours 
of this genus, but has the lengthened tail-feathers, and a trace of 
the ycllow rump so conspicuous in the others, is found in the South- 
oast Himalayas, extending into Assam. I found it in Sikhim most 
common from 3,000 to,000 feet of elevation. 


Gen. Lrrrocoma, Cabanis. ‘ 

Char.—Tail square or nearly so; bill moderately curved. Mostly 
of small size. 

This genus of Sun-birds forms a small group of very lovely 
plumage; the head brilliant green, the back maroon, the rump 
glossed violet or green, and the throat purple. Two species with 
the lower parts light ycllow, are peculiar to India. 


232. Leptocoma Zeylonica, Lin. 


Certhia, apud Linnzus—Buytu, Cat. 1368—Horsr., Cat. 
1082—JanrpinE, Nat. Libr., pl. 20—Cinn. sola, VIEILLOT, apud 
JeRpvon, Cat. 234—C. lepida, apud SyxzEs, Cat. 132.— 

THe AMETHYST-RUMPED HONEY-SUCKER. 

Descv.-Head above and angle of the wing bright metallic 
glossy green; back, scapulars and wing coverts, deep maroon-red ; 
wings dusky-brown, the quills edged with cinnamon-brown ; tail 
black; throat, neck, rump, and upper tail-coverts, fine metallic 
amethystine-purple ; the rest of the body beneath, yellow, divided 
from the amethyst of the neck by a narrow maroon bar; bill and 
legs black. 

Length 44 inches; wing 2,2,; tail 1}; bill at front §. 

The female is dull green above, with a slight tinge of rufous ; 
the quills edged with pale brown; the tail dusky-black; under 
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parts pale yellow ; albescent on throat and fore-neck. Young 
males resemble the females, but have the throat more yellow. 

This species is spread throughout India from the extreme South 
to Bengal, not reaching the Himalayas. It is rare in Central 
India, and is apparently not found in the North-west pro- 
vinces. It extends through Dacca into Assam. It is exceedingly 
abundant in Madras, more so I think than in Lower Bengal. It 
does not change its plumage at the breeding season, the males 
always retaining their brilliant plumage. It may be scen in every 
garden flitting from flower to flower, and it builds a very neat nest 
of grass, vegetable fibres, spiders’ web sometimes, with a hole at 
the side near the top, overshadowed by a canopy of the game 
matcrials, and lays usually t-vo eggs of a pale greenish tinge, with 
small dusky spots. It has a feeble chirp, like that of Certhia 
familtaris, and it has also a weak shrill short of song. This bird 
feeds on the honey of flowers, and small insects which infest flowers, 
buds, &c. Layard states that it is very pugnacious—abundant in 
southern part of Ceylon. Blyth informs us that many are taken 
at Calcutta by bird-lime for sale, and that they can be kept alive for 
many days on sugar and water, honey, or fruit-jam. 


233. Leptcocoma minima, Sykes. 

Cinnyris, apud SyKes, Cat. 125—Jernon, Cat. 235—Bir7n, 
Cat. 1369.—lorsr., Cat. 1083—Janrp., Nat. Libr, figd. fron- 
tispiece. 

Toe Tiny [loNEY-SUCKER. 

Deser.—T1ead and nape fine metallic green; back, scapulars, 
and wing-coverts, rich bright sanguine-red ; rump the same, but 
with a fine violet or amethystinc gloss; wings and tail dusky- 
brown; throat and neck fine amcthystine; the rest of the lower 
parts pale yellow. 

The female is olive-brown above, with a red rump, and palo 
yellow beneath. 

Length 34 to 3? inches; wing 1,9; ; tail 1,% 5 bill at front §. 

This beautiful little species has only been found on the West 


coast of India, extending from about N. Lat. 18° to Travancore, and 
34 
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passing over into Ceylon. Layard states that it replaces W. 
Zeylonica in the north of the Island. It is by no means common. 
1 have seen it up to nearly 3,000 feet on the slopes of the Neilgher- 
ries and also near the level of the sea in Malabar. 


Gen. ARACHNECHTHRA, Cabanis. 


Char.—Bill rather lengthened and well curved. Plumage | 
throughout dark, glossed on the breast and upper parts, and with a 
tuft of yellow feathers in the axilla. 

These are birds of the plains chiefly, and are great spider-eaters, 
One of them (at least) has a vernal moult. 


234. Arachnechthra Asiatica, Lats. 


Certhia, apud Laraam—BrytH, Cat. 1360--Horsr., Cat. 1085— 
Cin. mahrattensis, Lata., Sykes, Cat. 133—JERDON, Cat. 232— 
C. orientalis, FranKLIn—C. epauletta, Hopes.—C. currucaria, L., 
apud SyKes, Cat.—C. strigula, Hopas. 


Tne PurrLe HONEY-SUCcKER. 


Deser.—In summer, breeding plumage, this species has the whole 
head, neck, throat, breast, and back, glossy green-purple; the ab- 
domen purplish-black ; wings and tail dull black, the latter faintly 
white-tipped ; a tuft of crimson and yellow feathers at the axilla of 
the wings. After breeding, the fine purple garb is doffed, all except 
a long stripe from the chin to the vent, in which state it is the 
eurrucaria of authors; and Col. Sykes was quite right in stating that 
this was not the livery of the young bird. He, however, unaware 
of the change of plumage, considered it to be a distinct species. It 
has the upper parts dull olive-green ; beneath bright yellow; shoul- 
ders and central stripe beneath, brilliant glossy violet; wings and 
tail dusky or black, 

The female is greenish brown-grey above, greenish-yellow be- 
neath, deepest on the throat and breast, and lighter on the vent 
und under tail-coverts ; quills dusky ; tail black. 

Bill and legs black ; irides dark red-brown. Length 44 inches; 
Wing 2 7; tail 1}; bill at front 2; tarsus 1‘. 
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This species is perhaps the widest-spread of all of the Indian Ho- 
ney-suckers. It is found throughout India, in many districts being 
the only one seen: viz., through the greater part of the West of 
Central India, the N. W. provinces, and Sindh. It is also found 
in Ceylon and N. Burmah. It ascends to the top of the Neil- 
gherries, 7,500 feet, but I did not sec it at any great height on the 
Himalayas. Blyth believes that, at Calcutta, both sexes puton the 
bright livery of the nuptial season ; but in the south of India the 
female docs not, I think, do this. I had a pair breeding at my door 
at Jalna, and saw the femule daily in her usual dull costume. Lay- 
ard, too, distinctly implics the same, in his account of the bird in 
Ceylon. This bird, like the others of its tribe, has a feeble but sweet 
chirping note." It feeds partly on the nectar of flowers, but 
a good deul on insects, small cicadelle, flies, spiders, &e. It occa- 
sionally hovers in the air before a flower whilst extracting the 
honey, but generally hops about and clings to the smaller twigs and 
flowering branches. I have occasionally scen it snap at an insect in 
the air. Whilst feeding it frequently opens and closes its wings. 

Ihave seen its nest several times. On the occasion above 
alluded to, a pair built their nest just outside my house-door at 
Jalna. It was commenced on a thick spider's web, by attaching to it 
various fragments of paper, cloth, straw, grass, and other substances, 
till it had secured a firm hold of the twig to which the spider's 
web adhered, and the nest suspended on this was then comploted 
by adding other fragments of the same materials. The entrance was 
at one side near the top, and hasa slightly projecting roof or awning 
overit. The female laid two eggs of a greenish-grey tinge, with 
dusky spots. ‘The first nest was accidentally destroyed after 
the eggs were laid, and the couple immediately commenced 
building another in a small tree at the other side of the door, and 
in this instance, as in the last, commenced their operations on a 
fragment of spider's web. They reared two young ones from this 
second nest. 

The eggs have been described by another naturalist as greyish- 
white, speckled and ringed with cineritious-grey. Tickell describes 








* Much resembling the song of Phylloscopus trochilus, according to Blyth. 
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the nest as bottle-shaped, with a lengthened neck, suspended from 
the end of a small branch in thick bushy trees, gardens, banks of 
tanks, &c., the nest soft, composed” of little bits of leaves, grasses, 
fine twigs, and chips of bark, woven together with a fibrous 
substance resembling tow; entratfce by a small circular hole at 
the bottom, and the side lined neatly with seed-down’ eggs three, 
pale greenish white, minutely speckled with dusky, which forms 
a divided zone at the larger end. The entrance from the bottom 
is o most unusual and extraordinary anomaly in this family, and I 
suspect must have been accidental. Blyth states that it visits 
Calcutta only during the cold season, but that, before they leave, 
most of them have assumed the nuptial dress. In Nepal it is pro- 
bably a summer visitant only. 


235. Arachnechthra lotenia, L. 


Certhia, spud Linngts—Drrrn, Cat. 1359—Honsr., Cat. 
1084—Jarprne, Nat. Libr. pl. 23—Cin. polita, SParra., apud 
Jenvon, Cat. 233—Certh. purpurata, Suaw.—Edw. Birds, pl. 265. 


Tue Largce PurrLeE HONEY-SUCKER. 


Descr.—Above, brilliantly glossed with metallic green and 
purple, abdomen dull brownish-black; axillary tuft yellow and 
red; wings and tail black; the latter slightly glossed purple ; throat 
and breast rich purple; o narrow bright marrone collar separates 
the purple of the breast from the black of the abdomen. 

Bill and legs black; irides dark brown. Length 54 inches; 
wing 2,5, ; tail 175 bill at front 1; tarsus ;%. 

The female is light dull olive-grey above, the wings brown, and 
the tail slightly glossed black; beneath pale yellow. 

A specimen in the Museum As. Soc., Calcutta, has the winter 
or currucaria plumage of the last, viz., a central glossy gree stripe 
on the throat and breast, and a spot on the shoulders of the wings; 
otherwise as in the female. 1 do not recollect secing the bird in 
this plumage in Malabar, where I had many opportunities of observ- 
ing it, and rather think that it must have been a young bird. 
This fine specics, though sometimes confounded with the last, 
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differs conspicuously in its much longer and more arched bill, also 
in the green play of colours in the upper part of the plumage. 

It is common along the Malabar coast, and also tolerably so in 
the more wooded parts of the Carnatic, as about Madras and other 
large towns. It frequents both jungles and gardens. Layard, 
who observed it in Ceylon, states that its nest exactly resembles that 
of N. Asiatica. At Tellicherry I have seen it frequently enter 
my verandah to feed upon spiders, 1 have not observed it else- 
where in India. Sykes does not include it in his Cutalogue; but 
Horsfield, in his Catalogue, records a specimen from Col. Sykes’s 


collection. 
Sub-fam. Dicz1nx. 


Bill short, usually depressed at the base, thick in some; tail 
short; wings rather long; of very small size. 

The birds of this division are chiefly found in Malayana, 
extending on the one side to Australia, on the other to India. 

There arc three or four distinct types of form in this sub-family. 


Gen. Diczum, Cuvier. 

Char.—Bill short, broad at the base, suddenly compressed 
beyond; tip entire; culmen curved; nostrils triangular; wings 
lengthened, with nine primaries; the first three about equal, the 
2nd slightly the longest ; tail short, even; feet with the lateral toes 
unequal, the outer toe a good deal syndactyle. 

This genus contains some of the smallest birds in India. It 
is much developed in Malayana, extending through the islands 
to Australia. Thero are two types of color; the one plain-coloure 
ed, peculiar to India proper, the other with gayer tints, common to 


this country and Malayana. 


236. Diceeum coccineum, Scorott. 
Certhia, apud Scoroti—Horsr., Cat. 1088—D. cruentatum, 
Lin.—Buytu, Cat. 1871—D. erythronotum, Cuv., and McLutt, 
—D. rubricapillum, Lesson—Edwards, pl. 81. 


Tne SCARLET-BACKED FLOWER-PECKER, 
Deser.—Male—Above, the head, hind-neck, back and upper tail- 
coverts, bright criinson-scarlet, or vermilion ; sides of the head and 
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of the neck, descending on to the sides of the breast, wings, and 
tail, black, glossed with violet-blue, mostly on the sides of the 
neck and shoulders; beneath, pale fulvous, becoming olivaceous- 
ashy on the flanks. 

Female—Above dull ashy-olive, with some of the feathers of the 
upper tail-coverts crimson; wings and tail brown-black; beneath 
fulvous, paler than in the male. Length 33 inches; wing 2;'tail 1 ; 
bill at front.3 to ~,. 

This pretty little Flower-pecker is only found, within our pro- 
vince, in the lower part of the South-cast Himalayas, and in some 
parts of Lower Bengal. It is not rare in the vicinity of 
Calcutta. It is, however, only an outlier here, its chief location 
being Assam, Burmah, and Malayana. 


237. Diceum chrysorheum, Tem. 


YP). Col., 478, 1—Biyrs, Cat. 1373-—Horsr., Cat. 1092—D. 
chrysochlore, BLyru, J. A. S., XIT., 1009. 


Tur YELLOW-VENTED FLOWER-PECKER. 

Descr.—Above vlive-green, slightly more yellowish on the rump 
and upper tail-coverts ; quills and tail blackish, the former edged 
ulbescent; beneath white, tinged yellowish on the breast and 
abdomen, and the under tuil-coverts bright saffron-yellow; two 
stripes from the base of the lower mandible down the sides of the 
neck, and some longitudinal streaks on the breast and abdomen, 
alusky-green. 

Length 38; wing 2}; tail 14; bill at front §; tarsus 4. 

This specics has been found, though very rarely, in Nepal. It 
is more, common in Arakan and Tenasserim, and extends to 
Malacca. I have only, myself, seen it at Moulmein. 


238. Diceum minimum, TIcKELL. 


Nectarinia, apud Ticket, J. A. S., I., 577—Brytn, Cat. 1375 
—Horsr., Cat. 1091—C. erythrorhyncha, LarHamM—JErpon, 2nd 
Suppl, Cat. 237 bis—Certhia Tickellix, Buytu, J. A. S., XI, 
88—Myzanthe inornata, Hopason—Sungti-pro-pho,, Lepch. 
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TICKELL’s FLOWER-PECKER. 


Deser.—Above ashy-olive, paler and flavescent beneath; wings 
and tail darker; bill pale fleshy, witha dusky tip; legs leaden 
brown; irides brown ; sexes alike. 

Length 3} inches; wing 1}; tail 4; bill at front §; tarsus 7p. 

Young birds have the bill fleshy-red, except at the tip; und 
Latham’s name was found on a drawing of one in which this 
colour was exaggerated. 

It is found throughout Lower Bengal, and the jungles of Central 
India, extending to the Himalayas, Assam, and Arakan, and also to 
Ceylon. Blyth observed it in extreme abundance in the hill-jungles 
about Moulmein. It is also found, though rarely, in Southern 
India, being there replaced by the next specics. It frequents the 
tops of high trees, and feeds on the nectar of flowers and minute 
insects; Layard found that it occasionally ate viscous berries, 
probably those of a Cuscuta. « 


239. Diceeum concolor, JERDoN. 


JERDON, Cat. 187—Biyti, Cat. 1374—JeErp., Ill. Ind. Orn. 
pl. 39—Chitlu-jitta, Tel. 


Tue NEILGNERRY FLOWER-PECKER. 


Descr.— Above brownish-olive, bencath greenish-white ; wings 
and tail brown; sexes alike. 

Bill dusky-brown ; legs cinereous-brown ; irides dark brown. 

Length 4,4, inches; wing 2,'; tail 1,4,; tarsus 4; Dill at 
front 74. 

This species very much resembles the last, but is larger, much 
more albescent beneath, and the bill wants the fleshy tinge of the 
other, and is stronger and deeper than that of the last bird. It is 
very abundant on the top of the Neilgherrics, also in most of the 
forests of Malabar, and in the woods of the Eastern Ghits. It 
frequents the highest branches of lofty trecs, hopping actively 
about the small twigs and flowering branches, and feeding on 
various minute insects ; also occasionally on the nectar of flowers, 
and small flower-buds. 
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Gen. Pirrisoma, BLYTH. 


Char.—Bill short and subconical, acutely triangular as viewed 
from above ; ridge of the upper mandible angulated, and that of the 
lower slightly so; both of them curved, the lower one perhaps 
most; tip of the upper overhanging the lower mandible; nostrils 
almost closed by the nasul membrane; gape unarmed ; fect rather 
amall: tarsus equal to the middle toe ; outer toe syndactyle; claws 
moderately hooked ; wings long, reaching to end of tail; tail short, 
even. 

This genus bears the same relation to the plain-coloured 
species of Diceum, that Prionochilus docs to the brighter-coloured 
species. It is a remarkably thick-billed Diccum, though somewhat 
resembling the brighter-coloured Prionochtius. Only one specics is 
known; unless Smicrornis, Gould, from Australia, be considered 
indentical with it, which, judging from the figure, scems not 
improbable. 

240. Piprisoma agile, Ticker. 


Fringilla, apud Ticxett, J. A. S., IL, p. 578—Biyrn, Cat. 
1380—Parisoma vireoides, JERDON, Cat. 133—Pipra squalida, 
Burton, P. Z. S., 1886—Chitlu-jitta, Tel. 


Tue THICK-BILLED FLOWER-PECKER. 

Deser,—Above dull ashy-olive, greenish on the rump and upper 
tail-coverts; wings and tail brownish, the former edged green, 
and the tail slightly edged at tip with whitish, which forms a ter- 
minal spot on the inner web of the outermost feathers; beneath, 
dirty greenish-white, with a few faint stria on the throat, fore-neck, 
and flanks. 

Bill gnd legs leaden; irides orange-yellow. Length 4 inches; 
wing 2}; tail ly); tarsus 4. 

This curious little bird is found over the greater part of India, 
from the Himalayas to the Malabar coast and Ceylon, most com- 
monly in jungly districts, but it is also occasionally seen in groves of 
trees inbare country. I have procured it in Goomsoor, on the Eastern 
Ghits, in Malabar, and the Deccan: Blyth obtaining it in the 
Midnapore jungles. It associates in small flocks, and frequents the 


. 
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highest branches of trees, hopping briskly about, and feeding on 
small spiders, insects, insects’ eggs and larve, aphides, &c. &. 
It has a weak piping note. 

Gen. MyzanTHE, Hodgson. 


Char.—Bill as in Diceum, but shorter; wings long, reaching 
to the end of the short tail, the first four quills about equal; feet 
small. 

This genus, proposed by Hodgson, and founded on a Nepal bird, 
is found to extend to Australia, the well known Diceum hirundj- 
naceum being a typical species. Another occurs in the D. erythro- 
thorax, Lesson, from the Island of Borou, N. Guinea, which is 
D, pectorale of Miller and Schlegel. 


241. Myzanthe ignipectus, Hopson. 
J. A.S., XIL, 983—BuyTHu, Cat. 1377—Horsr.—1093— Sangtt 
pro-pho, Lepch. 
THE FIRE-BREASTED FLOWER-PECKER. 


Deser.— Above black, with a mingled purplish and grcen gloss, 
or almost glossy dark green; quills dull black; beneath buff, with 
a vermilion patch on the breast. 

Bill blackish; legs dusky-brown; irides brown. 

Length 34 inches; wing 14; tail 13; bill at front ¥%; tarsus §. 

The female is glossless olive-brown above, butf beneath. 

This little Flower-pecker has only been found in the South- 
eastern Himalayas, from Nepal to Bootan, and on the Khasia hills. 
It is common in Sikhim, from 2,000 to 6,000 feet or so, and feeds 
on small insects and flower-buds. Hodgson says that it makes 
an ingenious pendulous nest; and Gould figures the nest of the 
Australian species, suspended from a slender twig. . 

Gen. Pacnyeiossa, Hodgson. 

Char.—Bill very short and Swallow-like, but less depressed, 
thick, nearly conic as viewed laterally; upper mandible finely 
denticulated ; nostrils only a narrow slit; gape unarmed; wings 
large ; first three primaries equal ; tarsus short; inner toe shorter 


than the outer one; claws short. 
3B 
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242. Pachyglossa melanoxantha, Hopcson. 
J. A. S., XIL, 1010. 


TnE YELLOW-BELLIED FLOWER-PECKER. 


Desecr,— Above dusky-cinereous, tinged with olive-green on the 
head and clscwherc; upper tail-coverts green; beneath paler; 
throat white, passing down the centre of the fore-neck and breast ; 
belly and lower tail-coverts bright yellow ; axillaries and inside of 
the wings white ; outer tail-feathers with a large subterminal white 
spot on the inner web; the next with a similar but smaller spot. 

Bill blackish; base of lower mandible yellow ; feet greenish. 

Length 43 inches; wing 2%; tail 1}; bill at front ;43 tarsus 
$ inch. 

‘his curious little bird has hitherto only been found in Nepal. 
Hodgson says that it feeds on small insects and viscid berries, 
and makes an ingenious pendulous nest, like Afyzanihe. I was not . 
fortunate cnough to procure this bird in Sikhim. 


The Promeroping, from Africa, are of rather large size; with 
long, slightly curved, bill; a feathered tongue, along cuneate tail, 
and magnificent plumage. 

The Drepanine, chiefly from the oceanic province, have a mode- 
rate or long arched bill, wings with nine primaries, ‘and a short even 
tail, the tarsus somewhat long. They approximate the Diceine. 

The American Cerebina have the bill moderate, straight, or 
very little arched, somewhat stout, and notched; the longish 
wings have nine primarics, with the 2nd, 3rd and 4th longest ; the 
tail is short or moderate, and the plumage brilliant. Like Certhia, 
they creep over trees and feed on honey and insects ; some building 
hanging nests, with o funnel entrance from below, while others 
have two compartments, in the inner of which the eggs are laid. 


Fam. CEerTHiaD2, Creepers. 
Bill compressed, acute, entire, usually long, straight or much 
curved ; feet large; toes often syndactyle; hind toe and claw 


large ; tail generally long and cuncatcd, sometimes short and 
nearly even, 
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The family of Creepers comprises a great varicty of birds, 
which differ considerably from the more typical Tenuirostral 
birds, and approach in their habits some of the Scansorial tribe. 
Asa general rule, the bill is long, and more or less curved, the 
tarsus short, and the hind toe large. The plumage is plain and 
sombre, generally mottled or variegated. Some nestle in holes 
of trees, and others build huge fabries of sticks, or make a large 
mud nest. 

They are divided into Certhina, or true Creepers; and Sitting, 
or Nuthatches : both of which have representatives in India; and 
the remainder are all from tropical America, and have been 
divided into Dendrocolaptine, or Tree-creepers ; Synallavine, or 
Ground-ereepers; and Furnarine, or Oven-birds, from the pecu- 
liar mud-nest they make. Some of the Creepers approach the 
Wrens, which are indeed classed with them by Gray and Swain- 
son, and through which they probably unite with the dentirostral 
group; others, as the Nuthatches, have distant affinities for the 
Woodpeckers ; and others, again, make a very near approach to the 
Australian Velliphagide, one species of Climacteris having been 
mistaken by Temminck for a .Melliphaga. 


Sub-fam. Certuina, True Creepers. 


Bill generally curved, of modcrate length, or rather long, slen- 
der; wings moderate or long, ample, rounded, of ten primaries; the 
first short ; wing-coverts short; tail longish in most, and with the 
feathers often stiff and pointed, short int some; toes long and slen- 
der, outer toe longer than the inner one, much syndactile ; inner 
toe slightly so; hind toe very long, and its claw longer than 
the middle one; claws long, compressed, and curved, and all the 
tocs are very mobile. 

Most of the Creepers are inhabitants of the Old World, but a 

, few are American. Those which have the tail-feathers stiff, press 
the tail against the bark of trees to aid them in climbing. 


Gen. CerTiua, Linnaus (in part). , 
Bill moderate, slender, slightly curved, entire; nostrils basal, 
partly covered by a vaulted membrane; wings somewhat long, 
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4th and 5th quills longest ; tail loag, graduated, with the feathers 
stiff and pointed; legs short, slender; toes long, inner toe much 
shorter than outer; hind toe long; claws long, not much curved, 
slender. ; 

The Tree-creepers are found in very small numbers both in 
America and the Old World, only two being American. The 
common Tree-ereeper of Europe, C. familiaris, is the type of this 
genus. They creep about the trunks and larger branches of trees 
with great facility, and feed on insects, especially on beetles and 
spiders, which they find in the crevices of the bark. They 
nidificate in holes in trees, making their nests with twigs and grass, 
and lined with wool and feathers. They lay numerous eggs, 
from 6 to 9, and they are said to have a pleasing song. In India 
they are entirely confined to the Himalayan region. 


243. Certhia himalayana, Vicors. 


P. Z, S., 1831—Btytg, Cat. 1133—Horsr., Cat. 1043—GouLp, 
Birds of Asia, p.—C. Asiatica, SwAINs. 


Tne HimaLayan TREE-CREEPER. 


Deser.—Above, dark brown, each feather centred with pale 
carthy olive-brown; some of the feathers of the rump and upper 
tail-coverts ferruginous at the tip; the greater coverts ferruginous 
at the base, then dusky black, with a light spot; quills brown, 
faintly barred on the outer web for half the length, and a broad 
fulvous bar on the inner web; tail light brown, barred closely and 
numerously with dusky brown; beneath albescent, tinged with 
pale earthy-brown on the abdomen and flanks. 

Bill blackish; legs brown-black; irides brown. Length 5} 
inches; wing 24; tail 2§; bill at front § to $4; foot 1g. 

The tail is rather short; the middle feathers being slightly 
pointed, and the laterals very narrow. 

This Tree-creeper has only been found in the North-western 
Himalayas. Adams states that it is pretty common in the woods and 
forests of the lesser ranges, and in Cashmere. 
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244. Certhia nipalensis, Hopcson. 


J. A. S., XIV., 581—Brytn, Cat. 1131—Horsr., Cat. 1044— 
C. spilonota, Gray, Cat. Birds of Nepal—Goup, Birds of 
Asia, pl. 

THE NEPAL TREE-CREFPER. 


Descr.—Above rufous-brown, with pale fulvougewhite, central, 
well defined spots, especially on the head; rump and upper tail- 
coverts unspotted deep ferruginous ; quills brown, edged lighter; a 
pale fulvous bar on the outer web of most of the quills, except the 
first three, changing to an oblique white bar on the inner web; 
tail light ferruginous-brown, unbarred, and the feathers much 
pointed; beneath pure white, tinged with ferruginous on the 
sides of the breast; flanks, and lower tail-coverts, deep ferrugi- 
nous. 

Length 54 inches; wing 2}; tail nearly 3; Dill at front 4; foot 
not quite 14. 

This species has been found in Nepal and on some of the higher 
mountains of Sikhim. 


245. Certhia discolor, Buyrn. 


J. A.S., XIV., 580—Btiytn, Cat. 1132—Honrsr,, Cat. 1045— 
GouLD, Birds of Asia, pl.—Saddyer-pho, Lepch. 


Tue Srcuim TREE-CREEPER. 


Deser.— Above rufous-brown, with diffused pale central spots, not 
well defined on the head; bencath, pale carthy-brown; rump and 
upper and lower tail-coverts ferruginous’ tail light ferruginous- 
brown ; the feathers much pointed. 

Length about 6 inches; wing 23; tail 3}; bill at front y%; 
foot 14. 

This species differs from the last especially in the colour of the 
lower parts, in having no ferruginous on the flanks, in the brown 
above being less rufous, and in the central spots not being so well 
defined. It makes the nearest approach to C. familiaris of Europe, 
but haz a longer tail. It has only been found in Sikhim, I 
pbtained it frequently at Darjecling, from 4,000 fect upwards. 
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Gen. SaLpornis, Gray. 


Char.—Paill long, curved, broadish at base, much compressed 
beyond the nostrils; wings reaching to the end of the short tail, 
pointed; 1st primary very short, 2nd nearly as long as 3rd and 
4th, which are equal and longest ; tail short, even, soft and flexible. 

This genus was instituted by Gray for the following species, 
which is the only one yet known. It only differs essentially from 
Certhia, by its short and even tail. 


246. Salpornis spilonota, Franx. 
Certhia, apud Franky, P. Z. S., 1831. 


Tue Srorten-qrey CREEPER. 


Descr.—Above fuscous-grey, white-spotted, with narrow white 
streaks on the head; throat and abdomen whitish, the latter 
barred with dusky ; tail banded white and fuscous. 

Length 53 inches. 

It inhabits the hilly parts of Behar, and probably the hilly 
regions of Central India, Bundeleund, &c. ‘This bird does not 
appear to have been found again since Franklin first procured 
it, except by Hodgson, who teccived it from Behar, and the exact 
locality is still unknown. It is probably the hilly and jungly 
tract that extends from Mount Parisnath (where it is very likely to 
be found), through Chota Nagpore, towards the source of the 
Nerbudda. ~ 


Gen. Ticnoproma, Illiger. 


Char.—Bill very long and slender, slightly curved, trigonal at 
base, cylindric in front, slightly depressed at tip; nostrils basal, 
partially covered by a vaulted membrane; wings long, ample; 
Ist quill short; 4th and 5th longest; tail short, rounded, broad 
and soft; tarsus moderate; toes long and slender; outer toe syn- 
dactyle; hind toe very long; claws moderately curved. 

The Wall-creeper clings to rocks and walls of large buildings, 
never frequenting trees. Only onc species is known. It is said to 
havea double moult, and its coloration is quite peculiar, \ 
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247. Tichodroma muraria, Lry. 


Certhia, apud Linnxus—Biytn, Cat. 1137—Honsr., Cat. 
1046—GoUuLD, Birds of Europe, pl. 239—T. phanicoptera, Tem.— 
T. sub-himalayana, Ilopes.—T. nipalensis, Bonar.—Saggorsa 
lumdong-pho, Lepch. 


Tae Rep-winGED WALL-CREKRER. 


Deser.—Above, light cinereous-grey ; wings, with the lesser 
coverts, lightca rmine; the greater coverts and the primary coverts 
dull carmine, dusky at the tip internally; quills, except the first 
three, red on their outer web for the basal half; the rest black, 
with two large white spots on the 2nd to the 5th primaries; 
tertiaries with a light grey triangular patch on the outer web, next 
the red; quills faintly tipped with albescent; tail brownish-black, 
with a pale whitish tip, wider on the outermost feathers, narrow 
on the others; beneath, throat and breast white; the rest of the 
plumage dark slaty-cinereous. 

Length 6} to 7 inches; wing 4; tail 24; bill at front 1}; 
foot 1%. 

This bird was declared by Bonaparte, in his Conspectus Generum 
Avium, to be distinct from the European species, in having thecheeks 
and abdomen blackish, passing into the scarcely darker color of the 
chin; but I can sce no difference between specimens from Europe 
and others from the Llimalayas. 

It is found throughout the Jlimalayas, descending in winter 
to the Alpine parts of the Punjab. It is also foundin Cashmere, 
in Afghanistan, and the south of Europe. I saw it frequently near 
Darjeeling, but only in winter, froma level of 2,500 to 5,000 ft. orso. 
I first saw it in a tea plantation at Kursion, hunting along some small 
bare ravines that the rains had made in the cleared ground; occa- 
sionally on the bank of a road. I also saw it on rocks on the 
road side, and on perpendicular cliffs along some of the rivers, 
It looks very beautiful when flitting about, the fine red patch on its 
Wings displayed, which it seems fond of doing continually, and, as 
remarked by Vigne, looking more like o butterfly than a bird, 

i found that it had eaten chiefly spiders and coleoptera, &e. It 
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has no call-note. In Europe, it descends in winter from its Alpine 
home, and is found on walls of old buildings, whence the name 
given by Linneus, It is stated to breed in clefts and holes of rocks 
and buildings, and that the eggs are of a fine, almost vermilion, 
red. 

The only other genus of the sub-family is Climacteris, an “Aus- 
tralian form, nearly allied to the Afelliphagide. 


Sub-fam, Srttin#, Nuthatches. 


Bill of moderate length, nearly straight, stout, compressed at 
the tip ; wings moderate ; tail short, even; toes long and slender ; 
outer toe longest, syndactyle. 

The Nuthatches are chiefly found in the Old World and Austra- 
lia, but there are a few specics in North America. They climb 
trees in every direction, but do not use their tail; and seek for 
insects in the crevices of the bark, scaling it off with their strong 
pointed beaks. They breed in holes of trees, making a nest of 
dead leaves, and laying several eggs, white, with rust-coloured spots. 
By some the Nuthatches are looked on as having affinities with 
the Titmice. 


Gen. Sitta, Lin. 


Char.—Bill moderate, straight, wedge-shaped; tip entire, barely 
defiexed ; nostrils basal, rounded, covered by setaceous tufts; 
wings rather long, 1st quill short, 4th and 5th equal and longest ; 
tail short, even soft; feet short, strong; the inner toe very short; 
outer nearly equal to the middle one, all cleft to the base; hind 
toe long, equal to the tarsus; claws strong, broad, and well curved. 

The European Nuthatch is said to live on nuts sometimes (hence 
its name), which it is said to fix in some convenient crevice 
and then break by hammering at them with its bill. This habit 
has not been observed ‘in any of the Indian Nuthatches. The 
(European bird is said to breed in holes of trees, often choosing a 
deserted Woodpecker’s nest, and is described to contract the orifice 
by a plastcr of clay; the nest is made of leaves; the eggs are 
6 or 7 in number, white, with rust-colored spots. There are 
several Amcrican species of the genus. : 
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248. Sitta himalayensis, Jarpine and SeEtsy. 


Ill. Orn. 3, pl. 144—Gouxp, Birds of Asia, pl.-- Buyta, Cat. 
1143—Horsr., Cat. 1048—S. nipalensis, Hopason—S. vitticauda, 
JaMESON—S. indica, Burton—Siddyt-phip, Lepch. 


& 
THE WBITE-TAILED NUTHATCH. 


Deser.— Above deep slaty-blue, with a purplish tinge; below 
pale rufescent-whitish, deepening gradually, and becoming full 
rusty on the lower flanks, vent, and lower tail-coverts; a black 
band from the nostrils, through the eye, to the shoulders; quills, 
and lateral tail-feathers, blackish; a white spot at the base of the 
two central rectrices, and the lateral ones blanched towards their 
tips. / 

Bill dusky-bluish, changing to fleshy-grey towards the base ; 
irides dark brown; legs fleshy-grey. 

Length 44 to 43 inches; wing nearly 3; tail 14; bill at front 
toi foot 14. 

This Nuthatch is found over most of the Himalayas. It is 
numerous in Sikhim, from 5,000 fect or less, to at least 10,000 feet. 
It is very abundant about Darjeeling, frequenting large trees, some- 
times at the top, frequently at their base, running round the trunks, 
up and down, and also on the horizontal branches as well. It picks 
various insects off the bark, and now and then makes a dart at 
one in the air. It is usually seen in small parties. It differs 
structurally from the other Indian Sitte by the bill being wider and 
more depressed at the base. 


249. Sitta leucopsis, Gout. 


P. Z. S. 1849—Horsr., Cat. 1050—GouLp, Birds of Asia, 1, 


pl. 10. 
THe WHITE-CHEEKED NUTHATCH. ¢ 


Deser.—Crown of head and back of neck jet-black; all the 


upper surface deep blue-grey; primaries black, edged with grey ; 
3c 
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central tail-feathers blue-grey ; lateral feathers black, tipped with 
Llue-grey ; the two outer ones, on each side, with a small spot of 
white on the inner web near the tip; face, chin, throat, breast, 
and centre of the abdomen, white, the latter slightly washed with 
buff; flanks and under tail-coverts bright chesnut; bill black, 
with a blue-grey base ; legs grey. 

Length 5 inches; wing 34; tail 2; bill 3; tarsus }. 

This Nuthatch is from the North-western Himalayas, but ap- 
pears very rare. It is, not improbably, the supposed White-headed 
Woodpecker noticed in p. 275. 


250. Sitta castaneoventris, FRanK.in. 


P. Z. 8. 1831—Jarp. and SELBY, Ill. Orn., 3, pl. 145—GouLp, 
Birds of Asia, 1, pl. 9—BuiytTx, Cat. 1142—Horsr., Cat. 157— 
JERDON, Cat. 219. 


THE CHESNUT-BELLIED NUTHATCH. 


- Descr.— Above, greyish-plumbeous, lightest on the head and 
nape ; stripe from the gape, through the eyes, to the nape, black ; 
quills, with the inner webs of the feathers, black; throat, face, and 
spot on the lateral tail-feathers, white; breast, and under tail- 
coverts, with the abdomen, deep chesnut-bay in the male, dark 
cinnamon-colour in the female. 

Bill horny-black ; legs plumbeous; irides brown. 

Length 5% inches; wing 3,4; tail ly; bill at front nearly 7%; 
foot 14; weight 3 oz. 

This Nuthatch is found in most of the jungles of Southern and 
Central India, from the extreme South to Rajmahal and Mirzapore. 
It is rare, however, in the damp Malabar forests. I have killed 
it in the Wynaad, on the Neilgherry slopes, and in Mysore, It 
is much more common in Central India, in the jungles near 
Nagpore, in the Vindhian range of hills, and in Bundelkund, in 
Goomsoor, and the Northern Circars. It frequents lofty trees, 
and has the usual habits of the tribe. 
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251. Sitta cinnamomeoventris, Bryrrn. 


J. A. S., XL, 459—Burytu, Cat. 1141—Horsr., Cat. 1052— 
GouLD, Birds of Asia, pl. 8—S. nipalensis, apud Borar.—Sisi, H. 
—Sidhyt-phip, Lepch. 


THE CINNAMON-BELLIED NUTHATCH. 


Descr.—Above, ashy-plumbeous, lightest on the head and neck ; 
beneath, white on the chin and lores; neck, breast, abdomen, and 
lower tail-coverts, deep bright cinnamon-chesnut in the male, 
dull rusty cinnamon-colour in the female; a black “eye-streak from 
the nostrils ; the tertiaries have their internal webs black, extending 
more or less to the outer web ; tail-feathers deep black, with a white 
spot -on the inner webs (except the outer one which has only a trace 
of white), and a grey spot on the outer; all tipped with dusky. 

Length 5} inches; wing 34; tail 12; extent 11; Dill at front 
nearly ?; foot 1}4. 

This species is very closely allied to the last; the bill is broader, 
not so much compressed, and it is a somewhat stouter bird. It has 
only been procured in the South-eastern Himalayes. I found it in 
Sikhim, from 2,000 feet to nearly 6,000 fect. Buch. Hamilton, in 
his MSS., as quoted by Horsfield, says that he found it at Chunar 
in mango-groves, in pairs or families, and that it was said to retire 
to the hills in the rains. Surely he must have had the last species 
(castaneoventris) in view, and not this one. 


252. Sitta formosa, Birt. 


J. A. S., XIL, 938—Biytu, Cat. 11838—TZishé kuyi gumbo, 
Lepch. 


Tne BeautiruL Nutuarcg. 

Descr.—Black, splendidly variegated with different shades of 
blue ; streaked with cobalt-blue on the head, and with azure-blue 
on the back, and with whitish, mixed with lavender, on the sides of 
the neck; the shoulders, lesser wing-coverts, the scapulars, lower 
back, rump, and upper tail-coverts, verdigris-blue ; the greater wing- 
covertg and tertiarics black, elegantly margined with white at their 
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tips; the under parts, light rusty-fulvous, paler on the breast, and 
albescent on the throat; the frontal feathers tipped dingy-white, 
and round the eye is whitish also; middle tail-feathers lavender- 
blue, with a black mesial line; the rest black, edged internally 
with blue, and tipped with duller blue; the outermost feather 
having a large white spot at the extremity of ita inner web, and 
the next one, a smaller terminal spot of the same. 

Bill blackish; legs greenish-horny, with yellow soles; irides 
dark brown. 

Length 74 inches; wing 4; tail 2}; bill at front $; tarsus }; 
hind-toe with claw 1. , 

The 2nd quill is somewhat shorter than in other Sitte, and the 
hind-claw perhaps less elongated; but it is otherwise a typical 
Sitta, except in size and coloration. Bonaparte makes it a sub- 
genus, Callisitta. 

This truly splendid Nuthatch has only been found in Sikhim, and 
that very rarely. There is one specimen in the Asiatic Society’s 
Museum, none in that of the Jate E. 1. C.’s ] procured one example 
only at Darjeeling, which was said to have been shot at an eleva- 
tion of between 7,000 and 8,000 feet. Major Tickell informs me 
that he obtained a single specimen at Darjeeling, which he shot in 
the station itself. I imagine that it must be chiefly peculiar to the 
higher regions. 


Gen. DENDROPHILA, Swainson. 


Char.—General structure of Sitta; nostrils large, oval, open, 
nearly naked, with a very few incumbent hairs; base of bill 
widened ; tip of the culmen slightly inclined downwards; the foot 
typical, with the hind-toe, if anything, larger. 


253. Dendrophila frontalis, Horsr. 


Sitta, apud Horsr., L. T. XI1I.—Swatnson, Zool. fll., 2nd Ser., 
pl. 2—JERpoN, Cat. 221—Buiyts, Cat. 1144—Horar., Cat. 
1053—Sitta velata, TEM., pl col. 72, f. 3—S. corallina, Hopes. 


THE VELVET-FRONTED BLUE NUTHATCH. 


Deser.—Above fine cerulean-blue, with a tinge of lilac on the 
‘head; forehead deep velvety black; quills and lateral feathers 


SITTIN®E. : 389 


blackish, the former mote or less edged with blue, the latter 
tipped with white; beneath, delicate lilac-brownish, darkest on 
the vent and under tail-coverts, and reddish on the flanks; chin 
and throat white. The male, even in nestling plumage, is distin- 
guished from the female by having a black sincipital streak. 

Bill bright coral-red; legs sienna-yellow ; orbitar skin lemon- 
yellow ; irides light straw-yellow. 

Length 5 inches; wing 3; extent 84; tail 1}; bill at front 4, ; 
tarsus ,%; weight not quite $ oz. 

This lovely little Nuthatch is found over the greater part of India 
in suitable localities. I have found it on the Malabar coast, on 
the summit of the Neilgherries, in Central India, in Goomsoor, 
and also on the Himalayas. It is also found in Ceylon, Assam, 
Burmah, and Malayana. On the Himalayas I only found it in the 
warmer valleys, and not common. It is most abundant on the 
Neilgherries. It is generally found in small parties of five or six, 
active and restless, creeping round the horizontal branches of trees 
chiefly, and sceming to prefer the under side, and frequently 
running down the trunks of trees. It feeds on various small 
insects and larvx, which it picks off the bark. 


The genus Sittella is Australian, and appears to approach Climac- 
teris in its plumage; and there is another group found in New 
Zealand, Acanthisitta, Laf. Gray includes in the Sittine two or 
three genera of South American birds, which are usually placed in 
the next sub-family. These are the Dendrocolaptine, or great Tree- 
creepers, birds with very various bills, and strong fect, having 
sharp curved claws; and the tail having the shafts bare and stiff, 
like those of the Woodpeckers. The Synallaxine have also the 
pointed tail, with the outer toe longer than the inner, and syndactyle ; 
the bill moderate, slender, and pointed. They are remarkable for 
their large nests, sometimes two or three feet in length, made of 

“sticks, and divided by a partition into two chambers, in the inner of 
which the eggs are laid. 

The Furnarine, or Oven-birds, are the last sub-family ; in this 
the outer toc is only slightly longer than the inner, and very 
little syndactyle. They seek their food both on trees and on the 
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ground, on which they run and walk with ease. They build a 
remarkable nest of clay, straw, and dried herbage, in the form 
of an oven, with the entrance on one side, and the interior di- 
vided into two partitions. By their terrestrial habit they perhaps 
tend towards the Hoopoes. 


Fam. Upurrpz, Hoopoes. 


Bill long and slender, slightly curved throughout; the tip acute 
and entire ; nostrils emall; wings rounded ; tail moderate or long, 
even or rounded; tarsi short and stout; outer toe syndactyle at the 
base; toes and claws strong. 

This family, and the reasons for placing it here, have been al- 
ready alluded to (p. 358). They comprise a very small number of 
birds, chicfly African, one genus extending over the greater part of 
Europe and Asia, as well as of Africa. 


Sub-fam. Ururin&. 


Tail with ten feathers; wings long; bill keeled at the base ; head 
with a large erectile crest. 


Gen. Upurpa, Lin. 


Char.—Bill very long, moderately curved, compressed; gape 
wide; head with a large crest; nostrils round, slightly removed 
from the base, destitute of any membrane; wings long, with 4th 
quill longest; tail even, broad, of ten feathers; tarsus moderate, 
with transverse scutz in front, reticulate posteriorly ; claws short, 
that of hallux longer, somewhat straight. 

The Hoopoes are ground-fecders, and nestle in holes of trees, 
or of walls. The few species are found in the Old World, not 
extending to Australia. The tongue is short and heart-shaped ; 
the mandibles are flat, not even grooved internally ; their stomach 
is membranous; the intestines are devoid of cwca; aud the 
sternum is notched posteriorly. 


- 


254. Upupa epops, Lin. 
Pl. Enl., 52—Gould, Birds of Europe, pl 238—Buiyrtn, Cat. 


194—Horsr., Cat. 1054—Sykes, Cat. 125 (in part)—Upupa / 


indica, Hopes.— Hudhud, Persian and Hind.— Kat-kuto, Sind, 


UPUPIDA. 391 


THe Euvrorean Hooproe. 


Descr.—Head, with the feathers of the crest, pale cinnamon- 
rufous, tipped with black, and with a white space between the 
black and the rufous on the median and posterior feathers; 
hind neck, sides of neck, interscapulars, and shoulder of the 
wings, pale fawn, passing into brownish-ashy; the middle of the 
back banded white and black; the upper tail-coverts white at the 
base, ended with black; wings black; the coverts black, with two 
large white bars; the primary quills with a white spot or bar near 
the tip, on the first on the inner web only, on the others upon both 
webs ; the secondaries and tertiaries with three and finally four 
white bands; tail with a broad white oblique band, about the 
middle; beneath the chin whitish; the throat and breast pale 
rufous fawn, ashy on the sides of the breast; abdomen white, with 
black streaks and dashes; under tail-coverts white. 

Bill black, reddish at the base ; irides red-brown; legs brown- 
ish-black. 

Length 12 to 12} inches; wing 5}; tail 4; bill at front 1} to 
1}}; tarsus not 4. 

The Hoopoe of Europe is found in the Himalayas, in Northern 
India, in Lower Bengal, and in various parts of India as far as 
the Neilgherries. It extends to Assam, and perhaps to Upper 
Burmah. It is found over the south of Europe, North Africa, 
and most of Asia. I procured it at Darjeeling. There it is a 
winter visitant only. In Nepal and Bengal also it is only a 
winter bird; and Adams states that it migrates southwards from 
Cashmere to the Punjab and India in winter. In captivity the 
Hoopoe is said to be readily tamed, and to show great intelligence 
and susceptibility of attachment. Mussalmans venerate the Hoopoe, 
on account of their supposing it to have been a favorite bird of 
Solomon, who is said to have employed one as a messenger. 
It is stated that the oily matter secreted by the sebaceous gland 
on the tail-bone, assumes, in the female at breeding time, and 
on the young in the nest, an intolerable stench, whence an idea 
prevalent in some -countries, that this bird makes its nest of 
cow-dung. 
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Dr. Adams states that, in Cashmere, where it is very common, the 
King-crow ( Dicrurus longicaudatus) very often robs it of its prey. 
I found a Hoopoe breeding on the Neilgherries in May, and am 
not now certain whether it was the present species or the next, 
It nestles in holes of walls, trees, &c., and lays several pale green- 
ish-blue or bluish-white eggs. Pallas states that he once found the 
nest of one within the exposed and barely decomposed thorax of 
a human body, with seven young birds just ready to fly, which 
defended themselves by a most fetid fluid. Its voice is a 
pretty loud, double or treble hoop, whence its name in most 
lunguages. It feeds on the ground, walking with ease, and 
picking up various insects, as coleoptera, ants, grubs, and small 
grasshoppers. 


255. Upupa nigripennis, GouLp. 


Horsr., Cat. 1055—U. minor, SyKeEs, Cat. 125—Jerpon, Cat. 
238-—U.Senegalensis,apud Buy TH, Cat. 195—Hudhud, H.— Kondeh 
pitta, Tel., t. e. ‘crested bird,’ also Kukudeu guwa, from its call. 


THE Inp1AN HOOPoE. 


Descr.—Very similar to the last, but smaller, and distinguished 
by the generally darker hue of the rufous of the head and crest, 
and there is no white on the crest ; the white wing-bands being also 
smaller and less conspicuous, and the first primary wants the white 
spot entirely; the hind-neck and interscapulars are deeper rufous, 
inclining to brown and less to ashy; the rump is dusky-black, with 
a downy white ending to the feathers ; the chin is rufous, and this 
colour extends along the abdomen to the vent, witk only a few 
dusky streaks on the lower abdomen; vent and under tail-coverts 
white. 

Length 10} inches; extent 18; wing 5 to 54; tail 4; bill at 
front 1} to nearly 2; tarsus ¢. 

I am at a loss to know why Gould named this species nigripennis, 
as the name is much more applicable to a S. African species, which 
appears to want the white spots on the wings altogether. 
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The Indian Hoopoe is found throughout Southern India and 
Ceylon, extending through part of Central India to the North- 
western Provinces and the Dehra Doon. 

It frequents groves of trees, thin forest-jungle, gardens, and tho 
neighbourhood of villages, and old deserted buildings, such as 
mosques, tombs, and large mud walls. It feeds entirely on the 
ground, walking with great ease, and picks up various insects, as 
coleoptera, ants, small grasshoppers, and, as Mr. Burgess informs 
us, the larve of the ant-lion (Myrmeleo). It frequently, too, 
searches the dung of cattle for grubs and other insects. When 
feeding, the crest is depressed; but it invariably erects it at once 
on seating itself. Its flight is undulating and yet vigorous, for, 
as Mr. Philipps remarks, and as I have often witnessed, a trained 
hawk almost always fails in seizing it. Its call, like that of its 
congener, is a deep whoot, usually of two syllables, whence its 
Persian name. I have obtained the eggs occasionally from a hole 
in an old building or mud wall; they were four or five in number, 
very pale blue (like skim-milk, as Burgess says,) and of a very 
elongated form. 

All the Hoopoes from Burmah differ from this last species in 
having the white spot on the Ist primary; but, like it, want the 
white on the crest, and the rufous colour is decp; the chin is not 
white, and the lower parts are strongly dashed with dusky. In 
these birds, too, the bill is very long, 2} to 2§ inches. This race 
abounds in Burmah, and is a permanent resident there ; for I found 
it breeding in holes of trees in June and July. A specimen from 
Ceylon, and another from the Dehra Doon, in the Museum of the 
Asiatic Society, appear to belong to this race. Is it a distinct 
species? Ifso, U. longirostris. One or two others are peculiar to 
Africa, vez., U. minor, and U. senegalensis. 

The remaining birds of this family belong to the sub-family 
Trrisorine, formerly classed with Promerops, and are peculizr to 
Africa and Madagascar. 

Trrisor is described as going in small flocks, feeding on cockroaches 
and other insects on the trunks and branches of trees, over which 

3 Db 
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they creep somewhat like Woodpeckers. They have a lond 
chattering note, are restless in their habits, and have a disagreeable 
smell. Falcuiia and Fregilupus are placed by some as a distinct 
sub-family. 

The remaining famihes of the Tenuirostres are the Humming- 
birds, the Honey-eaters, and the Paradise-birds. The Humming. 
birds, TRocHILIDs#, are the gems of the feathered creation, the 
smallest and the most lovely of all. Their bill4s very slender, of 
various length and curvature; the wings are long and pointed, the 
quills sometimes of great strength; the tail of ten feathers, usually 
short and nearly even, lengthened and forked in some; the tarsus 
is shortand feeble, and the toes are small. They are often adorned 
with various ornamental tufts of feathers, like the Birds of Para- 
dise, and some of the Epimachine ; and the feathers are frequently 
scale-like, with metallic lustre. 

In their anatomy they resemble the Swifts, having a similarly 
formed sternum, without any notch behind, a small gizzard, no 
ceca; and their body-fcathers possess the supplementary plume ; 
but they differ from the Cypselide by having a complicated inferior 
laryx,” and their toes are composed of the usual number of 
phalanges. The tongue is formed of two filaments, and is capable 
of protrusion, like that of the Woodpeckers; in some it is iewpaiigs 
near the tip with retroverted spines. 

The Humming-birds are found only in America, and chiefly in 
the tropical regions, often at great elevations. They feedon 
the nectar of flowers, and also on flies and other small insects that 
harbour in flowers, some (it is said) seizing them in the air. They 
build a neat and delicate nest, of various soft materials, upon 
branches or leaves, and lay almost invariably two white eggs. 

Mr. Gould has just completed a magnificeat monograph of this 
group, which now numbers above 400 species. 

The MreLuirHacipa, or Honey-eaters, of Australia and neigh- 

‘ bouring islands, form a well marked group, distinguished by the long 





* The largest of the Humming-birds, Patagona gigas, has a simple vocal ap- 
paratus, with only the ordinary sierno-tracheal long tendinous muscle 
- 
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protrusile tongue, furnished with a tuft or pencil of fibres, by 
means of which they extract the honey and pollen of flowers. 
The bill is various, short, somewhat conic, and notched in some, 
long, slender and curved in others; the wings are of moderate 
length, with the first three quills graduated, or the 3rd and 4th 
equal; tail usually moderate; the tarsus short, and outer toe 
much syndactyle, and the hind toe large. They feed on soft fruit 
and insects, as well as upon the nectar of flowers; usually build 
somewhat neat nests in bushes, or often suspended from twigs, and 
generally lay two eggs. They are not clothed in rich plumage; 
chiefly various shades of yreen, yellow and black, and are occasion- 
ally ornamented by various tufts and wattles, 

The Honey-eaters resemble the ordinary dentirostral birds, such 
as Thrushes, in their anatomy. They probably unite with the 
Nectarinide through the Myzomele, which have the wings more 
rounded than the others, and perhaps also with the Birds of 
Paradise by means of Sericulus. The Orioles and Phyllornis are 
placed among the Melliphugide by some systematists, and certainly 
they bear some resemblance to those birds (which may be that of 
affinity) both in appearance and habits, but for reasons connected 
with the geographic distribution of the Melliphagide, 1 prefer 
keeping these birds of Africa and India apart among the Thrushes. 
Zosterops, too, is classed by many in this family; but its geographic 
distribution over Africa and India, as well as the oceanic province, 
equally forbids its being placed here. 

The PaRapisE1D2, or Birds of Paradise, have been variously 
placed by systematists. Cuvier, relying chiefly on the thick 
conical beak of some, with the nostrils clothed with short plumes, 
placed them in the Conirostres, not far from the Crows (but at 
the same time next to his tribe of Zenuirostres), and in this he 
has been followed by many others. Swainson, with a truer intui- 
tion of their affinities, placed them in the present tribe; and 
taking their rich gorgeous plumage, wonderfully developed shoul- 


| der-tufts and uropygials, aud their habitsas faras known, I think 


there can be little doubt that this is their true place. With 
tegard to the birds belonging to this family, I nearly agree with 
Bonaparte in one of his later writings, and would include in it the 
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true Birds of Paradise; the Epimachus group, including Piiloris; tho 
Astrapie, the Phonygame, and, more doubtfully, the Glaucopodine 
of New Zealand. Omitting the last, which (according to Bonaparte) 
unite this group to the Fregiline, we have an assemblage of birds 
of moderate or large size for. this tribe, and mostly of rich and 
magnificent plumage, almost all from New Guinea and the neigh- 
bouring islands, with one or two from Australia. They may be said 
to unite with the Nectarinide on the one hand, through Péiloris, and 
to the Melliphagide, as before stated, by Sericulus. The bill is 
various, short, thick, and notched in some, curved and moderately 
slender in others; their feet are stout, and the claws well curved ; 
the wings moderate or long, and the tail variously developed. The 
true Birds of Paradise are said to be polygamous, and thoir mag- 
nificent plumes to be, in fact, seasonal, and they display these in the 
manner of a Peacock : but their habits are still very little known. 
Ptiloris, which looks like an overgrown Nectarinia, is said to have 
much of the habits of the Creepers. 


Tribe DENTIROSTRES. 


Bill of moderate size, small, usually with a tooth or notch in the 
upper mandible near the tip; toes three before and one behind, the 
outer front toe usually slightly syndactyle. This tribe, like all the 
others, is incapable of any rigorous definition; the subordinate 
characters of wings, tail and feet, being greatly diversified. It is 
not the less, however, 1 natural group, and differs from most of the 
members of the remaining tribe, the Controstres, by some marked 
peculiarities of structure and habits. 

The bill in Dentirostres is, in general, less thick, and more 
slender, and the upper mandible especially is usually a good deal 
thicker than the lower one, and the tooth or notch (from which 
the name of the group is taken) is very generally, though not uni- 
formly, present, and its absence has led some systematists errone- 
ously to separate, solely on this account, certain birds from their 
very near affines. 

As a general rule, the great majority of this tribe are insect- 
feeders; though many live at times much on fruit, and some even 
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feed on small hard seeds or grain. They all construct nests of 
various degrees of neatness, and most of them lay coloured eggs. 
They are all of small or moderate size. 

In their anatomy they closely resemble one another, as weil 
as the last and the succeeding tribes. The sternum has only one 
emargination posteriorly, varying somewhat in size, and occasion- 
ally reduced to a foramen; the furcula long, slender, and having 
a compressed vertical appendage; the manubrial and costal pro- 
cesses are both prolonged; the brain is large; the lower larynx 
is complicated, and acted on by four pairs of muscles; the stomach 
is more or less muscular; the intestines are long, with two minute 
ceca, but both of these last varyirg somewhat in different 
families. 

They are all able to inflect the voice, though some of them do 
so rarely, or not at all; and our finest singing birds belong to 
the present tribe. The young of all are hatched naked, and they 
moult their nestling plumage in the first year, with the exception 
of the remiges and rectrices. With few exceptions, viz., the 
Australian AMfaluri, and some of the small Flycatchers, the Bhringa, 
and certain of the Pipits and Wagstails, none have a distinct vernal 
moult; at least they do not change their colours as many of the 
last and as several of the succecding tribe do. As a general 
tule, the birds of this tribe are less gregarious than those of the 
Conicostral group. 

The division of this tribe into familics, and their limitations, 
is attended with much difficulty, owing to their intimate relations 
with each other. Most English ornithologists divide them into the 
following families,—Shrikes, Thrushes, Flycatchers, Warblers, 
and Fruit-eaters; and I see no reason for changing these, although, 
in several cases, I differ from Gray, Horsfield, and others, with regard 
to the contents and extent of some of the families. Many ornitholo- 
gists, at the present day, prefer keeping the various groups apart, 
without attempting to bring them together into large divisions; but, 
as | have previously stated, I prefer, in all cases, to endeavour 
to bring them into groups of successively increasing value. The 
fmilies adopted in the present work, and their succession, are as 
follow :— 


_— 
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1st.—Laniade, Shrikes.—These are, typically, birds chiefly of 
moderate size, with the beak strong and compressed, and the tooth 
of the upper mandible well developed. They live chiefly on 
insects, also on small birds and mammals, and take their prey either 
on the ground, or on the branches and leaves of trees, a few 
catching insects on the wing. 

2nd.—Muscicapide, Flycatchers.—These are birds of chiefly small 
size; their bill is typically much depressed, and broad, with well 
developed rictal bristles; and the tarsi are feeble. They mostly 
seize insects in the air, a few descending to the ground, or 
picking them off leaves. 

3rd.— Merulide, Thrushes.—These are, typically, ground-feeders, 
hopping, and picking up snails, worms, and insects, and also 
at times berries. Their bill is of moderate length and strength, 
not depressed, but rather compressed, the rictal bristles not much 
developed. The tarsi are moderately developed, strong and length- 
ened in most. 

4th.— Brachypodidaw.—Short-legged Thrushes, including the 
Bulbuls and Orioles. TheSe are arboreal birds, with short legs 
and feet, and live chiefly on fruit. 

5th.—Sylviade, Warblers.—These are mostly small birds, with 
more or less slender bills; moderate or long tarsi; and by far the 
zreatest number of them feed on insects, some on the ground, 
others upon trees. 

6th.—Ampelide.—This group comprises, according to my views, 
a considerable number of birds of somewhat various structure, 
and some of the members of which have been bandied about a 
good deal, owing to the uncertainty of their position. I include 
in it, of Indian birds, the Pari, the Leiothriz group, and some 
of their affines, as Péeruthius, and perhaps the Accentorine ;‘also the 
true Ampeline, such as Cochoa ; whilst, of foreign groups, we 
must add the Pipride and Mniotiltide of America, the Pardaloti and 
Pachycephali of the Australian region, and perhaps some others, 
as will be mentioned when J treat of the group in detail. I 
shall only remark here, that they are the most anomalous, as to 
colours, of the whole dentirostral group, many of them exhibiting 
great varicty and beauty. They are very arboreal, and their feet 
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are generally stout, though the tarsi are comparatively short, 
enabling them to hop and clamber about the extreme twigs of trees, 
where they feed on insects, buds, and fruit. 

The bill is generally stout, often somewhat conic, but very much 
varied, ag in many other large groups. 


Fam. LanrAp#, Shrikes. 


Bill strong, short, or of moderate length, notched or toothed at 
the tip; gape rather wide, with rictal bristles ; tarsus short, strong, 
usually with large scute in front and on the toes. 

Shrikes are divided into several sub-families, with well marked 
characteristics of structure and habits. Those adopted in the 
present work are as follow :— 

lst,—Laniane.—True Shrikes, with the strongest bills. Seize 
their prey on the ground; and are chiefly from the Old World. 

2nd.—Malaconotine.—Bush Shrikes, with longer beaks. Seize 
insects on leaves and branches, occasionally in the air. India, Africa, 
and perhaps Australia. 

3rd.—Dicrurina.—Drongo Shrikes, with the bill long and some- 
what depressed, long forked tails, and glossy black plumage. Seize 
their insect-prey in the air, or upon the ground, or on trees. Africa, 
India, to Australia. 

4th.—Artamine.—Swallow Shrikes, with moderate or stout bills, 
barely hooked, long wings, and short tails. Wunt for insects in the 
air, like Swallows. From India, Madagascar, and Australia. 

5th.— Campephagine.—Cuckoo Shrikes, with the bill rather 
wide at the base, very slightly hooked. Seek for insects on 
branches and leaves. Africa, India, and Australia. 

Besides these sub-families, there are the Thamnophiline of 
America; and perhaps some of the larger Tyrannine of the New 
World should rather be placed with the Shrikes, than with the 
Fly-catchers. 

Gray has only two sub-families of Shrikes, Lantne, in which 
he distributes our first two sub-families, and Thamnophiline ; 
the other Shrikes being placed under his Ampelide. 


« 
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Sub-fam. Lantana, True Shrikes. 


Char.—Bill strong, deep, more or less abruptly hooked, and the 
tip strongly notched; wings moderate ; tail moderate or long; 
tarsus rather short, stout; feet short, strong; lateral toes nearly 
equal; middle toe short; claws sharp. 

The Shrikes are a well known group of birds, found all over the 
world, except in Australia and South America. They are of plain 
and sober colours, black, grey, rufous, and white, being the only 
shades found among them. They watch, in general, from a 
perch on atree, and pounce on their insect-prey on the ground. 
Many of them kill small birds and mammals, such as mice and 
shrews; and some of them have the habit of impaling their victims 
on thorns. Their flight is direct, moderately rapid, with repeated 
strokes of the wings. 


Gen. Lantus, Lin. (in part). 


Char,—Bill short, strongly hooked and toothed, much compressed ; 
rictal bristles numerous, rather weak ; wings moderate; 3rd and 4th 
quills about equal and longest; tail somewhat long, graduated ; 
tarsus short ; feet short, but strong. 

Gray, in his List of Genera, put L. eecubitor under the genus 
Collurio, and reserves Lanius for L. cristatus ; but I do not think 
that there is enough difference to entitle them to different sub- 
generic rank. 


256. Lanius lahtora, Syxes. 


Collurio, apud Syrxes, Cat. 50—Gray and Harpw,, Ill. Ind. 
Zool., 2, pl. 31—L. burra, do., pl. 32, f. 3—Jmrpon, Cat. 49— 
Byrn, Cat. 868—Horsr., Cat. 211—Dudiya latora, t. e. « Milky 
Shrike, H.—Sufeid latora in N. W.—Kach-kacha latora, in 
Bengal—Chinka bellinchi, Tel., also Pedda kiriti-gadu, Tel 


THe Inpian Grey SurikeE. 


Descr.—Pale blue-grey ; very narrow frontal streak, continued 
through the eyes to the nape; the wings and middle tail-feathers, 
black ; a large band on the wings, formed by a broad band occupy- 
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ing two-thirds of all the primaries, and the outer webs and tips of 
the secondaries ; the margins of the scapulars, the two external tail- 
feathers on each side, and the tips of the two following, white; also 
all the lower plumage. 

Bill black ; legs brown-black ; irides hazel-brown. 

Length 94 to 10 inches; wing 4}; tail 4) to 5; bill at front &; 
tarsus 1f; weight 2 oz. ‘ 

The Indian Grey Shrike is very close to L. excubitor of Europe; 
but differs in having the forehead black, and in the white upon its 
secondary quills. It is spread throughout the greater part of India, 
but is not found in the damp province of Malabar, nor in Lower 
Bengal. I observe that it is stated to be also an inhabitant of the 
North-enst of Africa. 

It affects chiefly low, thin, and thorny jungle, or plains where 
a few low trees or bushes are sparingly sprinkled. It is not often 
found in cultivated ground, or near villages. It has the usual 
habits of the tribe, sitting on the top of some low tree, on the watch 
for a cricket, a locust, or for some young or sickly bird to come 
near. It flies low, near the ground, from one tree to another, and 
it has a harsh grating cry, but can also sing sweetly ; and, it is said, 
imitates the song of other birds to bring them near. Mr, Philipps 
states that he has seen it capture small birds ; and that, in the North- 
west, it is occasionally trained to do so. He also relates that it is 
sometimes picketed to the ground, closely attached to a Starling, and 
the neighbouring bushes, twigs, &c., being well smeared with bird- 
lime. All sorts of birds come to witness the supposed fizht, and to se- 
parate the combatants, and many are captured by the limed branches, 

Thave seen the nest and eggs on several occasions, from February 
to May. The nest is rather large, deeply cup-shaped, made of twigs, 
roots, &c., and lined with hair or cotton, and the eggs, three to five 
in number, are dull green'sh-white, with a few spots and blotches of 
greenish-brown and light reddish-brown. Burgess asserts that it 
migrates from the Deccan during the monsoon; but I saw it all 
the year round at Jalnah, as well as in other parts of country. 


-* 
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257. Lanius erythronotus, Vicors. 


Collurio apud Vieors, P. Z. S., 1831—GouLp, Cent. Hin, 
Birds, pL 12, £. 2.—BuiytTu, Cat. 870 —Horsr., Cat. 213 and 214— 
Coll. jounotus, Hopes.—Jerpon, Cat. 50—L. caniceps, BuyTu, 
Cut. 871--Mattiya latora, H. i.e. ‘Earthy Shrike’ in the South; 
Kajala latora, H., in the North— Yerra bellinchi, Tel. 


The RUFOUS-BACKED SHRIKE. 


Descr. Head above, nape, and upper part of the back, pure ashy ; 
narrow frontal streak, continued through the eyes to the end of the 
ear-coverts, black; scapulars, lower back, rump, and upper tuil- 
coverts, ferruginous ; wings black; edge of the wing, and a small 
spot near the basc of the primaries, white; tail, with the four 
central feathers, black, the outer feathers reddish-cinereous, eded 
and tipped paler or whitish; beneath white, ferruginous om the 
flanks and under tail-coverts; bill and legs black; irides dark 
brown. 

Length 10 inches; wing 34 to #; tail 4} to 5; tarsus 1}. 

It will be seen, from the synonyms quoted above, that I do not 
adopt Blyth’s species caniceps, from Southern India, which appear: 
to me to be founded on a rather pale and abraded specimen. 
The black frontal band appears to be slightly narrower, the grey 
of the head is paler, and spreads over more of the back, and over 
the eye-band; and on the forehead it is almost whitish, and the 
rufous color of the back is almost confined to the rump and upper 
tuil-coverts. I have killed specimens somewhat similar to this, and 
others quite as rufous as Himalayan specimens, in the same part of 
the country, and we know that the amount of rufous varies much 
both in this and in Z. nigriceps; whether dependent on age or 
otherwise, I cannot say. Horsfield, in his Catalogue, enumerates 
Sykes’s specimen as belonging to erythronotus. In Hutton’s notes on 
Kandahar, Blyth states that the specimens forwarded by Captain 
Sutton resemble erythronotus in size, but caniceps in colouring; 
and Adams, in his Birds of Cashmere, gives L. caniceps and not 
erythronotus. . 

This Rufous-backed Shrike is found throughout the greater 
part of Indie, being common on the Malabar coast and the 
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Neilgherries, more rare and only found in the better-wooded 
portions of the Carnatic and Central India; and extending to 
Sindh, the lower Himalayas, and part of Bengal, and Ceylon. It 
affects jungly places, and hedge-rows and bushes in cultivated 
spots near jungle. Mr. Philipps states that it ie inferior in courage 
to L. lahktora, and never attacks living birds. Its call, says he, is 
a shrill single sound, generally repeated with one high and one 
low note, like peek peek. I have found its nest in low bushes 
on the Neilgherries, very similar to that of the last. 

DL. schach, L., (bentet, Horsf.) from Java and China, is very 
like this, but is larger, and with the frontal band wider. 


258. Lanius tephronotus, Vicors. 
Collurio, apud Vicors, P. Z. S., 1831—BuiytTa, Cat. 873— 


| Horsr., Cat. 217—L. nipalensis, Wopves.—Bhadraya of the hills 


of Nepal—Bagaha tentha in the plains.—Sakrik-pho, Lepeh.— 
Totem, Bhot. 


‘Tne GREY-BACKED SHRIKE. 


Descr.—Head, nape, scapulars and back, dark ashy; the lower 
back, and upper tail-coverts, slightly rufescent ; a very slender frontal 
band (not always apparent there) extending through the eyes to the 
middle of the neck, black; wings and tail dusky brown, the tips 
paler; neck in front, breast, and middle of the abdomen, white , 
the sides of the breast and flanks, and lower part of the abdomen 
and vent, ferruginous. The young (and perhaps the females) have 
the sides of the neck, breast and flanks, edged with dusky ; the tail 
brownish, and the wings dusky, edged with rufescent. 

Bill and legs black ; irides brown. 

Length 10 inches; wing 4; extent 13 ; tail 44; bill at front nearly 
3; tarsus 1}. 

The Grey-backed Shrike is found throughout Lower Bengal, 
thence extending to the Himalayas, from Nepal to Bootan, and east- 
wards to Assam and Arakau. It is unknown in the south of India, 
and in the Upper Provinces. Hodgson says it is common in the open 
country in N epal, in groves and gardens, during winter, but resorts 
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to the woods in summer. This bird has a harsh voice, very like that 
of the Kestrel, and is perpetually vociferating from its perch. It js 
bold and daring in its manners, and is easily caught by any insect. 
bait. I found it common at Darjeeling in winter, and it appears to 
be much dreaded by all the small birds, who give their note of 
alarm, and hide themselves, as soon as one of these Shrikes comes 
in view. I have killed it also near the banks of the Ganges, 
beyond Colgong. 


259. Lanius nigriceps, FRANKLIN. 


Collurio apud Frankiin, P. Z. §., 1831—Briyrn, Cat. 872— 
Horsr., Cat. 21€—Jerpon, Cat. 51.—Jerpon, Ill. Ind. Orn,, pl. 
17—L. tricolor, Hopcson—l.. antiguanus, GMEL.—Sakrik-pho, 
Lepch. 


Tne BuUACK-ILEADED SHRIKE. 


cr.—Tead above, nape, wings and tail, black ; upper part of 
vagy ; lower back, scapulars, rump, and upper tail-coverts, 
rufous ; beneath, the throat, breast, and middle of abdomen, white; 
sides of abdomen, vent, and lower tail-coverts, rufous. 

Bill black ; legs brown-black ; irides deep brown. 

Length 10 inches; wing 3%; tail 5; bill at front $; tarsus 1,4, 

This Black-headed Shrike is found from Nepal to Bootan, in the 
Himalayas, and from the foot of the hills through Purneah and 
Dinagepore, &c., to Calcutta and the Sunderbuns, extending east- 
wards into Assam, Arakan, and even to China and the Philippines. 
T have scen it in Goomeoor, but not further south; and from this 
it ranges inland into the northern part of Central India. I have 
also observed it along the banks of the Ganges, in Rajmahal, Colgong, 
and Dinageporc, and at Darjeeling, up to 3,000 ft. of elevation. 
It frequents alike open spaces in forests, and dense grass-jungle 
mixed with bushes. Like the others of its kind, it descends to the 
sround to pick up grasshoppers and various other insects. It was 
probably the nest of this, or of some other Shrike, that was brought 
to Tickell as the nest of the King-crow (Dicrurus macrocercus). 
This is described as being large, hemispherical, placed near the top 
of a thick bush; and the eggs dull white, with scattered brown spots. 
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260. Lanius Hardwickii, Vicors. 


Collurio apud Vieors, P. Z. S., 1831.—GouLp, Cent. Him. 
Birds, pl. 12, f. 1—Brytn, Cat. 876—Honsr., Cat. 215—Syxkgs, 
Cat. 53—JeErpon, Cat 48—Pachanak, H.—Chota-kilotora, Bengal 
—Chinna bellincki, Tel., = e. small Shrike; sometimes called 
Venne-dega, Tel.,—Kichang huravi, Tam. 

Tue BAY-BACKED SHRIKE. 


Descr.—The whole forchead, with eye-stripe, continued to the 
nape, black; top of the head white; back of head, nape, and the 
lower part of the back, whitish-grey, paler and almost white on the 
upper tail-coverts; middle of the back ard seapulars deep chesnut 
or bay; wings and tail black, the former with a wing-spot on the 
primaries, and the latter with the two outermost  tail-feathers 
on each side and base, and tips of the others (except the four cen- 
tral) white ; body beneath, white, tinged with fulvescent : the 
breast, and the sides of the abdomen dark ferruginous. 

The female sometimes wauts the black forehead and stripe over 
the eyes. 

Bill and legs black ; irides hazel-brown. 

Length 7§ to 8 inches; wing 3}; tail 4; bill at front ¥; 


| tarsus {, 


This handsomely-plumaged little Shrike is found over all India, 
except on the Malabar coast on the west, and Lower Bengal in the 
North-east. It frequents low thorny jungle, but is also found in 
groves, gardens, hedge-rows, &c. It has the usual harsh cry of its 
tribe, but can also utter some very pleasing notes. J never found 
its nest myself, and it retires from the more open parts of the 
Deccun to breed. Theobald obtained the nest, which was a 
compact structure, placed in the fork cf a thorny tree, made of 
fibres, silk, spiders’ web, lichens, cocoons, &c., and lined inside with 
down. This was in May and June. 

The next species have usually been placed under the genus 
Enneoctonus, Boie ; but Mr. Blyth, whom I follow, considers them 
as true Lanii, differing from ZL. collurio, which is the type of 
Enneoctonus; and Gray, 28 noticed previously, puts them into 
Lanius, as restricted. 
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261. Lanius cristatus, Luwzus. 


Biytn, Cat. 874—Horsr., Cat. 218—Epwarps, V., pl. 54— 
L. superciliosus, L.y apud JERDON, 2nd Suppl., Cat. 51, bis—L, 
ferrugiceps, Honas.—L. phenicurus, PALLAS—Batti gadu, Tel.— 
vulgo Batti-kiriti-gadu, Tel. 


THE Brown SHRIKE. 


Descr.—Above rufous-brown, with the head, tail, and the upper 
tail-coverts, more rufous ; streak over the eye, sometimes faintly 
and narrowly extending over the forchead, white; throat white; 
the rest of the lower parts whitish, with a fulvous tinge; lores and 
ear-oovcrts, forming a broad band through the eye, dull brown- 
black. Females and young much edged with brown bands, and the 
eye-spot paler and brown. . 

Bi horny, dusky at the tip; legs ieaden-brown; irides dark. 

Length 8 inches; wing 39; tail 3}. ; 

The Brown Shrike is found in almost every part of the plains of 
India, during the cold weather, frequenting gardens, hedge-rows, 
groves of trees, and low jungle. It disappears from the south of 
India in the hot season and rains, and of them do the same 
even in the north of India, but there a few couple 8tay and breed. 

Blyth says ‘Its peculiarly harsh chattering affords the earliest 
intimation of the advent of the cold weather in Calcutta; but that a 
few are found near at all seasons.” He also remarks, that it occa- 
sionally warbles very sweetly, towards the end of the cold season. 
The Bengal name, Curcutta, is applied on account of its ordinary 
harsh voice. Hamilton, in his manuscripts, remarks that it occasion- 
ally builds near Calcutta; but Tickell has, in this case, I think, as 
in others, been misled by his native collectors, for he evidently de- 
scribes the nest and eggs of a Bulbul for those of this Shrike, 
ride J. A. S., XVIL, 302. 

A nearly allied race, or species, exists in Malayana, L. super- 
ciliosus, L., distinguished by its brighter rufous colour, and the 
very conspicuous white frontal band and eyebrow ; and perhaps an- 
other race, L. lucionensis, L, (crassirostris, Kuhl, apud Bonaparte) 
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appears to be found in China and the Philippines, extending to the 
Andaman Islands, Ceylon, and Java. This race differs by its more 
prevalent ashy hue, and its somewhat deeper and stronger bill” 
Other allied species are L. Schwaneri, Bonap., from Borneo; and 
L. bucephalus, Tem., from Japan. 


262. Lanius arenarius, Biytu. 


J. AJ S., XV., 304. 
THE PALE-BROWN SHRIKE. 


Deser.—This race differs from cristatus by its much paler hue, 
being light ashy-brown, barely tinged with rufous on the rump only ; 
lores and superciliary streak, pale; ear-coverts dark above, pale 
beneath ; wings pale brown ; the primaries narrowly edged, and the 
coverts, and secondaries broadly, with rufescent ; the central tail- 
feathers brown; the rest pale rufous-brown; beneath white, 
smeared all over, but especially on the breast and flanks, with 
fawn or fulvescent; under tail-coverts white. 

Length 7} inches; wing 3}; tail 3}. 

This race has been found only in Sindh and the country between 
Sindh and [erozepore ; but it probably extends over other parts of 
Western and CentralABia. 

A species allied to these, but smaller, with remarkably powerful 
bill, ZL. tigrinus, is common in Malayana; and a» species somewhat 
like Hardwickii, Lanius hypoleucos, Blyth, is common in Pegu and 
the Tenasserim Provinces, being the only Shrike which I saw in 
Burmah; LL. cristatus, however, being common in Arakan. Se- 
veral other Shrikes are found in Europe, Northern Africa, and N. 
America. JL. collaris, and L. subcoronatus, from South Africa, are 
black and white ; as is Corvinella cissoides, » long-tailed Shrike from 
the same country. Cracticus,from Australia, perhaps belongs to 
this sub-family. The birds belonging to this genus have length- 
ened bills, but their habits are quite those of the true Shrikes. 


Sub-fam. MALaconoTIN&, Wood Shrikes. 


Malaconotine in part, and Prionoping, Bonap. 
Bill more lengthened and less compressed than in the true 
Shrikes ; wings longer, and tail shorter ; tarsus short; feet small. 


408 BIRDS OF INDIA. 


This sub-family comprises a considerable number of birds be- 
longing to the Old World, and perhaps to Australia, which differ from 
the true Shrikes in their more lengthened and widet bill; the tip is 
generally well hooked, and strongly toothed ; the nostrils are pro- 
tected by feathers ; and the rictal bristles are numerous, though not 
remarkably strong. ‘The wings are somewhat longer than in the 
true Shrikes, and the tail is shorter, and even, or emarginate, or very 
slightly rounded. The feet are generally more feeble, and are only 
intended for perching. The Indian members of the sub-family are 
very arborcal, more or less social, generally hunting in small flocks, 
and feeding on insects which they pick off the leaves and branches. 
They usually have a rather pleasing song whilst thus employed. 

To this group belong the Indian Tephrodornis and its allies, 
and the African Dryoscopus, Prionops, and their aflines ; and per- 
haps, though in this 1 speak with doubt, the Australian Colluri- 
cinclt, . 

Pr. Bonaparte includes, in his two sub-families noted above, 
the African Shrikes pertaining to Prionops, Dryoscopus, Telephonus, 
TLaniarius, and Malaconotus, and the Asiatic Tephrodornis, also 
Vanga of Africa. Tle now classes Colluricincla with the 
Pachycephaline, through he formerly placed them among the Shrikes. 
If the truce Malaconoti strictly belong to this group, and not to the 
Campephagine, they represent Pericrocotus of the Campephagine, 
by their bright colors. Telephonus appears a sort of link between 
the Bush Shrikes and the true Shrikes. Dryoscopus has the color- 
ing of Hemipus ; Siguodus, Burycephalus, and Prionops, have white 
heads, and at one time I was inclined, with Mr. Blyth, to class here 
Gampsorhynckus, and Thamnocataphus, the former of which has, 
when adult, a white head; but I am now led to look upen these 
forms as a Laniane development of the great Crateropodine series. 


Gen. Termropornis, Swainson. 
Syn. Keroula, Gray: Tenthaca, Hodgson. 


Char.—Bill lengthened, widish at the base, compressed, strong, 
moderately hooked at the tip, and notched; base of bill and nos- 
trils partially covered with procumbent setaceous feathers; a few 
moderately strong rictal bristles ; wings moderate or long, slightly 
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rounded; tail rather short, even, or slightly cmarginate; tarsus 
and toes short; lateral toes unequal; outer toe the longest, slightly 
syndactyle. 

This genus was placed by Swainson among the Dicruffiaa but 
I think quite erroneously. 


263. Tephrodornis pelvica, Hopeson. 


Tenthaca apud Hopason, Ind. Rev., 1, 447—Biytu, Cat. 882 
—Hokrsr., Cat. 224—Ramnun-pho, or Rabnun-pho, Lepch. 


THE NervaLt Woop-Surike. 


Descr.—Plumage above pale ashy-brown, somewhat cinereous 
about the head ; the rump white ; quills, tail, and upper tail-coverts, 
dark brown; a blackish streak through the eye, and the frontal 
plumes also black; beneath whitish, tinged with ashy-brown or 
reddish-ashy on the neck, breast, and flanks. 

Bill dusky-blackish; legs plumbeous-brown; irides brownish- 
yellow. 

Length 8} inches; extent 144; wing 44; tail 34; bill at front 
2; tarsus 75. 

This bird has been found in Nepal, Sikhim, Arakan, and Burmah. 
I procured it rarely at Darjeeling, where it is found from 1,500 to 
4,000 feet. It wanders from tree to tree, picking insects off the 
leaves and branches, and has a somewhat agreeable mellow note. 
Hodgson says “It is much more common in the lower region 
of Nepal than in the central or northern regions, Food grylli, 
also mantides, crickets, grubs, and catcrpillars. Takes its prey 
either on the wing, or foliage. Is shy, adhering to the forests, 
and has the unamiable voice of the typical Lani.” 


264. Tephodornis sylvicola, JeRpon. 
Cat. 52—Buytu, Cat. 881—Phari Latora, U., i. ¢., Hill Shrike, 


Tae MaLtasark Woop-SapikeE. 


Descr.— Above slaty-cinercous; rump white; wings, tail, and 
some of the upper coverts, dusky-brown; a broad gye-streak from 
3 ¥ 
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the nostrils, through the eye, to beyond the ear-coverts, black; 
beneath white, reddish-cinereous on the neck, breast, and flanks. 

Bill blackish ; legs plumbeous ; irides wax-yellow. 

Length 84 inches; extent 14; wing 44; tail 3}; bill at front 
yo; tarsus 7% nearly ; weight 14 oz. 

This species differs from the last in being smaller, in the purer 
and darker cinereous hue of the upper plumage, and in the white 
beneath ; also in the more conspicuous and darker eye-streak. 

This Wood Shrike is only found in the forests of the Malabar coast, 
from Cape Comorin up to N. L. 16°, and ascending the Neilgherry 
and other ranges up to 5,000 feet or so. It climbs and hops about 
the larger boughs of trees, picking insects of various kinds off the 
bark, and occasionally makes a swoop at one it has spied ona 
branch at a short distance. It is usually found in small flocks, 
keeping up a noisy and harsh chattering, but it has also a clear note. 


265. Tephodornis pondiceriana, GMEL. 


Muscicapa apud GmELIN—BLyTu, Cat. 884—HorsrF., Cat. 
222—T. superciliosus, SwatNson—JERDON, Cat. 53—Keroula 
indica, Gray, Hanpw, Ill. Ind. Zool., pl. 23, f. 1-2. Lanius 
muscicapoides, FrankLIn—Lan. griscus, TICKELL—Tenthaea 
leucura, Hopason—Muscicapa philippensis of India, Laraam— 
Lanius sordidus, Lesson—Keroula, Hind., in the North—Chud- 
ukka, Beng.—Ula pitta, Tel, % e ‘whistling bird,’ sometimes 
Vodam-bal-jitta. 

Tue CommMoN WOOD-SHRIKE, 


Deser.—Above ashy-brownish; the feathers of the rump edged 
with white, and the upper tail-coverts deep brown ; bencath, chin and 
throat white, the rest whitish, with a tinge of reddish grey; under 
tail-coverts whito; superciliary streak reddish-white; wings and 
tail dusky-brown, the latter deeper brown, and with the two 
outer feathers on each side, white at the base and also at tip; a dark 
brown band from the nostrils through the eye to the ear-coverts. 

Length 64 to 7 inches; wing 34 ; tail 23; extent 10 inches; bill 
at front {; tarsus 2; weight 12 dwt. 

Bill dusky-horny ; legs plumbeous-brown ; irides greenish-yellow. 
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This bird is found throughout the greater part of India, frequent- 
ing thin jungle, groves, gardens, and even hedge-rows. It is more 
abundant in the Carnatic than either on the Malabar coast or 
the bare table-land. It is common in Bengal and Upper Burmah, 
extending to the foot of the Himalayas, and also into Assam. It 
is found in small flocks, generally ranging from tree to tree, and 
most carefully hunting the branches and foliage for various insects, 
chiefly Coleoptera and Orthoptera. 

It has a harsh cry at times: but, in general, has a pleasing 
mellow whistling note, whence its Telugu name; and it is said by 
Buch. Hamilton to be occasionally caged for its song. The nest 
has been brought to me in August et Nellore, chiefly made of 
roots and lined with hair; and the eggs, three in number, were 
greenish-white with large brown blotches. 


266. Tephrodornis grisola, Brytu. 
J. A.§., XII, 180, bis—Buytn, Cat. 886.— 


THE ARAKAN Woop-SaHRIKE. 


Descr.—Above brownish-ashy ; beneath reddish-white ; wings 
and tail dusky-brown. 

Length 63 inches; wing 3}; tail 24; bill at front }; tarsus 3. 

This species differs from the last in wanting the white eyebrow, 
in having no white on its tail-feathers, and in the car-coverts not 
being dark. 

It is a native of the Eastern side of the Bay of Bengal, from 
Arakan down to Malayana, and also the Andaman Isles and Java. 
It has been procured very rarely near Calcutta. 

Tephrodornis gularis, Rafties, from Malacca and the isles, is very 
near J. pelvica and sylvicola, but it has lately been separated 
generically as Tephrolaniua ; and a species from Ceylon, 7. affinis, 
has been described by Blyth, very like 7. ponticeriana, but smaller, 
with proportionally smaller bill, and the eyc-streak less prominent, 


Gen. Hemrpus, Hodgson. 


Syn. Cabanisia, Bonap. (partly). 
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Char.—Much as in Tephrodornis, but the bill more flat, depressed 
and wider at the base; rictal bristles small; nostrils concealed ; 
wings moderate, 3rd quill almost equal to 4th; tail narrow, gra- 
duated ; legs and feet small. 

I formerly classed this bird among the Flycatchers, from its small 
size and depressed bill. Taking, however, all its characters and 
its social habits into consideration, I think that it is more appro- 
priately placed here. 

This genus appears to grade into some of the Pericrocoti of the 
division to which erythropygia belongs, and also perhaps into the 
true Flycatchers. Morsficld and Gray still place it among the 
Flycatchers. Gray gives Mytolestes of Cabanis as synonymous 
with Cabanisia ; but Bonaparte, in his Conspectus, arranges under 
that genus some of the Oceanic Napothere. 


267. Hemipus picatus, Syxes. 


Muscicapa apud Sykes, Cat. 44—Briytn, Cat. 890 and 891— 
Horsr., Cat. 173—M. hirundinacea apud JERDON, Cat. 155 
—M. tyrannides, TickeELL—M. capitalis, McLELL.—IH. picecolor, 
Hopason—Viyum-pho, Lepch. 


Tne LittLe Prep-SHRike. 


Descr.—Male—Above black, glossed, less so on the back and 
scapulars, with a white nuchal collar aud white rump; band on the 
wings white; tail with the lateral feathers tipped with white, more 
broadly so on the outermost feather; beneath white, tinged with 
reddish-ashy, purer white on the throat, vent, and under tail- 
coverts. 


The female differs in having the upper parts dull sooty-brown- 
black. 

Bill and legs black ; irides sienna-yellow. Length 54 inches; 
wing 2,°,; tail 2); bill at front 4); tarsus }. 

Mr. Blyth formerly considered the bird from Southern India as 
distinct from the Himalayan one, but now concurs with Horsfield 
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in uniting them. Himalayan birds certainly have the back gene- 
rally of a duller brown than Southern specimens, which also appear 
to be a trifle larger. 

The Little Pied Shrike is found from the Himalayas to the Neil- 
gherries, in the forests of Central India and all along the crest of 
the Western Gh&ts. It is generally seen in small parties of five 
or six, wandering about from tree to tree, every now and then 
darting on insects in the air. It has a pleasing little song, not often 
heard however. On the NeilgherriesI found it up to 7,500 feet. 
At Darjeeling rarely higher than 5,000 feet or so. I obtained its 
nest once at Darjeeling, made of roots and grasses, with three 
greenish-white eggs, having a few rusty-red spots. 

Hemipus obscurus, Horsf. (hirundinaceus of Temm.), from Java, 
has a much stronger and more Shrike-like bill, and was separated 
from Tephrodornis as Cabanisia, Ronap.; but our specics he retains 
as Hemipus, and keeps it among the Flycatchers, as Horsfield 
and Gray do. 


Sub.-fam. CAMPEPHAGIN&, Cuckoo-Shrikes. 


Char.—Bill of moderate length, or rather short, rather deep 
vertically, broadish at base ; culmen arched or curved; rictal bristles 
few, feeble; nostrils basal, in a fossa, partially covered by short 
plumules; wings of moderate length; 3rd and 4th, or 4th and Sth, 
quills sub-cqual and longest; tail rath@ long, rounded, or gradu- 
ated; feathers of the back and rump often rigid; tarsus short; 
feet weak or moderate. Peculiar to the Old World. 

Gray, indeed, inserts one or two American genera in this 
family; but these apparently are true Ampelide. 

The birds of this family have bcen placed by Gray next to the 
Dicrurine in his Ampelide, and Blyth places his Graucalid@ (and the 
genus Pericrocotus following it) next tothe Ampelide. Van Hoeven: 
places them in his Muscicapide, between some true Flycatchers 
and some undoubted Ampelide. Swainson and Horsfield class 
them as a family of the Shrikes, and I without hesit 
them. Their almost entirely insectivorous diet, str 







general structure, concur in placing them here; but a: 
aberrant family,‘and some of them have undoubte 
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Ampelideous group, as shown in one genus by its fruitreating 
propensities, and in another by its gay colors. 

Most of them have their plumage of grey of various shades, 
or blackish; one group is gaily colored with glossy black and 
fine red of various shades. They frequent woods ard gardens, 
living in small flocks in gencral, and feeding entirely in trees on 
various insects, caterpillars, &c. The majority of them are 
inhabitants of India and Malayana with Australia; a few being 
from Africa. 

They perhaps grade into the Dicrurine by means of such birds as 
Pteropodocys, a fork-tailed Campephaga from Australia; and 
Dicrurus cineraceus approaches in its colors to many of this sub- 
family. Ceblepyris tricolor of Temminck iy said by Bonaparte to 
the Artamine. 

Gen. Voivocrvora, Hodgson. 


Byn. Ceblepyris of Cuvier, partly; Campephaga and Lalage 
apud auct. 

Char.—Bill rather short, broadish at base, compressed at 
tip, where bent down and notched ; culmen scarcely keeled ; rictal 
bristles almost wanting; nostrils basal, oval, partly concealed by 
tufts; wings rather long; 3rd and 4th quills equal and longest ; 
tail moderate or long, rounded; upper tail-coverts long; tarsus 
short; feet short, outer toe slichtly longer than the inner; claws 
small, slightly curved. 

This genus is now adopted by Gray and Bonaparte for the 
Indian species, that have been variously classed as Ceblepyris, 
Lalage, and Campephaga. 


268. Volvocivora Sykesii, Sraickianp. 


Campaphage Sykesii, Gray—Buytu, Cat. 1153—Ceblepyris 
canus and C. fimbriatus apud Syxes, Nos. 56 and 57—Jxnpon, 
Cat. 61—Honsr. Cat. 234—Jungli kasya, H.—Chinna Akurayi, 
Tel., t. ¢: Lesser file-bird. 


Tar BLACK-HEADED CUCKOO-SHRIKE 


_ Descr.—Male.—Head, neck and breast, deep black ; whole upper 
plumage pale grey ; tail black, the outer feathers broadly tipped 
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with “white; lower breast and abdomen pale grey, passing 
gradually to white on the lower abdomen and lower 
tail-coverts. 

The female and the -young have the head grey like the back, the 
throat, and entire under parts, whitish, with dusky cross-rays, and 
the rump more or less distinctly rayed. Blyth, however, states 
that the sexes are alike,and that when adult both have the head 
and neck black. 

Irides dark red-brown; bill and feet black; length about 74 
inches; wing 4; tail 38; tarsus ;,; bill at front 4. 

Horsfield places this bird as a Lalage; but that genus is now 
retained for the pied species, of which Z. orientalis of Malayana 
is the type, and which is chiefly devoloped in Australia and the 
neighbouring isles. Moreover, the species of Lalage have the rump 
feathers soft and not spinous. 

This bird is found throughout the whole of India, but is neither 
common nor abundant. It is most plentiful in wooded countries, 
where there are considerable tracts of low jungle, not being found 
in the forests of Southern India. It also enters gardens, orchards, and 
is common in hedge-rows, and among the fme avenues of old trees , 
we meet with in Southern India. It is also found about Calcutta. 
It hunts usually in small parties, occasionally singly or in pairs, 
flying from tree to tree, and slowly and carefully examining the 
foliage, prying searchingly all around and under the leaves to dis- 
cover a suitable morsel. It continues its search, hopping and flying 
from branch to branch, till the tree has been well inspected, when . 
the flock flies off together to another tree. Its favorite food is 
caterpillars and other soft insects. It is usually asilent bird, but — 
has a harsh call, and on one occasion, in June, I heard the male 
giving out a clear whistling call, as he was flying from tree to tree. 


269. Volvocivora melaschistos, Hopason, 


Ind. Rev., 1—p. 828—Cebl. lugubris, SunpevaLi—O. fimbriata 
apud Burrs, Cat. 1151—Horsr., Cat. 236—Lanius silens, 
Tickell.—Kabasi, Beng. 
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THE DARK-GREY CUCKOO-SHRIKE. 


Deser.—Plumage iron-grey, darker and almost black on thé quills 
and tail; the latter tipped white on all but the central festhers; 
paler grey beneath. Young birds are dusky-grey above, paler 
beneath, with dark bands, albescent on the under tail-coverts. 

Bill and leys black ; eyes hazel-brown. Length 9} to 10 inches; 
extent 15; wing ; tail 54; billat front 2; tarsus 4. 

This bird has usually been considered to be the same as the C. 
fimbriata of Temminck, from Java; but it appears to be a much 
larger bird, and to differ in other respects. 

The Dark-grey Cuckoo-shrike is found generally throughout the 
more wooded parts of India, but is rarc in the South. I never saw it 
from the West coast, nor the Eastern Ghats, near Nellore; but it has 
been procured in Goomsvor, and 1 obtained specimens in Central 
India, in Bustar and in Bundelkund. It is not rare at Calcutta, and 
extends to the Himalayas, ranging up to at least 7,000 feet, during 
the summer. I found it not rare at Darjeeling, where it breeds, 
as I procured some quite recently flown young ones. It is solitary, or 
in small parties, frequenting high trees, the foliage of which it 
diligently searches for various insects. I have: found caterpillars 
chiefly, also other soft insects, as well as bugs and beetles, but never 
berries, which Hodgson says it frequently eats. He also asserts that 
it freely descends to the ground to feed, which I certainly have never 
witnessed. It is a silent bird in general, but Hutton says it has a 
plaintive note, which it repeatedly utters while searching through 
a tree for insects. ‘The same naturalist found its nest in the 
fork of a tree high up; it was small, shallow, made of prey 
lichens, roots, &c. and plastered over with cobwebs. The 
eggs were two, dull grey-green, with close streaks of a dusky 
brown. 

Other species from the East are C. avensis, Blyth, from Bur- 
mah; and C. jimbriatus, T., from Java and Malacca, with which 
I think Hay’s C. culminatus is probably identical. Ceblepyris 
and Campephaga are both retained by Gray -for African 
types; but Bonaparte restricts Campephaga to certain oceanic 

birds. . 
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Gen. GraucaLus, Cuvier. 


Char.—Bill strong, decp, of moderate length, wide at the base, 
culmen tolerably curved and hooked, slightly toothed; a few weak 
rictal bristles ; wings rather long, pointed ; tail moderate, slightly 
rounded, or nearly even, with the two outer feathers shorter ; 
tarsus and toes moderate; claws well curved, of rather large size. 


270. Graucalus Macei, Lusson. 


JERD., 2nd Suppl., Cat. 60—Buiyrn, Cat. 1146—-Horsr., Cat. 
231—Graucalus papuensis apud Syxes, No. 55—and Jerpon, 
Cat. 60—G, nipalensis, Hopas.—Kasya, Wind.—Kabvasi, Beng.— 
Pedda Akurai, Tel., 7. e. ‘large file-bird.’— Talling-pho, Lepch. 


Tne Larce CucKkoo-siRike. 


Deser.—Whole upper plumage light plumbeous-grey, paling on 
the rump and upper tail-coverts ; tail with the two central feathers 
arey, the rest dusky black, the two outer ones on each side tipped 
white, and the outermost also edged with white; beneath, neck, 
and breast, light grey, slightly tinged with reddish-ash on the 
breast ; abdemen greyish-white, with numerous narrow cross-stripes, 
white on the lower abdomen and under tail-coverts. 

Irides rich lake; bill blackish; legs plambeous. 

Length 12 inches; wing 64; tail 5; tarsus 1; bill at front 4. 

This species is found over all India, from the Himalayas to the 
extreme South, wherever there is sufliciency of wood. It is not 
found in the dense forests, but in thin forest-jungle; gardens, or- 
chards, avenues, single trees, or evenin thick hedges, sometimes sing- 
ly or in pairs, orin small families. Its favorite food is insects, chiefly 
caterpillars, mantides, locusts, and other soft insects, which it 
searches for among the foliage of large trees; but it also eats 
fruit, especially the fig of the banian. I never saw it feed on the 
ground, as Hodgson says it does sometimes. It is rather a shy and 
wary bird, flying before you from tree to tree, uttering, as it 
alights, two er three rather sweet and mellow notes; but it has also 
a very harsh rattling scream, which Hodgson compares to that of 
the Kingfisher, and which the Telingas compare to the rasping of 
afile. It flies in an easy undulating manner, with but few flap- 

, : 3G 
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pings of its wings. Its flesh is eaten and esteemed by some of the 
natives. I once obtained its nest and eggs. The nest was builtin a 
lofty Casuarina tree, close to my house at Tellicherry; it was 
consposed of small twigs and roots merely, of moderate size, 
and rather deeply cup-shaped; and contained three eggs, of a 
greenish-fawn colour with large blotches of purplish-brown. 

Several other species of Grauculus are found in Malayana and 
Australia, among others are G. Vupuensis, from New Guinea, 
long considered the same as our bird; G. Javensis from Java; 
G. fasciatus from Sumatra; and there is one in Ceylon like ours, 
but a rather smaller race, which has been named G. pusillus by 
Blyth. 


Gen. Prericrocorvs, Boie. 


Syn.—Phenicornis, Swainson : Acis, Lesson. 

Char.—Bill shorter than the head, moderately broad at base, 
rather high; culmen slightly curved; nostrils partially concealed 
by the frontal plumes; rictal bristles few and feeble; wings 
moderate, 4th and 5th quills sub-equal and longest ; tail long, with 
the three outer feathers on each side graduated, and the four 
middle ones nearly equal; tarsi and feet short, rather feeble ; 
claws well curved. 

This genus is placed next to Campephaga by most authors. 
Horsfield, however, places it among the Flycatchers. Although 
its gay colours would appear to separate it from the quakerish 
Campephage, yet some of these approach it in brightness of 
plumage, e. g. Cercotrichas pheniceus, and some of the present. 
genus, as P. roseus, are grey with only a faint tinge of the 
rich color of the others of the tribe, and one from China has no 
trace of red at all. The Red Shrikes, or Minivets (as Mr. Blyth has 
called them in the Museum Asiatic Society), forma group of 
species very similar to each other in the mode of coloration, the 
males being generally black and red, and the females grey and 
yellow, but the tints differing according to the species. They are 
all inhabitants of India and Malayana, live in small parties, are 
active and lively, feeding on insects, and usually keeping up 
continual chirping. ; 


CAMPEPHAGINE. 4t9. 


271. Pericrocotus speciosus, Latuam. 


Turdus apud LatHamM—Buyrs, Cat. 1158—-Honsr., Cat. 
186—Phznicornis princeps, GouLD, Cent. pl. 7—Jenpon, Cat. 
63—Sahili, H.—Shah sahi kapi, Bengal, or Sath sati hapi, according 
to Blyth. 


Tue Larce MINIVET. 


Deser.—Male— Head, whole neck, upper back, wings, and two 
central tail-feathers, shining blue-black ; lower back, broad band 
on the wing, formed by a large spot on all of the quills and some 
of the lower-coverts also ; some spots on the secondaries, the late- 
tal tail-feathers, and beneath from the breast, rich vermillion-red. 

The female has the head, neck, upper back, and central tail-fea- 
thera, light ashy grey, with a tinge of green; forchead, rump, and 
upper tail-coverts, greenish-yellow; the quills dusky black, with 
a deep yellow spot; tail with the four central feathers dusky, the 
outer pair tipped yellow; the whole of the others deep yellow, 
with some blackish at the base crossing each feather obliquely ; 
the whole of the lower parts deep king’s-yellow. 

The two central tail-feathers have sometimes the outer web red 
for a great part of their length ; and the yellow on the forehead of 
the young male has an orange tinge: otherwise it resembles the 
adult female. 

Length 9 inches; extent 12}; wing 4}; tail 4}; bill at front 
4 inch; tarsus 5%. 

Bill and legs black ; irides deep brown ; the bill large and strong. 

This splendidly-coloured bird extends from the Limalayas to 
Central India and Goomsoor, where I obtained it, but it does not 
appear to go further south. It is also found about Calcutta, and 
extends to Assam, Burmah, and Malayana; and it has been 
received from the Andaman Islands. It is not uncommon near 
Darjeeling, generally at about 3,000 to 4,000 feet of eleva- 
tion. Like the rest of the tribe it goes in small parties, hopping 
and flying briskly about the branches, picking insects off the 
Jeaves and flowers. On one occasion only I saw it descend to the 
ground. It has a lively, constantly repeated, rather mellow call. 
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Mr. Blyth gives the Bengal name, which signifies ‘the beloved 
of seven damsels,’ generally applied to P. peregrinus. 


272. Pericrocotus flammeus, Foxsrer. 


Muscicapa apud Forster—Biyty, Cat. 1159—Honrsr., Cat. 
185—Phen. flammeus, Swarns., Zool. Ill. 52—and Jervon, IIL 
Ind. Orn., pl. 11, m. and f.—Syxes, Cat. 38—Phari Balal-Chasm, 
H.—Suli Sangam (the male), and Arsan buradi (the female), of 
the Halapyks. 


THE Orance MINIVET. 


Deser.—Male, with the whole head and neck, upper back, sea- 
pulars, and wings, glossy blue-black ; wings with a broad orange- 
red hand, formed hy all the quills having the central portion red, 
and the edges of the lesser wing-coverts also; tail with the two 
central feathers black, the next pair black, tipped red, and all the 
others blackish at the base, and orange-red for nearly half their 
terminal length. 

The female has the head, neck, back, and wing-coverts, ashy ; the 
forehcad narrowly tinged with yellow; the lower back, rump, and 
upper tail-coverts, gfcenish-ycllow ; the quills and tail dusky black, 
the former with a yellow wing-spot, and the latter with the lateral 
tail-feathers yellow. 

Bill black; legs brown-black; irides dark brown. Length 8} 
inches; wing 3,9; tail 4; bill at front $5; tarsus & 

This species appears confined to the jungles of the South-west 
of India and Ceylon. Ihave seen no specimens from any other 
locality. Mr. Blyth gives Assam with doubt, and Dr. Horsficld had 
only a drawing from McLelland; so it is most propably an allied 
species. It extends from Travancore to the latitude of Bombay, and 
is found in all the lofty jungles, from near the level of the sea to 
5,000 feet on the Neilgherry slopes. It is perhaps most abundant 
at moderate elevations. It is tolerably common through all the 
forests of Malabar, and from its bright and showy colors, often 
attracts the notice of the traveller. It keeps generally near the 
tops of high trees, usually in flocks of four or five; the sexes often 
apart from cach other, all frisking about, picking insects off a 
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branch or leaf, or occasionally catching one in the air. The 
males keep up a continuing whistling call, which, as Colonel Sykes 
represents, is wheet-wheet-wheet. 


273. Pericrocotus brevirostris, Vicors. 


Muscipeta apud Vicors.—Buyru, Cat. 1160—Hlorsr., Cat. 
183-—-GouLp, Cent. H. B., pl. 8—Jenpon, Cat. 64—Ph. alfinis, 
McLELL. (the female)—P. miniatus apud SWAINSON. 


Tue SHoRT-BILLED MINIVET. 


Deser.—Male—Head, neck, nape, upper back, wings, and middle 
tail-feathers, shining blue-black ; body beneath, lower back, rump, 
upper tail-coverts, wing-spot, and tips of some of the coverts, and 
the lateral tail-feathers, fine deep crimson, the latter black at 
their bases. The female has grey head and back; forehead 
tinged with ycllow; beneath, spots on wings, rump, and lateral 
tail-feathers, yellow ; wings and tail dusky ; the pair next the middle 
feathers slightly edged with yellow. 

Bill and legs black ; irides dark brown. 

Length 73 to 8 inches; extent 11; wing 34; tail nearly 4; bill 
at front barely 3; tarsus not quite 3. 

The Short-billed Minivet is found throughout the Himalayas 
up to 8,000 feet of clevation during the summer, migrating in 
the cold weather to the plains of India, and visiting Lower Bengal 
and Central India, not however extending its migrations far south. 
T have killed it in Goomsoor, N. Lat. 20, and also near Saugor. It 
extends into Assam and Arakan. It is very common at Dar- 
jeeling from April to October, frequenting lofty trees in small 
parties, constantly on the move, and engaged in picking various 
insects and keeping up acontinued twitter. At times you see a lot 
of females only, together. Coleoptera appear to be their chief food. 
A nest and eggs were brought to me at Darjeeling, said to be of this 
' bird, but I am not quite certain about this. The nest was tolerably 
neatly made, with roots, fibres, and moss, and contained three eggs 
of a dead white colour, with a few small brick-red spots. Buch. 
Hamilton says that it always languishes and dies in confinement. 
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To this group belong several other closely allied species, viz. 
P. igneus, Blyth (minutus, Strickland}, from Malacca; P. aanthogas” 
ter, Raffles, from Sumatra; and P. miniata, T., from Java; per- 
haps, also, P. elegans, McLelland, from Assam and Upper Burmah. 


The next species belongs to another section having the plumage 
above more ashy than black. 


274. Pericrocotus solaris, Brytn. 

J. A.8., XV.—Biyru, Cat. 1162—P. affinis, McLuLuann (the 
female)—GouLp, Birds of Asia, pl. 

Tae YELLOW-THROATED MitiveEr. 

Descr.—Male, fuliginous-ashy above, verging to black on the 
wings, and quite black on the tail; rump, wing-spot, greater por- 
tion of three outer tail-feathers, and the under parts, bright reddish 
flame-color ; throat orange-yellow ; ear-coverts pale grey. 

Female,—Head, dark ashy-black, tinged olive-green beneath, 
wingspots, rump, and lateral tail-feathers, pale yellow; throat white. 

Bill black ; irides brown: legs brown-black. 

Length 74 inches; wing 33; tail nearly 4; extent 10; bill at 
front not 3; tarsus 4; bill short and broad. 

This well marked and pretty species has only as yet been 
found on the South-east Himalayas, as in Sikhim. I procured it at 
Darjeeling, and found it at heights varying from 2,000 to 5,000 ft. 
In its habits it resembles the others. 


275. Pericrocotus roseus, V1EILLoT. 

Muscicapa apud ViErLLoT—Buiytn, Cat. 1163—Horsr., Cat. 
182—JuRpon, Cat. 64 (in part), and 2nd Suppl., Cat. 65, bis.—P. 
sordidus, Hopeson. 

Tue Rosy Mtniver. 

Descr.—Male—Head and neck ashy-grey ; back reddish-cinere- 
ous, tinged with rosy on the rump; wings and tail dusky, the former 
with a rosy-scarlet wing-spot; the pair of feathers next the central 
tail-feathers edged rosy, and all the laterals rosy, with a dusky 
base ; beneath, the chin whitish, tinged rosy ; the rest of the under 
parts rosy-red, mixed with white, and deepest on the flanks, 
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Bill dusky; irides brown; legs brown. The female is ashy 
above, tinged with green on the back and rump; wings and tail 
‘dusky, with the wing-spot and lateral tail-feathers, yellow ; beneath 
the chin’ and throat white, the rest of the lower parts pale whit~ 
ish-yellow. 

Length 72 inches; wing 33; tail 3}; bill at front iJ; tarsus 2. 
- This species is spread through the wooded parts of India; it is 
not uncommon in Lower Bengal, as about Calcutta, spreading into 
Arakan. I procured it in Goomsoor, where J mistook it for a young 
P, brevirostris (V. Cat., No. 64); and I obtained it from various 
parts of Malabar. Lord A. Hayinformed me that he had seen it most 
abundant on the hillgdividing Tinnivelly from Travancore; and 
collections from this latter country aiways include it. Still it 
cannot be called common in the South of India. I know nothing 
particular in its habits, 

P. cinereus, from China and the Philippines, wants the red alto- 
gether, and is quite a link between the rich-coloured species and 
the plain-coloured Campephagine ; and P. modestus, Boie, apud. 
Bonaparte, appears to be nearly allied. 


276. Pericrocotus peregrinus, Lin. 


Parus apud Linnasus.—Srkes, Cat. 39—Buryrn, Cat. 1164— 
Horsr., Cat. 181—Jurpon, Cat. 66— GouLp, Cent. H. B. pl. 9—~ 
Bulal chasm, ¥., also Sath-sayil, aud Chota sath saki kapi, in Ben- 
gal—Kunkum-pu-jitta, Tel. 


Tue SMALL MINIVET. 


Deser.—Male—Tlead, nape, and back, ashy ; lores, chin, throat, 
and ears, blackish ; wings and tail dusky-black, the former with an 
orange stripe formed by a central band on all the primaries (except 
the first three), and the secondaries orange on the outer, yellow on 
the inner web; tail, with the four outer feathers on each side, 
widely tipped with orange; breast, upper part of abdomen, flanks, 
and rump, rich scarlet or aurora-red, fading to yellow on the 
lower-abdomen and under tail-coverts, and whitish on the vent. 

The female differs in having the eye-streak, sides of forehead, chin, 
throat, and lower parts, whitish, tinged with yellow on the breast; 
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abdomen, flanks, and under tail-coverts; the wings and tail are 
dingier black, and the wing-spot is yellow; the under tail-coverts of 
the wing are yellow in both sexes; tail as in the male, but the 
colours are not quite so bright. 

Bill and legs black ; irides brown. Length 6,4, inches; wing 2,/;; 
extent 8}; tail 3; bill at front 3,; tarsus?,. 

This pretty and lively little bird is spread throughout the eile 
of India, extending to the Andaman Islands, and Burmah ; 
frequenting alike jungles, woods, orchards, gardens, avenues, 
and thick hedge-rows; most abundant of course in the more 
wooded countries. It is an active, restless little creature, ever 
engaged in diligently examining the extreme branches of trees, 
gleaning among the foliage, and hanging from the slender twigs like 
a Titmouse. It feeds on various insects, as small cicada, beetles, 
larve, &e. It is always in flocks, at times six or seven females may 
be seen with only one male; hence the Hindustani name Sath sayili; 
and at this same season the males usually associate in flocks by them- 
selves, though now and tlicn asingle female may be seen with them. 

P. flagrans, Boic, apud Bonaparte, is said to be very like P. 
peregrinus, It is from Sumatra and Borneo. 

The next bird belongs to a slightly differing section of the genus, 
with more white, and the female is coloured like a Hemipus, to 
which I think it exhibits some affinities; and I first described it as 
a Flycatcher : the bill ismore depressed than in typical Pericrocotus. 


277. Pericrocotus erythropygius, Jexnon. 


Muscicapa apud J ERDON, Cat. 156—Biyru, Cat. 1165—figured 
in JABDINE’S Contributions to Ornithology. 


‘THe WHITE-BELLIED MINIVET. 


Descr.—Male, plumage above (except rump), cheeks and chin, ‘6? 
a glossy blue-black; beneath, longitudinal stripe on wings, otifer 
edges and tips of the lateral tail-feathers, white ; breast and tump 
of a fine orange or aurora-red, darkest on the rump. 
The female has the parts that are black in the male, smoky ash- 
color (except the tail which is deep black), the forehead whitish ; 
“ramp and beneath white, tinged with ashy on the breast. 
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Bill. and legs black ; irides brownish yellow. Length about 6} 
inches ; wing 2,’,; tail 3,5,; bill at front .3,; tarsus } inch. 

I. have found this Minivet extensively spread throughout India, 
but everywhere rare.. I first procured it at Ajunteh, near Jalna; I 
afterwards saw it near Hydrabad; again near Segoor at the foot 
of the Neilgherries, and since in Bundelkund. Latham, too, de- 
scribes it as the ‘Cawnpore Flycatcher,’ so that it probably extends 
into the North-western Provinces, through the jungles of Gwalior; 
and since the above was written, Colonel Tytler informs me that it 
is common about Delhi. It frequents low and bushy jungles, also 
thin tree jungle, groves, gardens, and hedge-rows, lives in small 
flocks, and feeds on various small insects, 

I have lately discovered a second species of this particular sub- 
group in Upper Burmah, very similar, but the male with a white 
forehead, P. albifrons, nobis. 

It appears to me, also, that some of the Oceanic Flycatchers, 
classed under Monacha and Drymophila, approach very closely 
to some of the Pericrocoti, and perhaps should be placed in this 
sub-funily. Monarcha trivirgata has much the aspect and even 
the colouring of P. peregrinus. 


Sub-fam. Dicrurin, Drongo Shrikes. 


Billrather large, wide at the base, thick, more or less curved and 
keeled at the culmen, and notched at the tip; numerous moderately 
strong rictal bristles; nostrils basal, rounded, concealed by short 
plumes; wings lengthened ; 4th and Sth quills usually the longest; 
legs short ; feet small; tail usually long, forked; the outer feathers 
occasionally much lengthened, of ten feathers only. 

The family of Drongo Shrikes comprises a small number of birds 
found in Africa, India, and Malayana, and extending in small num- 
bers to Australia and the neighbouring islands. They have al- 
most. always black plumage, and longish forked tails of only. ten 
feathers, being one of. the very few groups of the singing birds in 
which, these are fewer than the normal number, twelve. . The bill 
varies. much, being short, and depressed. in.some, lengthened. and 
curved in others, They are birds capable of strong, rapid, and 
vigorous, but not of sustained, flight; and they feed almost entirely 
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én insects, which they capture on the wing, or on the ground, or 
occasionally on leaves or flowers; their legs are short, and feat 
fitted only for grasping. Some live in the open country, in gardens 
and fields, others occur only in the forests; and they are found from 
the level of the sea to 8,000 ft. and upwards. There are a most 
characteristic feature of Indian ornithology ; for, go where you will 
in India, you are sure to see one or more of the genus. They 
build a rather loosely constructed nest, and lay three or four 
eggs, usually white, with a reddish tinge, and marked with spots 
and blotches of various shades of red or purple. They moult after 
breeding in July, August, and September. 

The few species known to the older authors were classed under 
Lanius and Corvus. Vieillot named them Dicrurus, and Cuvier 
Edolius. Of late they have been sub-divided, and with good reason, 
into several genera. Gray classes this sub-family among his 
Ampelide ; in my opinion a very erroneous view, whether you 
regard the structure of the birds, or their habits, which are wholly 
insectivorous, whilst in the Ampelide the food is almost universally 
mixed, insects and fruits, the latter perhaps prevailing. Mr. Blyth 
places his fam. Dicruride following the Artamida, and next the 
Tchitreade (part of our Muscicapide). orsfield classes them as 
a sub-family of the Laniada, in which I fully agree with him, - 
The Drongo Shrikes appear to grade, on the one side, into the 
Campephagine, and on the other, perhaps, into the sub-fam. 
Tchitreine of the Flycatchers, through Melanornis of Gray, (Mela- 
soma, Swainson,) one species of which is named 2. edolivides. 


Gen. Dicrurus, Vieillot. 


Syn, Buchanga, Hodgson. 

Cher.—Bill moderate or rather long, stout, depressed at the 
base, moderately hooked, and the culmen more or less keeled, and 
distinctly notched at the tip; nostrils small, partially covered by 
short feathers and bristles ; rictal bristles strong; wings lengthen- 
ed; Ist quill short, 2ad shorter than the 6th; tail long, deeply 
forked ; tarsus moderate, atrongly scaled in front; outer toe slightly. 
the longest; claws sharp. 
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The King-crows, as they are termed in India, are the best known 
birds of this family, and the most abundant in species, and, as in all 
typical groups, very closely resembling each other. Four species 
are found within our limits, and several others in the Malayan 
provinces and islands. The genus extends to the African conti- 
nent, but slightly differing in form. 


278. Dicrurus macrocercus, VIErILuor. 


Bryn, Cat. 1219—Horsr., Cat. 193—D. indicus, Hopes., As. 
Res. XVIII., with figure-—Buchanga albirictus, Hopes.—D. 
balicassius, LATHAM, apud Syxgs, Cat. 47—and Jerpon, Cat. 55 
—Kolea, Hind., in the South, also Bojanga or Buchanga—Finga, 
Beng.—Japal kalchit in the Punjab—Kunich, and Kalkolacht in 
Sindh—Thampal, in the N. W. P.—Sometimes Kotwal in the 
Deccan— Yeti-intfa, Tel, also Bara-dwa-jam ; also popularly 
Passala-poli-gadu, Tel., i. e. quasi ‘ Cattle tom-bird’—Kurri 
kurrumah, Tam.—‘ King-crow’ of Europeans in India. 


Tue Common Dronco-SHRIKE. 


Descr.—Glossy black, with a small white spot at the gape, some- 
what duller black on the quills and tail, which are brownish-black 
beneath. Young with whitish lunules on the abdominal plumage. 

Length 12 inches; extent 16; wing 5}; tail 6}; bill at front 
$3 tarsus +%,; weight 14 oz.; the 4th quill is longest, and the 3rd 
and 5th are nearly equal. The Dill is moderately keeled and 
strong. 

This Drongo Shrike is found throughout the whole of India and 
Ceylon,* extending through Assam and Burmah into China, and is 
to be met with in every part of the country, except in dense and 
lofty jungle. It perches generally on some bare branch, whence it 
can have a good look-out, or the top of a house or post or telegraph- 
wire, frequently also on low bushes, hedges, walls or ant-hills;. 
and very generally on the backs of cattle, sheep, or goats, hones: 
one of its popular Telugu names. 

It feeds chiefly on grasshoppers and crickets, which, as Sunde- 
valremarks, appears to be the chief insect food for birds in India; . 


* The Ceylon race 0 is, however, smaller ; D. minor of Blyth, 
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also now and then on wasps or bees, hence the Bengal naine; on 
dragon-flies, and occasionally moths or butterflies. © It generally 
seizes its insect prey on the ground, or whips one off a stalk of 
grain, frequently catching one in the air ; now and then, when the 
grasshopper, having flown off, alights in a thick tuft of grass, the 
King-crow hovers for a few seconds over the spot like a Kestrel. 
When it has seized an insect, it generally, but not always, returns 
to the same perch. On an evening, just about sunset, it may often 
be observed seated on the top of a tree, taking direct upward flights, 
and catching some small insects that take wing at that time. Like 
most other birds, when a flight of winged termites takes place, it 
assembles in numbers to partake of the feast. 

The King-crow obtains his familiar name in this country from 
ite habit of pursuing Crows and also Hawks and Kites, which it 
does habitually ; and at the breeding season, especially when the 
female is incubating, with increased vigilance and vigour. Ifa 
Crow or Kite approach the tree in which their nest is placed, the 
bold little Drongo flies at them with great speed and determination, 
and drives them off to a great distance; but although it makes a 
great show of striking them, I must say that I have very rarely 
seen it do so, and certainly I have never seen it fix on the back 
of # Hawk with claws and beak for some seconds, as Mr. Philipps 
asserts that he has seen. Occasionally, others will join the original 
assailant, and assist in driving off their common enemy. From this 
habit the bird has received the name of Kotwal in some parts of 
the country. Blyth assures me that he has seen these birds attack 
and pursue the little Palm Squirrel. At the pairing season, they 
are exceedingly pugnacious : and four or five may not unfrequently 
be seen entangled together on the ground, fighting both with beak 
and claws. 

The Drongo is lively, active, and loquacious, constantly uttering 
its well known, somewhat harsh, but cheerful cry ; itis one of the 
earliest. birds to greet the coming morn, and not unfrequently 
keeping up an occasional conversation with a neighbour . for: the 

. greater part of a moonlight night Ihave known people in 
India who professed to find it monotonous and disagreeable, aid 
have heard it profanely called the Scotch Nightingale; ; but I eonfess 
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to liking its cheerful voice, and to hear, it, herald. in the pleasant 
dawn of. day. 

During the breeding season it has a more pleasing and melo- 
dious song, which Sundevall calls a charming song, something like 
that of Sylvia trochilus. 

The King-crow breeds at various seasons, a good deal according 
to the locality ; from March and April in some places, to August 
and September in other. It is possible it may have two broods 
in the year, but I do not know this. The nest is a slight, shallow, 
structure, carelessly put together, of a few small twigs and roots, 
and generally placed in a rather conspicuous place, on the fork of 
a branch at no great elevation, generally without any lining, . or 
sometimes with a few hairs. The eggs, three or four in number, 
are reddish-white, with a few largish spots or blotches of purplish- 
red, brick-red, or red-brown. It appears to leave some parts of the 
country during the rains, for Mr. Elliot states that “it migrates 
from the Southern Mahratta country during the monsoon ;” but it 
only retires a short distance to some more convenient place for 
breeding. 

Its flight in general is undulating, not very rapid, and performed 
but with few flappings ; but when it exerts itself after a Crow it is 
capable of great speed, and always overtakes its enemy with 
ease. 

Mr. Philipps relates a curious instance of sagacity or reasoning 
in this bird, once witnessed by himself. Another bird was pursu- 
ing a large locust which the King-crow evidently coveted, for he 
made one or two dashes after it, but apparently did not dare to | 
seize it; when he suddenly gave his cry of alarm, betokening the 
presence of some bird of prey; the original pursuer of the insect 
quitted the chase, and the King-crow carried off the locust as his 
lawful booty. Mr. Swinhoe relates that he found this species 
breeding in company on bam boos in Formosa. 

This is the most common end abundant species of Disrurus,.and 
"4s met with over the whole of India, from the foot of the Himalayas 
to ‘Cape Comorin, and from the Punjab to Atrakan, tis and. 
even to Java. 
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279. Dicrurus balicassius, Liv. 


Corvus apud Linnasus—Biytx, Cat. 1218—D. affinis, Birra, 
J. A. S. XL, 174; Pl. Enl. pi. 603—Bhuchanga annectans, 
Hopas., I. R., 1837—Oriolus furcatus, GMEL. 


Tae Crow-BILLep Dronao. 


Descr.—Plumage entirely glossy black, as in the last species, 
but wanting the white spot at the gape; bill very large, wide at 
the base; upper ridge well elevated; tail less forked than in ma- 
erocercus, the outer feathers just curling perceptibly outwards. 

Bill and legs black; irides brown. Length about 10 to 104 
inches ; wing 5} to 54; tail, outer feathers 5 to 54; bill at front 1}. 

This species is placed by Bonaparte as the type of his sub-genus 
Balicassius, under the name of B. furcatus; and the Australian 
species, D. bracteatus, Gould, and another from the Philippines, are 
included in the group. A New Guinea species, E. mezorhynchus, 
Q. and G., is given as Dicronostreptus, Reich. 

This remarkable Drongo appears to be very rare in Nepal, in 
the lower valleys near the plains, and extends thence eastward 
through Lower Bengal and Dacca to Assam, Burmah, and Malacca: 
Nothing peculiar is recorded of its habits, but it is probably a 
forest species. I did not procure it at Darjeeling nor in the Sikhim 
Terai. 


280. Dicrurus longicaudatus, A. Hay. 


Madr. Jour. XITI.—Juep., Cat. 2nd Suppl_—D. pyrrhops, 
Hopas.—D. macrocereus apud Jerpox, Cat. 57—Buyru, Cat. 
1220—D. intermedius, BLyra—Hokrar., Cat. 196.—D. cineraceus 
apud Gray—Hones,, Cat. Birds.—Sahim, or Sahem pho, Lepch.— 
Chéchum, Bhot.—Nif Finga, Beng. 


Tax,Lone-taiep Drosco. 
Deen-nAbove floasy bluish-black, beneath dusky. blackish, : 
\ with a tinge of blue; wings and tails brownish-black, also with 
a blue gloss. The young bird, as in others of the genus, has some’ 
white: mixed with the black of the. abdomen. end: under tail-coverts: 
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Bill and feet black. Bill more depressed than in D. macrocer- 
cus, aud less strongly keeled. Irides brownish-red; tarsus very 
short; tail-feathers more slender than in any of the others; feet 
small, 

Length nearly 12 inches; extent 16; wing 54; tail 7 or 632; 
tarsus ;%;; bill front =; weight 1 oz. 9 dwt. 

The Long-tailed Drongo is found wherever there ia lofty forest 
jungle, from the Himalayas to Travancore and Ceylon, and through 
Assam to Burmah and China. I have killed it in Malabar, the 
Wynaad, Coorg, and the Neilgherries. It is found occasionally. 
about Calcutta and all along the Himalayas up to 8,000 ft. of ele- 
vation. It is tolerably common at Darjeeling. Dr. Adams says that 
it is common in Cashmere, where he has often found the nest, and 
he confirms Hutton’s account of the nest and eggs. Captain Hutton 
records it as being migratory at Mussooree, coming in about 
March, and retiring about September, but only to the Doon or 
lower valleys. 

It is a permanent resident in the South of India. It takes its 
perch on or near the summits of lofty trees, and now and then 
makes a considerable circuit, apparently capturing several insects 
before returning to its perch, and then re-seating itself on some 
other tree. At other times it merely sallies forth, picks up an insect 
on the wing, returning to the same perch. At times I have seen 
three or four together, but at some little distance from each other,and 
each returning independently to its own perch. I have never seen 
this Drongo descend to the ground after an insect. Its chief food 
is bees, bugs, and other insects. Its flight is similar to that of 
macrocercus, but more elegant and more continued. Like that 
species it occasionally drives Kites and Crows from its neighbour-. 
hood. .I found its nest on one occasion, in April, in Lower: 
Malabar. It was shallow and loosely made with roots, and lined 
with hair, above 20 feet from the ground, on the fork of a tree; and 
it contained three eggs of a pinkish-white colour, with some long- 
ish xasty or brick-red spots. Hutton describes the nest, as seen. ‘at. 
Mussooree, to be neatly made with lichens, grasses, and spiders’ . 
websy the eggs, he eays,are very variable, some being white with brick- 
red apota, as mine were; others with claret spots; others again 


432 BIRDS OF INDIA. 


deep cinereous, with rusty-claret spots ; and some faintly vinereous, 
with rufous clay-colored blotches. I obtained one nest and eggs 
at Darjeeling, and the eggs were white, with purple-claret spots. 
Layard’s remarks on the habits of this species, which is also found 
in Ceylon, appear more applicable to macrocercus. 

The Long-tailed Drongo has a pleasant song, not so sweet, how- 
ever, as that of the next species. To this division of Dicrurus 
belong D. forficatus, from Java; D. pecinus, Mull., from Sumatra, 
the smallest of its tribe; and several others from the more distant 
islands. 


281. Dicrurus cerulescens, Liv. 


Lanius fingah, Saaw—Epwakrps,: pl. 56—Jrrp., Cat., 56— 
Buytu, Cat. 1222—-Horsr., Cat. 197—Phari buchanga, Hind.— 
Dhepri, H. (Buch. Ham.)-—-D'houti, Beng.—Nella (or Konda) 
passala poligadu, Tel. 


Tur WHITE-BELLIED Dronago. 


Descr.—U pper plumage, wings, and tail, Llack, with a blue gloss ; 
chin, throat, and breast, iron-grey ; abdomen and lower tail-coverts, 
white; bill and feet black ; irides lakeed. 

Length 94 inches; wing 4}; tail nearly 5; tarsus ;8;; bill at 
front Js. 

This species is the type of Bonaparte’s sub-genus Buchanga, to 
which belong WV. leucopygiulis, Bl., from Ceylon, very closely allied 
to D. cineraceus from Java and China; and D. leucophaeus, v. 
(cineraveus, Blyth), from Malacca. 

The White-bellied Drongo is found throughout India, in open 
forest, in ‘the well-wooded districts generally, and, now and then, 
in gardens and groves, throughout the barer portions of the coun-_ 
try, but it is nowhere plentiful. Thin open forests are its chief 
haunts, from the level of the sea, to 4,000 feet of elevation. I 
have seen it in Malabar, and on the slopes of the Neilgherries, at 
Madras, Nellore, Central India, and rarely near Calcutta. East- 
ward ofthe Bay of Bengal it has not been observed. 

It almost always captures its insect-prey on the wing, from 
— mioderately high ‘perch. I “have, however, seen it descend to the 
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ground for one. It has a very sweet song, as well as the usual 
harsh cry of the birds of this genus. ‘TTickell calls its song a wild 
mellow whistle, pleasingly modulated. . 
Other species of this genus are found in Burmah, Ceylon, and 
‘the Malay countries generally. One, D. lencopheus, from Malacca, 
is of alight ashy color, and evidently forms the link to the Cam- 
pephagine. Dicrurus edoliformis, Blyth, from Ceylon, is a remarkable 
species, with the bill and plumage of £dolius, but wanting the 
lengthened outer tail-feathers, which are a little longer only than 
the next pair, and have a distinct curve inwards. 
The African species of Drongo are separated under the name 
of Musicus, Reichenbart, Drongo, Bonap. 


Gen. Cuartia, Hodgson. 

Ind. Rev. 1327. 

Char.—Bill much more depressed and feeble, Musecipeta-like, 
wide; the culmen very gently arching, and feebly hooked and 
toothed ; 1st quill very short; 4th longest; 3rd and 6th equal; tail 
moderately forked ; legs and feet very feeble. 

This genus differs remarkably from the last in the character and 
glossy lustre of the feathers, which are scale-like and lanceolate on 
the head and neck. In this respect it resembles Chibia and Bhringa. 


282. Chaptia enea, Viemnor. 


Levaill., Ois. d’ Afrique, pl. 476—JERDOoN, Cat. 51—Bryrn, 
Cat. 1212--Horsr., Cat. 206—Dicr. avratus, Srery.—Chaptia 
muscipetoides, Hopas.—Buchanga, Beng. —Chota kesraj at 
Gorukpore—Chaptya (i. e. flat-billed), Nepal. 


Tur Bronzep Droneo. 


Deser.—Plumage throughout richly glossy bronzed blue-black ; 
quills and tail black, with a faint gloss; abdomen, vent, and under 
tail-coverts, dull grey-black. 

Bill and feet black; irides deep brown. Length 9 to 94 inches ; 
wing 42; tail 44; tarsus ,6; bill at front 3. 

The Bronzed Drongo generally is found in dense and lofty forest 
jungle, from the level of the sea to 4,000 ft. of elevation ; Ihave 

‘seen it on the Malabar coast, the slopes of the Neilgherries in high 
31 
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forest, also towards the North, in weli-wooded districts, as in 
Lower Bengal. I have also observed it on the Malabar const; 
in high forest in the Bustar country in Central India; at Calcutta; 
and on the lower slopes of the Himalayas. Blyth observed 
it to be common in the teak-forests of Upper Martaban. It is 
usually found in small parties, near the top of some lofty tree, 
whence it sallics forth after insects exactly like some of the Fly- 
catchers, and returns generally to the same perch. It sings very 
charmingly. 

A closely allied species is found in Malayana, (. malayensis, 
A. Hay. 

Gen. Burinaa, Hodgs. 

Syn. Melisseus, Hodgs. 

Char.—Bill moderately depressed at the base, well curved on 
the culmen, and strongly hooked and notched at the tip ; rictal 
bristles long, but feeble; base of the bill impended by an cievated 
ridge of recurved feathers, successively longer to the front ; 
wings long ; 4th quill longest ; 5th sub-equal to it; 3rd a good deal 
shorter; tail nearly even, with the outermost pair, during the 
breeding season, greatly lengthened ; the shaft naked from where it 
exceeds the other feathers, with the tip barbed on both sides for 
about 3} inches, forming a rackct-tail. 


2838. Bhringa remifer, Trxm. 


PL Col. 178—Buiyta, Cat. 1214—Horsr., Cat. 205—B. 
tectirostris, Hopes.—Bhringa, Nepal—Namiong punnong, Lepch., 
a, e. the ‘ Royal bird’—Piadiya-po, Bhot. 


Tue Lesser Racket-TaiLeD Dronco. 


Descr.—Color a richly steeled black, with brilliant metallic 
gloss ; feathers of the crown scale-like, those of the nape hackled; 
pectoral plumes intermediate. Length to end of central tail-feathers 
10 inches, of which the tail is 5; outer tail-feathers 12 to 15 
inches more; wing 5}; tarsus 3; bill at front 4. 

. The bare stem of the outer tail-feathers takes a half turn, so 
that the racket-shaped tips are nearly vertical, with the upper 
side inwards. 
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This very beautiful species of Drongo is only found in our 
province in the hilly regions of the Himalayas, extending into 
Assam, Burmah, Tenasscrim, and Malayana, At Darjecling it is 
found in the warmer valleys, rarely so high as 4,000 ft. It lives 
in the dense woods, generally near streams or rivers, and is found 
in bamboo-jungle. It feeds entirely in the air, on insects of various 
kinds, and has a fine ringing note, softer than that of Edolius 
paradiseus. A nest with eggs were brought to me in June, said to 
bo of this species. The nest was loosely made with sticks and roots, 
and contained three egyus, reddish-white, with a very few reddish- 
brown blotches. 

The lengthened outer tail-feathers, as I found when at Dar- 
jecling, are only a seasonal ornament, being put on at the breeding 
season. When not in breeding plumage, the outermost tail- 
feathers are of the ordinary shape, and only slightly exceed the 
penultimate in length. 

This is the only species of the genus. 


Gen. Enorrus, Cuv. 


Syn. Dissemurus, Glog. (Gray retains Edoltus for L.forficatus, 
and adopts Dissemurus.) 

Char.—Bill lengthened, strong, moderately depressed at the 
base, compressed towards the tip; the culmen well curved and 
hooked and distinctly notched, and the ridge well developed; rictal 
bristles long, rather weak ; a few short frontal plumes cresting the 
nostrils, but they mostly rise up and fall back over the forehead, 
forming a fine crest; tail forked, the outermost pair have the 
inner webs gradually thinning off, and the shaft is bare for some 
distance, terminating in a web, long and broadish on the outer side, 
with a narrow and short web on the imner side. 


284. Edolius paradiseus, Liv. 


Syn. L. malabaricus, Laraam, Gen. Hist., 2, pl. 18—Chibia 
malabaroides, Hopes.—E. grandis, Buytn, J. A. &, XL, 170— 
E. dentirostris of Orissa, Jarp., Madr. Jour., XII. 121, var A, 
and E. Biya, Cat. 1215—Horsr., Cat. 202—Bhimraj, H. or 
Bhring-raj, i. e. ‘King of the bees'—Kalgia, Nepal— Tinka- 
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passala poli-gadu, i. @. ‘Long-tailed Drongo,’ Tel.—Hati of the 
Gonds, Parvak or parvok-pho, Lepch. 


Tre Larce RAcKET-TAILED DRonGo. 


Descr.—Plumage uniformly black, with a steel-blue glass; 
feathers of crown slightly hackled, those of the nape strongly so, 
on breast slightly; plumage generally loose and puffy; frontal 
erest falling backwards over the nape, varying from 1} to 2} inches 
in length. 

Length, to end of ordinary tail, 14 inches; wing 6}; tail to 
middle 64; outer tail-feather 12 to 18 inches more ; the shaft having 
the terminal end, for about 34 inches, barbed externally, but towards 
the tip only on the inncr side, and turning inwards, so that the 
under side becomes uppermost. Bill at front 1$ to 14; tarsus 1 
meh, 

In conformity with the views of Horsfield and Blyth, I have 
considered the varieties we possess in Northern and Eastern India, 
as one and the same species. At the same time there are some well 
marked differences according to locality. Those from the Eastern 
Ghats have the bill stronger, more compressed, the ridge -sharper 
and the tip more deeply notched, and the erest is barely so long 
as in those from Nepal and Assam, whilst those from Goomsoor have 
the bill smaller and less strongly toothed, and the crest larger. 

This very showy and curious bird is found in the dense: forests 
of India, from the Himalayas to the Eastern Ghats as far south as 
N. L. 15°. I have seen them from Nellore Ghats, Goomsoor, the 
forests of Central India, and they are found in Lower Bengal, the 
Sunderbuns, and the Himalayas. Out of our province it is found 
in Assam, Sylhet, Burmah and Tenasserim, Near Darjeeling they 
do not range higher than 1,500 ft. or 2,000 ft. of elevation. 

This large Racket-tailed Drongo is found singly or in pairs, now 
and then in small -parties, and appears to wander a good deal in 
search of food, flying from tree to tree, generally at no great ele- 

vation, making an occasional swoop at an insect on the ge or 
sometimes whipping one off a branch. 

Frequently, however, it hunts for some time from a fixed station, 
returning to the same tree, Its food is bees, wasps, beetles, dragon- 
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flies, locusts, and mantides. It has a very peculiar call, begin- 
ning with a harsh chuckle, and ending in a pecular metallic creak~ 
ing cry. Mr. Elliot expresses it by T'se-rung, Tse-rung. It has, 
however, a great variety of notes. It follows birds of prey now and 
then, especially at the breeding time, just as our common King-crow 
does. I have had its nest brought me several times at Darjeeling; ~ 
rather a large structure of twigs and roots, and the eggs, usually 
three in number, pinkish-white, with claret-colored or purple 
spots; but they vary a great deal in size, form, and colouring. 
They breed in April and May. 

The Bhimraj is often caught and tamed, and may generally be 
had at Calcutta or at Monghyr, where the hill-men bring Shamas, 
Ilill Mynas, Bhimrajs, and various cther hill-birds for sale. It 
is a very arnusing bird in confinement; will imitate all sorts of 
sounds, as of dogs, cats, sheep and goats, poultry, aud the notes 
of many birds; hence it used to«be called by some Hazar-dastan, 
or the bird with a thousand tales. Blyth had one that imitated 
the fine song of the Shama to perfection. In other respects,‘it is a 
very fearless and amusing bird in captivity, and is sometimes even 
suffered to have its liberty, coming readily to the call of its owner. 
It will cat raw meat, lizards, and almost any kind of animal food 
that is offered to it. 


285. Edolius Malabaricus, Scop. 


Lanius apud Scororr—D. retifer apud Jerpon, Cat. 59.— 
i. cristatellus, Blyth—-E. paradiseus, var. C., Buyrx, Cat. 
1215—Horsr., Cat. 203—Kate-ongal, Mahr.—Karan, Mal. 


Tue MaLaBar RACKET-TAILED DRroneo. 


Deser.—Frontal crest short, barely 1 inch long, varying from 
3 of an inch to 1}. Color much the same; bill proportionally 
smaller, and the bird also generally slightly smaller. 

Length 13 inches; wing 5$ to 6}; tail 64; outer tail-feathers 
12 more; bill at front $. This must be the Grand Gobe-mouche de 
la edte de Malabar of Sonnerat, Voyage, 2, pl. 3,’ from which 
Scopoli gave his name Malaéaricus, and the omission of the 
crest in Sonnerat’s figure is probably accidental, or perhaps an error 
of the draftsman. 
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It is doubtful, however, if it be the same as the Malay race to 
which Blyth and Moore pive, after Latham, the name of Malu- 
baricus (now Malayensis, Blyth), which is apparently still sinaller, 
and with the crest very little developed. This Malay race should 
bear Temminck’s name setifer, misprinted retifer. A race from 
the Andamans is mentioned by Blyth, as having a longer crest 
than the Malay bird, and being somewhat larger; and the Ceylon 
bird has also the crest more developed; but no specimens from 
Malabar being in the Muscum at Calcutta, it is impossible to 
decide at present whether these races differ or not from the 
Malabar one. 

This species or race is found in all jungles of the west coast, 
from Travancore up to Goa, especially in the Wynaad, and 
other elevated districts, but st also wanders now and then into gar- 
dens from the jungles, and I have seen it close to Cannanore. I 
never saw a specimen from the west of India, that had the frontal 
crest nearly so Jong as those from the same latitude, or nearly 
ao, in the Eastern Ghats. It does not differ in its habits from 
the last. 

Mr. Blyth tells me that H. Rangoonensis of Gould, which he 
formerly considered the same as the crestless race from Malayana, 
is a distinct species, not from Burmah, but from the Philippines. 
Other species recorded are EZ. brachyphorus, Temm., apud Bona- 
parte, from Borneo, crestless; and HE. ‘formosus, Cabanis, from 


Banka. 


Gen. Curpia, Hodgs. 


Syn. Cometes, Hodgs. Criniger, Tickell. 

Char.—Bill lengthened, compressed, curved both on the culmen 
and commissure, more slender than in others of the family, slightly 
hooked at the tip, and obsoletely notched ; rictal bristles short 
and feeble; nostrils denuded; a crest of hairs arising from the 
forehead, and falling back over neck ; tail forked ; outer tail-feathers 
slightly lengthened, turned up into a sort of scoop; plumage of 
the head and neck highly lanceolate, especially on the sides of 
the neck. 
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286. Chibia hottentota, Lin. 


Corvus apud Linneus—Biytu, Cat. 1211—Horsf., Cat. 204 
--Criniger splendens, TicKELL—Edolius Khrishna, GouLp— 
LATHAM, Gen. Hist. 3 pl. 40—Chibia casia, Hopas.—E. barbatus, 
Gray—Dicrurus criniger, JERDON, Cat., 2nd Suppl., 58, bis— 
Khrishna-raj, or Kishen-raj or Kesraj, Veeng., and Hind—Kesya 
in Nepal—Povong-pho, Lepch.— Yentika-passala-poli-gadu, Tel. 1. e. 
the Haired Drongo. 


Tne Harr-crestep DRoNGO. 


Deser.—Deep black, with purple and blue reflections on the 
hind-neck and breast; wings deep glossy bronze-green ; tail the 
same; abdomen deep black ; bill and legs black ; irides red-brown. 

Length nearly 12 inches; wing 64; tail to end of outer tail- 
feathers 5; bill at front 18; tarsus 1. 

Captain Roberts, of the 36th M. N.1., first made known the 
existence of this bird in Southern India, he having found it in 
Coorg; and Lieut. (now Lieut.-Col.) Blake also shot it in the same 
locality. I procured it afterwards from the Eastern Ghats as 
mentioned, Madr. Jour, XUII., and since that have procured it in 
Malabar. I found it in March on the silk-cotton trees, Bombax 
malabaricum, several together, apparently feeding on insects 
harbouring in the fine flowers of that tree, for which its long 
tenuirostral bill must be well adapted. I again saw it hopping 
and flying among the branches of a lofty tree in Wynaad, appa- 
rently picking insects now and then off the twigs or leaves. 
Tickell, who procured it in the jungles of Chota Nagpore, says that 
it frequents large timber-trees on the banks of nullahs, tanks, &., 
and mentions that the cotton-tree in blossom was a great resort. 
It frolics about, says he, in small partics; its voice is changeable, 
and in constant exertion, from a beautiful song, to whistling, 
chattering, and creaking like a rusty wheel, at times resembling 
the higher strains of the organ, both striking and plaintive. 

Besides the localities referred to above, the Hair-crested Drongo 
is found about Calcutta, in the Sunderbuns, and in the Himalayas, 
extending into Assam. Blyth observed it, in abundance, in 
parts of the forests of Upper Martaban. I procured it from the 


440 BIRDS OF INDIA. 


warmer valleys near Darjecling. Mr. Uodgson states that it feeds 
on wasps, bees, green beetles, &., very rarely vetches ; that it 
lives part of the year in pairs, or singly, and the rest in families ; 
that it descends from its lofty perch to seize an insect on the wing, 
and occasionally seizes on the ground. I imagine that the vetches, 
stated by Hodgson to vary its food occasionally, must have been 
taken in its mouth with some insect which it seized off the plant. 

Buch. Hamilton says it is common in the neighbourhood of 
Calcutta, building among bamboos, living in pairs, and feeding on 
insects and fruits. Itis said to sing well, he says, and is frequently 
tamed by the Mussulmans, who in the morning carry it about, 
and invoke the name of God and the prophet, in the same manner 
as they do with Parrakeets. The Lepchas at Darjeeling brought 
me the nest, which was said to have been placed high up in a large 
tree. It was composed of twigs and roots, and a few bits of grass, 
and. contained two eggs, livid white, with purplish and claret spots, 
and of a very elongated form. 


Sub-fam. ARTAMINA, Swallow-shrikes. 


Bill short or moderate, wide at the base, deep, slightly curved ; 
culmen rounded ; commissure gently curved ; barely hooked at the 
tip, and entire; nostrils basal, impended by a minate tuft at their 
base only; a few inconspicuous rictal bristles; tarsus and tocs 
short, strong ; claws well curved, acute; wings long; Ist quill 
minute, 2nd longest; tail short, or moderate, even or slightly 
emarginate; lateral toes nearly equal. 

The Swallow-shrikes are placed by Swainson and Horsfield in 
their Dicrurine. Gray elevates them to a distinct sub-family, 
in which I follow him, but consider that they do approach near to 
the Drongos. Blyth places them as a distinct family, between the 
Dicruride and the Swallows; and others place them with the true 
Shrikes, or even with the Swallows. They comprise a small num- 
ber of birds from India and Malayana, but greatly developed in 
Australia, which hunt for insects in the air like Swallows, for 
which their long wings are well suited, though they are unable to 
keep up their flight for a great length of time. Some of the 
Australian species have the very remarkable habit of clustering 
like bees. They are mostly of sober grey plumage; some from 
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Australia, by their longer tail, lengthened bill, and chesnut under- 
plumage, making an approach towards some of the oceanic: Campe- 
phaging, and perhaps to Alonarcha among the Flycatchers. The 
little .4. minor of Australia is remarkably Swallow-like, and it is. 
possibly through these birds that the present tribe partly grade with 
the Fisstrosires, 


Gen. Arramus, Vieill. 

Syn.— Ocupterus, Cuv. 

Char.—Those of the sub-family.—It has lately been sub-divided 
into two genera, Artamus and Ocypterus, the former being retained 
for the thick-billed species, the latter for those with more lengthen- 
ed, curved, and slender beaks. The Indian species belong to true 


Artamas. 


287. Artamus fuscus, Vier. 

Ocupterus ruficenter, VauEeNc. Mem. Mus. VI., pl. 7—O. leuco- 
hunchos apud Jexvon, Cat. 54—Biytu, Cat. 1207—Honse., Cat. 
208—Tari ababil, Vind. in the South, ze. Palmyra Swallow—~ Tal- 
chatak, Beng., and Yati-pitta, Tel., also having the same meaning 
—Murasing of Mussulmans in Bengal— Silliangchi pho, Lepch, 


Tus AsHY SwALLOW-SHORIKE. 


Descr.—Lores black ; the general hue cinereous, or ashy-grey, 
purest on the head, and with a tinge of rufous on the back and 
scapulars; breast, abdomen, under wing-coverts, and under tail- 
coverts, ashy-white, with a tinge of rufous on the belly ; quills and 
tail blackish ashy-grey, the latter tipped narrowly with pale ashy ; 
upper tail-coverts white beneath, shewing a white border next 
the dark tail, Bill pale bluish, darker at the tip; legs slaty; 
irides dark brown. 

Length about 7 inches; wing 5}; tail 2,%,; extent 15; bill at 
front £3 tarsus . 

This Swallow-shrike is spread throughout the whole of India and 
Ceylon, being very numerous in some localities, but locally “distri- 

. buted; for you may pass over large tracts of country, apparently 
well suited for them, and not see one. It extends inté Assam 
3K 
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and Burmah. It is most abundant in wooded districts, ‘especially 
where palm-trees abound, more particularly the Palmyra palm, from 
which indeed it takes several of its native names. Where they are 
numerous, several may be seen seated on the same branch, but they 
fly off independently of each other, ond after a flight of some few 
minutes, return either again to the same perch or to another tree. 
At times I bave seen an immense flock in the air all together, 
hunting for insects, and remaining on the wing for a much longer 
period. A small party may occasionally be seen, skimming over the 
surface of a tank, picking up an insect now and then, and returning 
to a high bough of a tree, overhanging the water. They live entirely 
on insects of various kinds. Ihave found them most abundant in 
the Carnatic, the Malabar coast, the Northern Cirears, and Bengal ; 
very rare in the Deccan and Central India. To my great. surprise, 
I found them on the sides of hills at Darjeeling, on cleared spots 
up to above 4,000 ft. of elevation. 


I have procured the nest of this bird, situated on a Palmyra tree 
on the stem of the leaf. It was a deep cup-shaped nest, made of 
grass, leaves, and numerous feathers, and contained two eggs, 
white with a greenish tinge, and with light brown epots, chiefly at 
the larger end. I see that Mr. Layard procured the nest in Ceylon, 
where this bird is common, in the head of cocoa-nut-trees, made of 
fibres and grasses; and it was probably the nest of this bird that 
was brought to Tickell, as that of the Palm Swift, Cypselus batas- 
stensia. 

Its flight is elegant and Swallow-ike, a few rapid strokes of the 
wing alternating with a gliding flight with outspread wings, and 
often in’circles, or, when in close pursuit of an insect, rapid and 
direct. Its cry, which it frequently utters, both when seated and 


in flight, is plaintive, very like that of the Shikra ironies 
badius), but more subdued. 


The true A. leucorhynchos, with which the Indian species was 
long confounded, inhabits the Philippines; and A. leucogaster, 
¥al. (leucorhynchos apnd Horsfield), is from Java and Sumatra, 
tnd also'the Andaman islands; and there are several others-from 
the more distant a and many’ from Australia, The genus 
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Artemia, sometimes placed in this sub-family, is said doubtfully 
to belong to it; but there are some Madagascar birds, which, when. 
better known, may be found to be nearly related io the Artamine. 
The genera Analcipus, Swains. and Anais, Lesson, are sometimes: 
located here, sometimes among the Orioles. 


Fam. Muscicarm, Flycatchers. 


Bill rather wide, depressed, shallow; the culmen straight, dis- 
tinctly hooked and notched at the tip; rictal bristles (typically) 
numerous and strong ; wings moderate ; tail generally rather short 
or moderate ; tarsus short, weak; feet moderately small, feeble. 

The Flycatchers are a group of insect-eating Dentirostres, 
generally of small size, and with a much more feeble bill than 
any of the Shrikes, but with the gape wide, and tolerably strong 
rictal bristles to'enable them to seize and hold winged insects, which 
form their chief diet. Their wings are not adapted for long and 
speedy flight, but they are capable of rapid and powerful sallies ; 
their legs and feet, only used for perching, are short and feeble. 

In India there are two distinct groups or sub-families, the Myia- 
grine, comprising the Muscipeta and Rhipidura of Cuvier, with 
a few others; and the Muscicuping, nearly corresponding to the 
restricted Muscicapa of Cuvier, containing birds more or less related 


_to the European Flycatchers, and many other allied forms. 


Some of these last are ranked among the Sawicoline, or Stone- 
chats, by Blyth and Horsfeld: but Gray includes them all in hig 
Muscicapine, and | quite agree with him. In their anatomy, the 
Flycatchers do not differ much from the usual type of Den- 
tirostres. The stomach is not very muscular, and the intestines 
are rather short. In some the keel of the sternum is tolerably 
developed. 

It does not seem very clearly agreed on, what families of birds, 
foreign to India, should be included among the Flycatchers; but. 
the greater part of the Tyrannina, or Tyrant-flycatchers, and the 
Alectrurine of Gray (Fluvicoling of Swainson), both American 
groups, should perhaps be located here. Gray and Swainson in 
clude, among their Muscicapide, the Vireonine or Greenlets, and 
the Tityrine, or Blackcaps, both from America; but they appear: 
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to me to be too thick-billed for this family, and the Greenlets 
should, I think, be associated with the Pachycephalinw; and the 
Tityrine either to the same group or to the Shrikes, along with 
some of the larger 7'yranninw. Perhaps the Setophogine of America 
would be better placed among the Flycatchers, as is done by Gray 
and Blyth, than among the Mniotiltine, as Swainson and Bona- 
parte class them; but I do not think that they enter the sub-family 
of Muscicapine, where Gray has located them,: but should join 
certain of the American Flycatchers, which would then form two 
or three distinct groups. 

Swainson includes among the: Flycatchers the Furylaimide, 
already treated of (Fissirostres, p. 235,) and the Todida, p. 239. 


Sub-fam. Myracrina, Bonap. 


Syn. Tehitreade, Blyth, True Flycatchers. 

Bill broad at base, much depressed, sttaicht, considerably hooked 
at the tip, and notched ; rictal bristles humerous and long; wings 
rather lengthened; tail moderate or somewhat long, in one genus 
with the central tail-feathers greatly elongated in the male sex; 
feet and legs short and feeble. 

The true Flycatchers comprise a group of birds of varied 
plumage and form, distinguished by their triangular flat bill, long 
rictal bristles, and very feeble fect. They are peculiar to the 
tropical and sub-tropical: regions of the Old World, extending to 
Australia. The young birds are coloured much like their parents, 
only duller. In their habits they are more active and restless, 
more on the wing, than the next sub-family ; and they live chiefly 
on soft-winged insects, which they almost always capture in the air, 
often with a loud snap of their mandibles, occasionally picking one 
off a leaf or a branch. Those whose nidification is known, 
build a neat nest on the fork of a tree or bamboo, and lay white 

ggs with reddish spots. 


Gen. Touirrea, Lesson.. 


Syn. Muscipeta, Cuv. 
‘Char.--Bill lengthened, wide, depressed at. the bass ‘solerably 
stout and deep, narrowing suddenly at the tip, which is moderately 
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hooked: and notched; the ridge of the culmen rized; nostrils 
somewhat in front, protected by a few stout nareal bristles, and 
plumed at their base; gape wide; rictal bristles numerous, Tong, 
and stout; wings rather long, somewhat pointed; the first four 
quills unequally graduated ; 4th and 5th sub-equal and longest; tail 
rather long, cuneate, with the two central feathers greatly elon- 
gated in the male; feet and legs short and feeble; head crested. 

This is a very beautiful group of birds found both in Africa and 
India, to one of which Linnzus gave the name of paradisi, and 
they are popularly known in India as Birds-of-paradise. Several 
of the species undergo a remarkable change of plumage, from 
chesnut to white. Of late the Indian species have been separated 
as Terpsiphone, Gloger; and Tchitrea is retained for the African 
birds. 


288. Tchitrea paradisi, Liv. 


Muscicapa apud Linnaus—Buyru, Cat. 1225—Horsr., Cat. 
168—Muscipeta paradisi and M. Indica, SrerHens, apud Syxes, 
Cat. 36, and 37, and Jerpon, Cat. 146 and 147—Junpon, 1. 
Ind. Orn, pl. 7—Govuxp, .B. of Asia, pl. Shah bulbul and 
Hosseini bulbul, H. (the white bird), Sultana bulbul, H. (the 
red bird). Zahlah, H. in the N. W. P.—Zonka pigh pitta, 
Tel.—Wal kondalati, Vam., both names meaning Long-tailed 


Bulbul. 


Tre ParavisE FLYCATCHER. 


Deser.—-Adult male—Whole head with the full crest, neck and 
throat, glossy green-black; the rest of the plumage white, the 
feathers more or less black-shafted ; primaries and secondaries black, 
with the outer webs white, and also the edge of inner webs of the 
innermost quills. Head with a full crest of elongated feathers ; 
two central tail-feathers greatly elongated. 

The adult female is similar to the male, its middle tail-feathers 
are only slightly lengthened. 

The younger male has the head, neck, and throat, glossy black, 
the abdomen white, and the rest of the plumage light chesnut. 
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‘The young female has the same, without the long tail. In-a still 
younger state, the throat, breast, upper part of abdomen, and the 
flanks, are ashy. 

Bill and eyelids cobalt-blue ; legs and feet pale lavender-blue ; 
irides deep brown. 

Length to end of outer tail-feathers, about 9 inches; wing 3,8, ; 
tail 44 to 5 inches; central tail-feathers sometimes 15 or 16 
inches; ‘bill at front 5, or nearly 2; tarsus 1%. 

A complete account of the changes of plumage of this and the 
next species is still a desideratum. In the above description 
I have given the generally received account of the phases of 
plumage; but at what age the chesnut bird becomes white 
is not precisely ascertained. Nestlings that I have seen have 
the head and crest, which latter is not much developed, ashy- 
black, and the chesnut dull. At the first moult, the plumage 
described as that of the ‘still younger state’ is probably assumed ; 
next year the bright chesnut ; and at the breeding season of the third 
year, the feathers probably begin to change to white, and at the 
autumnal moult most probably become entirely white. Some obser- 
vers have suggested that the white livery is only the nuptial plu- 
mage, and that the chesnut plumage is re-assumed at the next 
moult; but I have not seen any specimens warranting that surmise, 
and per contra have seen young feathers perfectly white, so that that 
hypothesis is untenable. The change of coloration through some 
organic chemical process, which is well known to effect a change 
especially in the tips of the feathers of many birds during the 
breeding season, also appears always to bevin first in the substance of 
the feather itself, and generally shews itself first in the quills or rec- 
trices, Many interesting specimens exhibiting this change are in the 
Museum As. Soc., Calcutta. I figured a bird in a state of change in 
my ‘Illustrations of Indian Ornithology,’ as in some of the ‘later 
publications on Indian birds,* it had been asserted that the chesnut 
and white-colored individuals were distinct in species; but I see that 
Levaillant, who has figured this bird, pl. 144 to 146 of his Oia. de 
P Afrique, had previously given drawings of some highly mottled and 


Sonnet 








-* Sykes Catalogue. 


MYIAGRINE . 44% 


interesting specimens from India showing this change... It has 
been stated in a late No. of The bis that the long tail-feathers 
of the African species are seasonal, and Sundevall appears to coua~ 
tenance this idea; but from the different times at which I have 
killed the Indian bird with its lengthened tail, I doubt if this caa 
be the case with it. Dr. Adams (P. Z. S. 1858, p. 495), a@ppeats to 
think that the male bird alone assumes the white plumage (in which 
case the long tail-feathers would be seasonal, seeing that we often 
get short-tailed white birds); and he also states that the females can 
be distinguished from chesnut males by the color of the primaries, 
which are brown in females, black in young males. 

This Paradise Flycatcher is found over the whole of India, from 
the extreme South and Ceylon to the base of the Himalayas ; but 
is replaced in the lower S. E. Himalayan ranges; and in 
all the countries to the eastward, by the next species. It is mora 
or less a permanent resident in the forests and highly wooded dis- 
tricts, but only a temporary sojourner in the more open parts of the 
country, and the brief and uncertain visits it pays to many stations 
are perhaps the cause of its various changes not having been fully 
observed. It does not, in general, ascend hills to any great height 
above the level of the sea, and I have not seen it higher than about 
2,000 ft. It is very partial to bamboo-jungle, and is said to breed 
in bamboo clumps. 

In its habits it is restless and wandering, flitting continually 
from branch to branch and from tree to tree. It feeds chiefly on 
small flies and cicadellw, almost always capturing them.on the 
wing, sometimes picking one off a leaf or bough. I never saw it 
descend to the ground, as mentioned by Sykes. It is usually single, | 
or in pairs. Its flight is somewhat undulating, and it has a curious 
appearance on the wing, its long tail moving in jerks. I have heard 
no note except a rather loud harsh grating cry of alarm. I have 
never seen its nest. Layard says that it-makes a neat nest of mous’ 
ond lichens, lined with hair and wool, The Ceylon names .of the 
bird are Fire-thief and Cotton-thief respectively for the red and 
white birds., 

L have kept this. Flycatcher alive for a few jaye in a closed rem, 
nad it used to be flitting about, catching flies and. mesquitees, the 
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whole day. One flew on board a ship in which I was a passenger 
in the Bay of Bengal, between Madras and Vizagapatam, in 
October 1836, and remained three or four days in the rigging, 
Blyth tells me. that. he has kept it for many months in a large 
aviary, where it subsisted on the flies which were attracted by the 
odour of the shrimps, with which various small waders and otherg 
were daily supplied. 


289. Tchitrea affinis, A. Hay. 


Muscipeta apud Hay, J. A. S., XV., 292.—Blyth, Cat. 1226— 
Horsr., Cat. 169. 


Tuk BurMesE Paradise FLYCATCHER. 


Deser.—Adult male—Whole head and neck, with crest, glossy 
black ; the rest of the body white; the feathers of the back, with the 
black shafts more developed than in the last species; the lengthened 
middle tail-feathers being black-shafted throughout their whole 
length, and often more or less conspicuously margined throughout, 
both externally and internally, with black. 

The adult female is coloured as in the male, but the caudal 
feathers are broader. 

The young male has the head, with crest, glossy black ; the nape 
somewhat glossy dark ashy ; the throat, neck and breast, and upper 
part of abdomen, shining ashy, paling and becoming white on the 
lower part of the abdomen, vent, and under tail-coverts; upper 
plumage bright chesnut. Youn females have the head black ; the 
nape, throat, neck and breast, dark ashy ; the abdomen lighter ; the 
upper plumage chesnut, with strong black shafts on the tertiaries. 

Bill, feet, and irides, as in the last. Length 8 to 84 inches; 
wing 3}; tail4; middle tail-feathers 10 to 14 inches 

‘Mr. Blyth notices that, in one specimen, the pair of rectrices 
noext.the middle feathers were 7 inches long. ; 

This is a smaller species than the last, the crest is not so long, 
and the feathers composing it are wore equal and commingled into 
an uniform. surface ; and the lengthened tail-feathers also are more 
warrow, and not so long. The white birds are uot. always. very 
distinguishable from those of the last species; for in some specitnens 
the. central tail-feathers want the black shait:in part of. their length, 
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especially at the tip. Cuan these be hybrids? The small crest is 
-in these cases the most permanent difference. 

The chesnut birds can always be recognised by the absence of 
the rich glossy black neck and throat of J. paradist; and moré- 
ever the inner webs of the quills are dusky-black in this, chesnut 
in the former species. 

This Flycatcher takes the place of the last in the sub-Hima- 
layan regions of Nepal and Sikhim within our province, extending 
into Assam, Burmah, and Malayana. 


Other eastern species of Zchttrea are T. atricaudata, Eyton (at- 
riceps, Bl.), from Malacca; a very beautiful species, 7. principalis, 
(T. princeps, Gray, T. Incei, Gould), from China and Japan; and 
T. Gaimardt, Lesson, from New Guinea. 

T. rufa, Gray, figured in the ‘Genera of Birds,’ has been separ- 
ated as Xeocephus, Bon. 

There are a good number of African species kept under restricted 
Tchitrea, some with similar coloring to the Indian species, others 
mostly black. , 

The genus Philentoma contains several richly coloured birds from 
Malacca and the isles; among others P. velatum, T. (Muse. 
pectoralis, A. Hay), and Ph. pyrrhopteron, T. (Muse. plumosa 
Blyth and Ph. castaneum, Eyton),—both from Malacca. 


Gen. Mytacra, Vigors. 


Char.—Bill of moderate length and strength, broad, triangular, 
suddenly narrowed, straight, tip well hooked and distinctly notch- 
ed; rictal bristles long, slender, numerous; nostrils small, basal,. 
plumed at the base and overhung by a few fine hairs; wings mode- 
rate, broad, 4th and 5th quills about equal and longest ; tail rather 
long, even. or slightly rounded; tarsus rather short; feet very 
small; outer toe much longer than inner one, much syndactyle. 

This genus, of which there ie only one species in India, is toler- 
ably developed in Australia and Oceanica. It is evidently nearly 
related to’ Tehitrea in the form and colour of the Dill and its 
evanescence after death, its demi-crest, and thes points’ and i in 
its Habits to the Fantails. 

aL 
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The following species has been separated from Myiagra (Aypo- 
thymis, Boie*), but I shall only indicate, without adopting it. It 
appears to have a narrower bill than some of the Australian 
Myiagre, but is evidently only a slightly aberrant species. 


290. Myiagra azurea, Bopp. 


Muscicapa apud Bopparrt—PI. Enl. 666, f. 1—Buiyru, Cat. 
1231—Horsr., Cat. 178—M. cexrulea apud Jerpon, Cat, 148— 
M. cewruleo-cephala, SyKrs, Cat. 43 (the female)—M. occipitalis, 
Vicors— Kala katkatia, Beng. 

THE BLACK-NAPED BLUE FLYCATCHER. 

Deser.—Above pale lazuline blue, with the head and neck paler 
but brighter blue; a large occipital spot of short erectile feathers, 
and a slender jugular one, silky black ; throat, neck, and breast, 
pale blue; abdomen, vent, and under tail-coverts, bluish-white. 

The female is bluish-ashy above; the head and neck pale blue, 
and the abdomen white; and it has neither the occipital crestlet nor 
jugular black streak. 

The bill and legs fine delicate cobalt-blue; legs bluish-plumbe- 
ous; irides deep brown. 

Length 6 to 6} inches; wing 22; extent 8; tail 22; bill at 
front about ;4;; tarsus }. 

This pretty Blue Flycatcher is widely spread through India 
and Ceylon, extending to Assam, Burmah, Malayana, and even 
to China and some of the more distant islands. Here it is 
generally to be met with in every well-wooded part of the coun- 
iry, and in forest, or bamboo-jungle, ascending to an elevation of 
3,000 ft. on the slopes of the Neilgherry and other mountain 
ranges. In Central and Northern India it is often to be seen in 
very open country, frequenting clumps of trees, or single trees 
near villages. It is almost always solitary, flying from tree to 
tree, remaining a short time on each, capturing a few insects on 
the wing. Now and then I have seen it flitting actively about 
among the branches, and spreading its tail just like the Fontails. 
( Lewconereg). Mr. Ward procured. the nest: at. Honore in a. 








paar emi 


* This name has been applied erroneously to the species of Ewnyias.. 
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‘pamboo-clump, made with bamboo leaves and fibres, and contain- 
ing two eggs, white, with a few large blotches of purplish-red. 

A second species, nearly allied to this, appears to exist in ‘Muse... 
manadensis, Q. and G., from the Oceanic region. Some of the 
Australian Myiagre are dark or plumbeous blue, while others have 
the under parts rufous, resembling our Cyornis. 


Gen. Leucocerca, Swaine! 


Syn. Rhipidura, pars, Vigors and Horsfield. 

Char.—Bill rather long, depressed, wide throughout, except at 
the tip, which is slightly hooked and notched; nostrils apert, but 
ovérhung by some long nareal bristles; rictal bristles very long, 
slender; wings with the first four quills ungqually graduated; 4th 
and 5th quills sub-equal and longest ; tail lengthened, wide, rounded 
or graduated ; tarsus moderate, strong; feet moderate; lateral toes 
unequal. 

This genus, which was separated by Swainson from Rhipidura, is 
not very strongly characterized apart from that genus, but contains 
several Indian and Malayan species, and may be considered as the 
Indian form of Jthipidura ; Bonaparte, however, extends it to two 
species from New Zealand and Oceania. 


291. Leucocerca fuscoventris, Franxxn. 


Rhipidura apud Franxu, P. Z. §., 1831—Syxes, Cat. 46— 
Buiytu, Cat. 1241—Honrsr., Cat. 188—Muscylva albogularis, 
Lusson, Voy. BrLancer—M. sannio, SunpEvait—Rhip. 
albigula, Hopason— Chok-doyal, Beng.—Chak-dil, in the N. W. 
P,—Nam-dit-nom Lepch. 

Tue WHITE-THROATED FANTAIL 


Deser.—Sooty brown-black throughout, tinged with ashy in the 
abdomen and back, and dusky-brownish on the wings and outer 
tail-feathers, the three outermost of which are tipped with dirty 
white; a very short supercilium, chin and throat white. 

Bill and legs black; irides dark brown. Length 74 inches; 
extent 94; wing 34; tail 4}; bill at front 4, ; tarsus 9. 

I have only seen this species in Bengal and Sikhim. It is not 
known ‘in most parts of the South of India, nor did I see it at 
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Jalna close to Col. Sykes’s district. He includes it 19 his birds of 
the Deccan ; and I observe that Adams states that it is common at 
Poona, but does not assert the same of albofrontata which I found 
so abundant at no great distance. Franklin procured it in Central 
Tndia; and it extends into Assam and Burmah. 

It is very abundant at Darjeeling in the spring and summer, 
descending to thes valleys and plains in winter. It is generally 
seen in pairs, flitting restlessly about trees, catching small flies 
and mosquitges in the air, and constantly spreading and raising 
its large fan-shaped tail. The male has a pleasant, short, tinkling 
song, sweet and clear. The Bengal name, ‘Wheel Dyal (i.e 
Copsyehus saularis), is given from its frequently turning round. 

Sundevall remarks “that its stomach is exceedingly thin, almost 
membranaceous. 


292. Leucocerca albofrontata, Franxt. 


Rhipidura apud Franwxuin, P. Z. S., 1831.—Syxes, Cat. 45— 
JERpoN, Cat. 143—Jurpoy, Ill. Ind. Orn., pl. 2—Buiyrs, Cat. 
1242—Horsr., Cat. 189—Shamchiri, H. in the N. W.—Macharya, 
2. e. * Mosquito-eatcher,’ H. in the South.—Manati (i. e. ‘ Washer- 
man’), Mal.— Dasari-pitta, Tel. 


Tae WHITE-BROWED FANTAIL. 


Descr.— Above, the head and neck deep black; a broad frontal 
band, extending over the eyes to the nape, pure white; back 
ashy-black ; wings and tail dusky-black; the wing-coverts with 
some white spots; the tips of all the tail-feathers, except the 
central ones, broadly white: beneath, the chin and throat black, 
more or less spotted and lined with white; the breast and abdomen 
white. 

Bill and legs black; irides deep brown. Length 74 inches; 
extent 10; wing 3,5, ; tail 33 ; bill at front 11 mill, ; tarsus 7. 

The White-browed Fantail is found over ajl India, except 
Lower: Bengal, extending to the foot of the Himaleyes, only not 
: towards the South-east. It is moat common. in Malabar and the 
~ Detoan, and is not rare in the N. W. Provinces and Scinde, - 
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It occurs in the South, both in thin forest, and m groves, ayenuna, 
and gardens, in well-wooded districts; but is not so common is.the: 
Carnatic, as in the Deccan, where it may be seen in ever y clump. of 
trees. In its habits it is very active and restless, continually. 
flitting about from branch to branch,. snapping up an insect on the 
wing, and raising its outspread tail and loweripg its wings when 
it re-seats itself. It hardly ever flies more than a few, fect after an 
insect, and seldom returns to the same perch, traversing in 
succession most of the branches of the tree, and rarely resting 
even during the heat of the day. It is usually solitary, occasion- 
ally two or three in company. I have several times seen it 
alight on the ground, and sometimes on the back of a cow, and 
pursuing flies from this rather unusual perch. Its chief food is 
mosquitoes and other small dipterous insects, also the small 
cicadelle that are so abundant on every tree im India. It has a 
pleasing little song, which it warbles forth every now and then, 
consisting of several notes, following one another in a regular 
descending scale. I have had the nest brought me, very neatly 
made with fine roots lined with hair, deeply cup-shaped, and fixed in 
the fork of a bamboo. The eggs were white, with some rather 
large reddish-brown spots. 

A very closely allied race or species exists in Ceylon, Z. 
compressirostris, Blyth, which differs in the bill being not de- 
pressed but compressed, and in the white on the tail-feathers being 
less in extent. Another, slightly differing, exists in a new species 


from Upper Pegu. 


293. Leucocerca pectoralis, JErpon., 


J. A. §,, XUL, 935—Jervon, Cat. 144 (in part)—Jerpon, HL. 
Ind. Orn., letter-press to pl. 2—BiyTH, Cat. 1248. 


Tar Warre-sporren Fanratt. 


Deser-—Above, the whole head bleck, with a narrow will 
supercilium ; the rest of the upper plumage brownish-dusky ; 
dusky, the covers very slightly tipped with albescent; tail aiid 
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all but the middle feathers pagsing gradually into dirty whitish 
towards their extremity: beneath, the throat and belly white; the 
under tail-coverts edged with rufous; the sides of the throat, and 
the whole breast, black, the middle of the latter marked with oval 
‘white spots. 

Bill and feet black; irides dark brown. Length 7 inches; wing 
8; tail 4, much graduated ; bill at front 9 or 10 mill.; tarsus 3. 

This species differs from /., fuscoventris chiefly in the abdomen 
‘being white instead. of dusky. I have only found it on the 
Neilgherries, at an elevation of 6,000 ft. or so, over the edges of 
the hills. It has the usual habits of the genus, and utters a feeble 
warbling song. It does not appear to have been procured elséwhere, 
but will probably be found to extend along some of the higher 
mountain ranges of the Malabar ghats. 

£. javanica, found in Malayana, is very like this bird; and several 
other species are recorded from the islands as far as New Zealand. 
The species of hipidura are chiefly from Australia and the 
oceanic region; but Bonaparte, in his Conspectus, following Sol. 
Miller, gives three species from Java and Sumatra. 


Gen. CHELIDORHYNX, Hodgson. 


Syn. Rhipidura apud Blyth. 

Char.—Bill short, broad, suddenly compressed at the tip, and 
much deflected, barely notched; nostrils covered by long and finc 
nareal bristles; gape with long rictal bristles ; wings rounded, the 
first four quills graduated; tail long, rounded, firm; tarsus rather 
short; feet feeble, lateral toes slightly unequal. 

This type, though nearly allied to Leucocerca, differs both from 
it and Rhipidura by its shorter bill, smaller.size, and mode of colora- 
tion, and in this appears to lead the way towards Cryptolopha. 
There is only one recorded species, which, by its colors, emall size, 
-and social habits, may be said, in some measure, to tend to join the 
Flycatchers to the sylvan Warblers Abrornis and Culicipeta, The 
sanie remark may be made of Crypfolopha; and indeed Bonaparte 
places this last genus next to Culicipeta, and Swainson classed the 
_ typical species 'of ‘the latter genus under Cryptolopha. 
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294. Chelidorhynx hypoxantha, Bryrs. 
Rhipidura apud Byrn, J. A. S., XIV. 935—Buytn, Cat. 12895- 
IlorsrF., Cat. 191—C. chrysoschistos, Hopason—Sitte kleom, Lepch. | 
Tue YELLOW-BELLIED FanralL. 


Descr.—-Above, dusky ash-colour, tinged with green, especially 
on the head; toes and ears black; a bright yelloW eye-streak conti-. 
nued across the forchead; tail conspicuously white-shafted, the 
inner edges of the feathers white-tipped, and the outer web of the 
outermost feather also white on its basal half; beneath, wholly 
bright yellow, paler towards the vent and under tail-coverts. 

Bill black ; legs a ; irides pale brown. Length 4$ inches; 
extent 6; wing 23; tail 2}; bill at front 6 mill.; tarsus 4 inch, 

This pretty little Fentail is found in Nepal, Sikhim, and Bootan. 
It affects high altitudes, being found near Darjecling, from 6,000 to 
8,000 fect and upwards. It frequents the skirts of large woods and 
low trees by the road-sides, either in pairs or small flocks; is very 
active and lively, making short sallies after insects, with a low 
pleasant twitter. I had the neet brought me, but after the young 
had flown. It is an exceedingly neat, deep cup-shaped nest, made 
of moss, lichen, hairs and wool, well carded into a compact structure. 
Blyth arranged this bird in Rhipidura from its near conformation, 
to Rh. albiscapa of Australia, which it resembles in its white-shafted 
tail-feathers. 

Gen. CRYPTOLOPHA, Swainson. 


Char.—Bill much as in the last genus, but not quite so wide; 
nareal bristles long and strong; rictal bristles a little shorter; 
wings with the 1st quill shorter, and the 3rd longer than in the last, 
the 4th and 5th very little longer; tail moderate, almost even; 
tarsus short; feet very feeble. 

This genus differ from the last by its sub-crested head and sbiortay 
and nearly even tail. ‘Like the last it is composed of only one 
species. - os : 
295. Cryptolopha cinereocapilla, Vier. 

Muscicapa apud ViertLor—BxytH, Cat. 1238—Honer., Cat 
192—C, poivicepliala, Swainson, Nat, Libr. X, pl. 23—JERbON, 
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Cat. 145—Platyrhynchus ceylonensis, Swarns., Zool IIL, W. 
S., pl. 13-—Zird phutki, Beng. . 


Tue GREY-HEADED FLYCATCHER. 


Deser.— Above, the head, nape, and ear-coverts, dark ashy; back, 
wings and tail, light yellow-green; quills and tail-feathers dusky 
internally ; rump dnd upper tail-coverts tinged yellow ; beneath, the 
chin, throat, neck and breast, pale ashy; the rest of the lower 
plumage dingy yellow, greenish on the flanks, 

Bill blackish above, horny-reddish beneath; feet dingy ted ; 
irides deep brown. Length 4} to 4% inches; wing 2%; tail 2}; 
bill at front 8 mill. ; tarsus } inch. 

The Grey-headed Flycatcher is dispersed throughout all India, 
from the Himalayas to the Neilgherries, and spreadson the other side 
of the Bay through Assam into Arakan, Burmah and Tenasserim. 
The only locality in the South of India, where it is common, is 
on the summit of the Neilgherries. Towards the north, however, 
and in Central India, it is occasionally met with, and is not rare in 
Lower Bengal. In the plains, it is mostly a cold weather visitant. 

It prefers rather dense jungle in general, or shady groves and 
tangled thickets; is tolerably active and lively, making frequent 
sallies after small insects, and not always returning to the same 
perch, but flitting about a good deal, though it usually remains 
in the same tree, or clump of trees, for some time. It is often 
seen in small parties, occasionally singly, or in pairs, and has a 
pleasant, but feeble, chirping song. Hutton obtained the nest at 
Mussoorie, at about 4,500 feet high, placed against the trunk of 
a large tree in the shape of a watch-pocket, made of moss, and 
fixed to the moss of the tree by spider’s-web, and lined with fing 
stalks. ‘Ihe eggs, four in number, were dull white, with a faint 
olive tinge, and minutely spotted with pale greenish-brown, and a 
broad ring of the same near the larger end. . 

Near this genus should perhaps come the genus Xanthopygia, 
Blyth, with two or three species, one from Malaccgand China, X. 
tricolor, Hartlaub (leucophrys, Blyth), another fr 
_ Japan, X. narcissina, Temm. (chrysophrysy Blyt 

mati, T., also from Japan. 
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Sub-fam.. MuscicaPinaz. 

Bill depressed, moderately wide, slightly hooked and notched. 
at the tip; rictal bristles moderate; wings moderate, more or 
less rounded; tail moderate; tarsus short, or slightly lengthened, | 
moderately strong; feet small, or moderate, chiefly of small size. 

This sab-family is composed of a considerable number of genera 
from the Old World and Australia, that agree in’ having a more 
or less depressed bill, short tarsi and feet, and which live on 
insects that they chicily capture in the air, a few descending to 
the ground for a moment to pick one up, or snapping one off a 
leaf or twig. They differ from the last in their bill ‘being less 
typical than in the Myiagrina, i. e. less depressed, smaller, and with 
the rictal bristles shorter. 

In many the plumage of the young is more or less spotted, as in 
the young of the Saicoline and the Thrushes; and Blyth and 
Horsfield remove them, the former completely, and the latter 
partially, from the Flycatchers, placing them in the series of Saxi- 
coline birds, Gray, however, in his Genera, and Bonaparte in his 
Conspectus, retain them all in the Muscicapide, in which I quite 
agree with them. Most of the genera classed by the two last- 
named ornithologists in this family have the bill wider and more 
depressed than any of the Sazicoling, and their habits correspond 
to this; the Stonechats rarely capturing insects except on the 
ground. To remove some of them, merely because their young 
are coloured as in other groups, is, I think, taking too narrow a 
view; but that they grade to a certain extent into the Saxicoline 
I fully admit: still I prefer to keep them separate as a natural 
group. Of the extent of this sub-family, I cannot speak with 
precision. Gray, indecd, includes in it all of the last sub-family, and 
some American birds, such as Sctophaga and its allies. Bonaparte, 
with more precision, excludes the American Flycatchers, and separ- 
ates the Myiagrine, as we have already done, and divides the Afua- 
cicagide into two groups, Muscicapee, nearly confined to the Eastern 
Fly-catchers ; and Melanornithee, subsequently raised to the rank 
ofa -sub-familyander the name of Monarchine, for a group of Fly- 
catchers, chiefly:from’the oceanic region, Australia, and afew from 
Africa, and many.Wwith dark. or black plumage. 
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I shall here follow Pr. Bonaparte’s classification. 


1. Muscroarra. 


This division contains the genus Butaiis, of which the Grey or 
Spotted Flycatcher of Europe is the type; also restricted Muscicapa, 
containing the Pied Flycatchers of Europe; and a considerable 
number of birds of plain brown and blue plumage, chiefly from 
India and Malayana, a few exhibiting a rufous tint on the breast — 
and lower parts. 

T shall commence the series with one genus, which, but for its 
shorter tail, might have been included among the Myiagrine. 


Gen. HemicHeripon, Hodgson. 


Char.—Bill much depressed and very shallow, wide at the abe 
slender and suddenly narrowed at the tip, and faintly booked and 
notched; gape wide; nareal and rictal bristles rather short; wings 
long, reaching two-thirds of the length of the tail, 3rd and 4th quills 
sub-equal and longest, the 3rd slightly the longer of the two; Ist 
quill minute; tail moderate, rather short; tarsus short; feet small, 
with the lateral toes unequal. 

This genus, in its most typical species, is indeed Swallow-like; 
~ the bill, as Hodgson remarks, being absolutely as in Hirundo, and, 
were its wings much longer, it might readily be mistaken for one. 


296. Hemichelidon fuliginosus, Hopes. 


J. A. S., XVI, 119, and P. Z. 8., 1845—Brytu, Cat. 1034— 
Honrsr., Cat. 176—Dang chim-pa-pho, Lepch. 


Tus Soory FLYCATCHER. 


Deser—Avbove fuliginous-brown ; wings and tail darker, paler 

beneath, and albescent towards the vent and lower tail-coverts, and 
. Slightly so on the throat. 

‘Bill blackish above, yellow at the base of the lower mandible ; 
legs dusky-brown ; irides deep brown, Length 44 inches; wing 23; 
tail 13; bill at front 8 mill. ; tarsus not d inch. 

This bird has very much the aspect of a Swallow; doth in color 
-end-structure, It is fount] throughout the Himalayas, i ig common 

‘about Darjeeling from 6,000 feet upwards; is sedentary: in. its 
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habits, darting on insects from a fixed perch on a low branch. I 
never saw it descend to the ground to feed. It extends also ta 
China, Mr. Swinhoe remarking that it “ straggles to Amoy in its 
vernal migrations.’ This makes it the more probable that the 
following bird of Pallas is the same.* 


The next two species have usually been classed under Hemiche- 
lidon; but have of late been separated as Alseonax, Cabanis, and 
J think with some reason, so shall adopt that name. 


Gen. ALSEONAX, Cabanis. 


Somewhat resembling Hemichelidon, but the bill is more 
lengthened and narrower in front, less Swallow-like, and much 
deeper vertically; the Ist primary is proportionally larger, and 
the wing is less pointed ; the 3rd and 4th quills about sub-equal, the 
quills diminishing in length less rapidly; the rictal bristles are 
perhaps longer and stouter. 


297. Alseonax latirostris, Rarr.ss. 
Muscicapa apud RarriLes—M. poonensis, Sykrs, Cat 42— 
JERDON, Cat. 154—Bxiyru, Cat. 1033 (in part)—and Horsr., Cat. 
177 (in part)—-Butalis ponticeriana, GMEL, apud Licu'r. and 
Bonap.—Zahki, YH. 
Tus Sournern Brown Fiycarcuer. 


Descr. Above light brownish-grey, beneath white, tinged. 
with very pale ashy on the breast, sides of throat, and flanks; eyelids 
conspicuously white. 

Bill dusky-yellow at the gape and at the base beneath; irides 
deep brown; legs brown, Length 5} inches; wing 2§ to 3; tail 2; 
bill at front 11 mill. ; tarsus *,ths. 

This and the next species have usually been considered the 
same; but I think that they differ in species, and our bird is most 
probably B. ponticeriana, as quoted above, which is given next to 
and distinct from Hodgson’s bird in Bonaparte’s Conepectus. In 
this case ponticeriana would stand as the specific name. 


* Museicapa fuscedula of Pallas is undoubtedly second species of. this 
yetiug, as rostricted, if indecd it-be not the same. The coloring appears to be iden- 
ical’; but the meseuremonts given inake it arather larger bird, : 
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The bird from Southern India is larger, much more grey in its 
tints and having hardly any rufescent, and whiter beneath; the 
eyelids too ate more prominently white, and the yellow of the 
bill is more marked. 

It is found throughout Southern India and Ceylon, perhaps also 
extending to the:North. It is enumerated as from China, J. A. 8. 
1859, p. 280. It frequents alike thin forest-jungles, and groves and 
gardens. It is very sedentary, sitting motionless on a branch, and 
darting out occasionally to capture an insect on the wing. It is 
said only to be a winter visitant in Ceylon, but I cannot say 
for certain if it remains and breeds in Southern India or not. 


298. Alseonax terricolor, Hopson. 
Butalis upud Hopeson and Bonap., Consp. 


Tuer RUFESCENT-BROWN FLYCATCHER. 


Deser.—Above greyish-brown, tinged moreor less with rufescent, 
and the wing-coverts and tertiaries margined with the same co- 
lour ; beneath white; the breast, sides, throat, and flanks, tinged 
with greyish-brown. 

Bill dusky-yellowish at the base; irides dark brown; legs 
dusky-brown. Length about 5 inches; wing 23; tail 2; bill at 
front 10 mill. ; tarsus 4. 

This Flycatcher is found in the Himalayas, at no great eleva- 
tion, extending into the plains in the cold weather. I believe 
that it extends into Central India, but I am not certain if it is 
found in the South or not, Blyth has obtained it in the neighbour- 
hood of Calcutta. 


299. Alseonax ferrugineus, Hones. 
Hemichelidon apud Hopcson—Buytu, Cat. 1035—Honrsr., 
Cat. 175—Butalis rufescens, Jerpon, Buyru, J. A. 8, XVL, 
120—Butalis Mutui, Layanp—Dang chim-pa-pho, Lepch, 
we Tar Ferruginous FiycaTouEeR. 


Deser.—Above rusty-brown, passing to olivaceous on the head and 
neck, deeper ferruginous on the upper tail-coverts and edges of 
. the tail-feathers ; wing-coverts and tertiaries edged with pale rufous ; 


MUSCIOAPINA. 461. 


quills and tail-feathers internally dusky-blackish, the former. more 

or less so apertly beneath; the throat and fore-neck white; sides 

of the throat brown; the rest of the lower parts yellowish-browa, 
somewhat albescent on the middle of the belly; the flanks, vent, 

and under tail-coverts being ferruginous. 

Bill dusky, fleshy-yellow at the base beneath; legs pale whitish- 
fleshy ; irides dark brown. 

Length about ’5 inches; wing 2}; tail 2; bill at front 9 mill; 
tarsus 4. 

This Flygatcher has been found in Nepal and Sikhim ; occa- 
sionally straggling to the plains in the cold weather. It has, how- 
ever, been also found in Ceylon, and extends to China. I obtained 
one specimen at Nellore in the Carnatic in March. It must be a 
very rare visitant to the plains, for I have not heard of any others 
being procured away from the Himalayas. Itis very common in 
the neighbourhood of Darjeeling, at an elevation from 4,000 feet 
upwards to 8,000 feet; it frequents dark open forests without 
underwood, and pursues insects from a low branch, or the fallen 
stump of a tree. Hodgson says that it has a better and more 
continuous flight than Flycatchers in general, 1 certainly did 
not observe this. 

Of Flycatchers allied to Hemichelidon and Alseonax, there is Buta- 
dis, containing the European Grey or Spotted Flycatcher, B. grisola, 
L., with several African species ; also, in addition to those named 
from India, B. cinereo-alba,* T. and Schl, from Japan; 2B. 
gularis, T. and S., also of Japan, of which Bonaparte remarks that 
it is scarcely of this genus; and Lemichelidon rufilata, Swinhoe, 
from China. This approximates dlseonax ferruginea, and, I may 
remark, shows a tendency in its coloration to Ochromela. 

The next bird I shall place in the list is a somewhat anomalous 
form of Flycatcher, in which the ferruginous color of the last bird 
is repeated with increased intensity; and it is moreover remarkable | 
as being the only generic form peculiar to Southern India (with 
Ceylaa). 











* Swinhose considers this the same as latirostrie of Raffles. 
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Gen. OcHRomEta, Blyth. 


Char.—Bill moderate, rather feeble, moderately wide, depressed, 
narrowing at tip, slightly hooked and notched, the nareal and rictal 
bristles long but weak ; wings moderate, much rounded ; 4th quill 
longest; tarsus slightly lengthened; feet moderate, lateral toes 
sub-equal. 

Mr. Blyth, the founder of the genus, considered it nearly allied 
to Cyornis; but with the Flycatcher bill more pronounced : it is 
nearly related to Siphia tricolor, the rictal vibrissw being longer 
and the tarsi longer; and also to Anthipes. 


300. Ochromela nigrorufa, Japon. 


Saxicola apud Jervon, Cat. 107--Muse. rufula, LarresNaYE— 
Buytu, Cat. 1021— Horsr., Cat. 445. 


THe BLack anp ORANGE FLYCATCHER. 


Descr.—Uead, face, back of neck, and wings, dusky black ; the 
rest of the body bright ferruginous or orange, somewhat paler on 
the belly. ‘The female has the black of the male dusky-brown, and 
the rufous less bright. 

Bill black; legs dirty reddish; irides hazel-brown. Length 
nearly 5 inches; wing 23; tail 2; bill at front 9 mill.; tarsus 
nearly 8. 

This remarkably-plumaged Flycateher has hitherto only been 
found on the summit of the Neilgherries and highest mountains 
of Ceylon. It frequents the dense woods there, preferring the 
most retired, shady and damp, swampy spots. Herg it may be 
seen. Seated motionless on the low branch of a tree, or a fallen 
‘gtump, or some thick tangled dead branches, every now and then 
making a short swoop at an insect in the air, or descending to the 
-pground for a second to pick one up. It is a very silent bird, and 
I never heard its note. 

The coloration of this bird is quite unique; and perhaps an 
approach to it is seen (with the substitution of rich yellow for 
orange) in Tarsiger chryseus of the Himalayas. 
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Gen. Eumyias, Caban. 


Syn. Stoparola, olim, Blyth—Hypothymis, apud Horsr., Cat. 

Char.—Bill short, depressed, perfectly triangular, short, mach 
hooked at the tip; rictal and nareal bristles moderate; wings 
rather long, 3rd, 4th and 5th quills sub-equal; tail moderate, even ; 
tarsus short, stout; feet short, lateral toes nearly equal. 

This genus has of late been subdivided; but I will, in this case, 
not adopt the subgenera, but place them as sections. 


Ist. Glaucomyias, Cabanis. 


This is established for the Afuse. melanops, and one or two 
allied species. It differs from Hwmyias by its paler colour, and 
by wanting the white at the base of the ta'l; and the bill is perhaps 
a little shorter. 


301. Eumyias melanops, Vicors. 


Muscicapa, apud Vieors, Burt, Cat. 1026—Horsr., Cat, 
451—Jnrpon, Cat. 151—Syxes, Cat. 40-—Goutn, Cent. Him. B., 
pl. G—M. lapis, Lesson—M. thalassina, Swains.—WNil kat-katia, 
Beng.—Sibyell-pho, Lepch. 


THE VERDITER FLYCATCHER. 


Descr.—Plumage generally verditer-Llue, brightest on the fore- 
head, sides of head, chin, throat and breast, also on the rump 
and upper tail-coverts ; dull on the back of the neck and inter- 
seapulars ; lores black; quills dusky internally, dull blue externally ; 
tail greenish-blue. 

The female has the colours less bright. Bill black ; legs black ; 
irides deep brown. Length 6 inches; wing 3,%,; tail 23; bill: at 
front 9 mill. ; tarsus barely §. 

‘The Verditer Flycatcher is found throughout India, Sim the 
Himalayas to the Neilgherries, visiting the plains during the 
winter, and is generally spread throughout the better wooded parte 
of the country, though numerically rare, especially in the south 
of India. It extends to China and Burmah. It is very common 
at Darjeeling, generally pursuing insects ffom a tolerably high 
branch, rarely descending to the ground, and generally returning 


464. BIRDS OF INDIA. 


to the same perch. It breeds at Darjeeling, occasionally in the 
eaves of houses, but generally on a bank; makes a neat nest of 
moss, lined with black fibres and hair, and has generally four 
eggs, dull white, with small rufous spots. The male has a very 
pleasing song, which, as Hutton remarks, he usually pours forth 
from some high exposed twig. 

A nearly allied species occurs in Malayana, FE. thalassina, 
Temm.; smaller, with ‘the Dill still broader, the wings and tail 
shorter, and the blue deeper. 


2nd. Humyias. 


This section has some white at the base of the tail, the colour 
is deep blue, and the bill is somewhat more lengthened than in the 
preceding section. 


302. Eumyias albicaudata, Jerpon. 


Muscicapa apud Jerpon, Cat. 152 —Jerpon, Ill. Ind. Orn., pl. 
14—Biytn, Cat. 1029— Horsr., Cat. 450, 


Tus NeinGHerry BLUE FLYCATCHER. 


Descr.—Of a deep indigo-blue color, inclining to lazuline on 
the forehead, head, and shoulders; wings and tail dusky-black, 
the feathers edged with blue, and those of the tail, the two central 
feathers excepted, white at their base; belly ashy-blue, mingled 
with whitish ; under tail-coverts whitish, barred with dusky blue. 

Bill black ; legs black; irides deep brown. Length 64 inches; 
extent 94; wing 3,4, ; tail 2°,;; bill at front 9 mill.; tarsus ,/,. 

The female differs in being more dingy and greyish-blue, and the 
pale blue markings are less distinct. 

This Flycatcher, as far as we know at present, is confined to the 
summit of the Neilgherries ; it will, however, probably be found on 
some of the other high mountain ranges of Southern India, such as 
the Pulneys, Animullies, &c. It is very common on the Neilgher- 
ries, generally in pamies of five or six, capturing insects in the 
air, and is often in a state of continual motion, taking short darts 
and gambols in the air, as much in sport apparently, as im actual 
‘pursuit of insects. ss 
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It makes its nest ina slight hole in a bank, and the eggs are 
white with small reddish spots. A nearly allied species occurs 
in Java, &. indigo, Horsf. 

A nearly allied form to this is Muse. cyanomelana of Temminck, 
from Japan, of which Blyth makes his genus Cyanoptila; but it 
more resembles some of the Muscicapule in its coloring. 

Gen Crornis, Blyth. 

Syn. Synornis, Hodgs. 

Char.—Bill feeble, somewhat lengthened, not very wide at the 
pase, tapering, suddenly narrowing and well hooked at the tip; 
rictal bristles moderate, feeble ; narcal bristles rather long; wings 
moderate, 3rd quill a little shorter, 4th and 5th quills sub-equal and 
longest ; tail moderate, nearly even; targus moderate, slender ; 
lateral toes nearly equal, middle toe long. 

This genus was proposed by Mr. Blyth, J. A. S., X11, 940, 
for a very natural group of Flycatchers, peculiar to India and 
Malayana, most of which are blue above, with a rufous breast, 
and the females differ in being brown above. 

I shall commence this group by one whose colors closely re- 
semble those of Eumyias, and which perhaps ought strictly to 
form a section in that genus. 


308. Cyornis unicolor, Bryrs. 
J. A.5S., XID, 1007—Briyrn, Cat. 1016. 
Tae Pate Buus FLycatTcuEr. 


Descr.—Above light blue, approaching to verditer; forehead, 
over the cye, and shoulder of the wing, pale smalt-blue; beneath 
paler blue, inclining to albescent below the breast; axillaries 
light rufescent, with a tinge of the same on the lower tail-coverts. 

Bill and legs black. Length 6} inches; wing 33; tail 3; bill 
at front 13 mill. ; tarsus §. 

This bird, though it has much the bill of a Cyornis, has the 
tarsus shorter. It has a great resemblance in itg colors to Humyias 
melanops, and has only as yet been procured in Sikhim. I did not 
myself obtain it, when at Darjeeling ; but might easily have over~ 
looked it in the woods, from its likeness to the species above- 


mentioned. 
3.N 
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304. Cyornis rubeculoides, Vicoxs. 


Phenicura apud Vicors, P. Z. 8., 1831—GouLpn, Cent. Him. 
B., pl. 25, f. 1—Buyru, Cat. 1017—Hokrsr., Cat. 446—Niltava 
brevipes, Hoposon—Musc. rubecula, Swarns. (the female),— 
Chathi, Beng.—Manczhil-pho, Lepch.— 


Tue BLUE-THROATED REDBREAST. 


Deser.—Male—The head, neck, and body above, dark blue; 
forehead, and shoulder of the wing, bright pale blue ; lores, car- 
coverts, and frontal plumes, black ; inner webs of quills, and of the 
tail-feathers (and the whole under surface of these), dusky-black ; 
throat dark blue; neck and breast bright rufous; abdomen white, 

The female is olivetbrown above, with a rufous breast and white 
belly. 

Bill black; legs brown; irides dark brown. 

Length 52 inches; extent 9; wing 24; tail 2}; bill at front 12 
mill.; tarsus 14. I know not what induced Bonaparte to clas 
this bird along with the stout-legged Ruticilia ceruleocephala, 
under his genus Adelura. 

It is found throughout the Himalayas, visiting the plains 
of India in the cold season, and extending into Arakan and Tenas- 
serim. It is rare in the south of India, but I have procured it 
both on the East and Western coast. It is tolerably common 
about Calcutta im the cold weather. I saw it frequently near 
Darjeeling, at from 4,000 to 6,000 feet of elevation. It usually 
sits quietly on a low branch, captures a few insects on the wing, 
aud then moves off to another tree. Hutton obtained the nest at 
Mussooree, in holes of banks, and in clefts of rocks, made of moss 
lined with black fibres, and with four or five pale olive-green eggs, 
indistinctly clouded with dull rufous. The male has a pleasing 
song, which he warbles forth from the midst of some bush, 


| 805: Cyornis banyumas, Horsr, 

Muscicapa apod Horsrrexp, Zool. Res. Java, pl—Birrq, Cat. 
1018-Honsr., Cat. 447—-Jzrpon, Oat. 150—Syrxzs, Cat, 41— 
MM. rofigastra, Rareri.—M. cantatrix, Temm., Pl. Col. 228. 
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HORSFIELD’s BLUE REDBREAST. 


Deser.—Above, rather dull dark blue; forehead, and streak 
over eye, pale bright blue; lores and ear-coverts black; beneath, 
the chin just at the base of the bill black ; the rest of the chin, 
throat, and breast, yellow ferruginous, passing to white on the 
middle of the abdomen, and the under tail-coverts pure white ; 
flanks slightly fulvescent. 

The female probably differs in being olive-brown above. 

Bill black ; legs brownish ; irides deep brown. Length 5§ to 6 
inches; extent 9; wiug 2,8; tail2,4;; bill at front 11 mill; 
tarsus neariy 45. 

Horsfield’s Blue Redbreast appears to be sparingly spread 
through the plains of India, being most common towards the South, 
where it appears to replace C. rubeculoidese I have procured it in 
the Carnatic, on the Malabar coast, in the Deccan (where Sykes 
also obtained it), and in Goomsoor ; and Mr. Blyth has recently got 
one specimen from the neighbourhood of Calcutta: it also extends 
to Java; but has not as yet been sent from the Himalayas, nor from 
the Burmese provinces. It is one of the few birds of this family 
that is found equally on the continent of India and Java; and were 
it not that Horsfield had his own specimens to compare with Col. 
Sykes’s, I should have been inclined to doubt their being specifi- 
cally the same. 

This Redbreast frequents alike open forest, and grovesand gardens, 
feeding from a fixed perch, and catching its prey usually on the 
wing; but 1 have seen it descend to the ground to pick up insects. 

At one titne I was inclined to think that Jf. rubecula of the 
Supplement to my Catalogue might have been the female of this; 
but am now led to believe it to be the same as C. rujsicauda, 


306. Cyornis Tickellize, Blyth. 
J. A.S., XII, 941—Bryrn, Cat. 1019—Musc. hyacinthina, 
TemM. apud TicKELL. 
TicKELL'’s BLuz RepsreEast. 


Deser.— Above dull greyish-blue, brighter on the forehead, shoul- 
ders of the wings, and upper tail-coveris; chin white, tinged with. 


468 BIRDS OF INDIA. 


fulvescent ; throat and breast light ferruginous ; belly albescent; 
under tail-coverts pure white ; bill blackish ; legs pale. 

Length 53 inches; wing 2}; tail 24; bill at front 10 mill. ; 
tarsus §. 

This species differs from the last in the duller and more grey 
tints of the upper plumage, and the paler hue of the lower sur- 
face ; the rufescent medial portion of the throat is wider, too, than 
in the last bird. Its colouring recalls that of some of the Australian 
Myiagre. 

Tickell’s Blue Redbreast has only as yet been procured in Cen- 
tral India, and by that naturalist. He found it rare, silent, 
frequenting high trees in Borabhum. 


307. Cyornis ruficauda, Swaiys, 


Muscicapa apud Swarnson—J.A.S., XVI, 120—C. equalicauda, 
Burrs, J. A. §., XX., 523—Musec. rubecula, Swarns., apud 
JERDON, Suppl. Cat., 154 bis. 


Tus RUFOUS-TAILED FLYCATCHER. 


Descr.— Above, olivaceous-brown ; rump and upper tail-coverts 
ferruginous, and the tail bright dark ferruginous, the middle pair 
suffused with dusky, and the outer webs of the others also sullied 
with fuscous ; beneath, the chin whitish, the rest of the plumage 
below pale greyish-brown, passing to white on the abdomen and 
under tail-coverts, which last are faintly tinged with ferruginous; bill 
dusky ; irides deep brown. , 

_ Length 53 inches; wing 24 to 3; tail 23; tarsus %. 

Such is the coloring of two specimens procured, the one in the 
Himalayas, in Kumaon and Kunawar, the other near the extreme 
South of India, at Nellore in the Carnatic. I am strongly dnclined 
to suspect the identity of these with my M. rubecula, referred to 
above, shot on the Coonoor pass of the Neilgherries, of which the 
following is a description :— 

Head and neck greenish-cinereous ; back olivaceous ; upper tail- 
coverts: and tail bright cinnamon-rufous ; throat and breast, saa ; 
abdomen and under tail-coverts, white. - 
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Bill black; legs fleshy brown; irides dark brown. Length 6 
inches ; wing 3; tail 2,4,; bill at front rather more than 7%... 

Two or three of the feathers on the forehead were pale blue, 
which shewed that it would probably have become quitu blue | 
above. It appeared to me at the time to differ from C. banyamas 
by a slightly longer bill and some other trifling differences. If 
my suggestion be correct, that it is the same bird as C. ruficauda, 
the rufous breast may, in this species, be the mark of the male 
only, and the birds described as ruficauda and wqualicauda might 
be females. If rubecula be eventually proved to be the same, the 
adult male is probably blue above. as in the others of this genus. 

There remain two birds to be included in this genus, which differ 
from the previous species by their larger and stronger bills, and they 
might perhaps form a separate section, ‘The one is allied in its 
coloring to Muscicapula, and the other (which is probably a female) 
hus the usual coloring of that sex of Cyornis. They are each known 


at present from a single specimen. 


308. Cyornis magnirostris, Biya. 
J. A. S., XVIIT., 814—Bryru, Cat. 1020. 


Tue LarGE-BILLED REDBREAST. 


Deser.— Above brown, darker and less tinged with tawny than 
the female of rubeculoides ; wings and tail inclining to ferruginous, 
and a very conspicuous ring of rufescent feathers round the cye; 
beneath bright ferruginous, paler on the throat, and pure white 
on the belly and lower tail-coverts; the flanks brown. 

Bill dusky; legs pale whitish. Length 6 inches; wings 3; 
tail 24; bill at front 13 mill. ; tarsus 4. 

This bird is colored very much like the female of C. rubecu- 
loides; but the bill is much larger and more robust, almost indeed 
Tephrodornis-like. It was procured at Darjeeling. 


309. Cyornis pallipes, Jenpoy. 
Muscicapa apud Jexpon, Cat. -149. 
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THE WHITE-BELLIED BLUE FLycaTcHer. 


Descr.—Entirely of a deep indigo-blue, except the belly and 
under tail-coverts which are white; wings and tail dusky on their 
inner webs. 

Bill black; irides deep brown; legs, feet and claws, pale 
whitish flesh-color. Length 64 inches; wing 3;'5; tail 23; bill 
at front nearly 4; tarsus nearly j8,. The 5th and 6th quills are 
sub-equal and longest, and the tail is nearly quite even. 

I only once obtained aspecimen of this Flycatcher on the 
Coonoor pass of the Neilgherries, at about 4,000 feet of elevation, 
where I observed it darting on insects from its perch on a low 
branch. It is probably, however, an inhabitant of the upland 
forests along the Western Ghats; for I possess a drawing by 
Mr. Ward of this species shot near Sirci, above Honore. 

Other species of Cyornis are C. hyacinthina, Tem., from Timor, 
and C. elegans, T., from Sumatra. 


Gen. Musctcarua, Blyth. 


Bill feeble, depressed, moderately wide at the base, gradually 
narrowing and triangular, very slightly hooked and notched at the 
tip; nareal and rictal bristles rather short; wing moderate, 31d 
and 4th quills sub-equal; 5th very little shorter; tail moderate ; 
tarsus slender, slightly lengthened ; toes unequal, middle toe some- 
what lengthened. 

This genus may be said to be intermediate to Cyornis and Siphia, 
being distinguished from the former, which the species resemble in 
color, by the narrower bill, and from the latter by their somewhat 
more feeble tarsi and toes. 


310. Muscicapula superciliaris, Jurvon. 
Muscicapa apud JeRDON, Cat. 153—Brirtu, Cat. 1014— 
Horsr., Cat. 458—Dimorpha albogularis, BLytH, Horsr., Cat. 
461—Jarpine, Contr. Orn., pl..—M. hemileucura, Hopes.—. 
Horsr., Cat. 489—Larvivora, No. 117, Apams, Birds of Cashmere. 
. THE WHITE-BROWED BLUE FLYCATCHER. 
Deser.— Above, and the sides of the head, full Prussian-blue, some 
of the feathers of the rump with the shaft, and a bar in the middle 


MUSCICAPINZ. ATL 


of the feather, white ; wings and tail black, edged with blue ; and the 
base of the tail-feathers, except the centrals, white; a broad super- 
ciliary stripe extending to some distance behind the eyes, and the 
plumage beneath, snowy-white; a band of blue extending from 
the sides of the neck more or less across the sides of the breast. 

Bill black ; legs brown; iridesdeep brown. Length 4} inches} 
wing 2; tail 1,8;; bill at front 9 mill.; tarsus ;%th; the 4th quill is 
en 8rd and 5th sub-equal. 

This pretty little Flycatcher is found throughout the Himalayas, 
spreading to the plains of India in the cold weather ; but it appears 
to be by no means a common bird anywhere. I procured but one 
specimen, at the edge of the Northern Ghats near Ajunteh, and I 
did not obtain it in Sikhim. Horsfield gives the Dimorpha 
albogularis, Blyth, and Aluscicapa hemileucra, Hodgson, as dis- 
tinct ; but Mr. Blyth joins them both, in which I follow him. 


$11. Muscicapula estigma, Honeson. 


Muscicapa apud Honason—Gray, Cat. Nepal Birds, App., p. 
155—Horsr., Cat. 460. 


Tue Lirtie BLUE-anp-W HITE FLYCATCHER. 
Deser.—Upper surface blue; wings and tail black, margined 
with blue; under surface entirely pure white. Length 44 inches ; 
wing 2}; tarsus 7°). 
‘This species, if really distinct from the last, appears to differ 
by wanting the white at the base of the tail, From Nepal. 


312. Muscicapula sapphira, TICKELL, 


Burra, J. A. S., XII, 939—BiLyts, Cat, 1015—Honrsr., Cat, 
456-—JERDON, Il. Ind. Omn., pl. 32. 


Tae SapPHIRE-HEADED FLYCATCHER. 
Descr.—Above rich dark purplish-blue, inclining to emalt-blue 
on the rump and upper tail-coverts ; forehead and crown pale azure 
or sapphirine blue, decpening on the hind-head; lores black ; 
fore-neck and breast rich purple, with a broad medium line of deep 
and bright ferrugious ; flanks greyish; belly, .and fore part of 
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the wings underneath, with the axillaries, white; quills and taj] 
black, edged with blue externally. 

Bill black; feet brown; itides dark brown. Length 4 inches; 
wing 24; tail 17; billat front 9 mill.; tarsus ;%. 

The female has the head, neck, and interscapulars, plain olive- 
brown ; forehead, lores, and round the eyes, ferruginous; wings, 
rump, and tail, deep blue; throat, fore-neck and breast, bright 
ferruginous, much broader than in the male; belly and lower tajl- 
coverts bluish-white. 

This beautiful Flycatcher has only been found in Nepal and 
Sikhim, where first discovered by Captain Tickell. It is somewhat 
rare at Darjeeling ; for only obtained one female there, which I 
shot at about 6,500 feet of clevation, in open forest, perching 
high up, and capturing insects on the wing. 


Gen. Nrripuxa, Blyth. 


Char.—Bill much less wide than in Muscicapula, straight, moder- 
ately depressed, compressed at the tip, which is slightly deflected ; 
nareal and rictal bristles much as in Aluscicapula; wings rounded, 
the 8rd quill shorter than the 4th, which is longest; tarsus as in 
Muscicapula, 

This genus may be looked on as a Muscicapula, with a more 
slender bill, and the wings slightly more rounded. It is the most 
minute form in this family. 


313. Nitidula Hodgsoni, Moons. 


Nemura apud Moorr, P. Z. S., 1854, p. 3, pl. 62. N., Camp- 
belli, Jerp. and Biyru, P. Z. $., 1861, 201. 


Tue Pramy Buur FiycatcHer. 


Descr.—Above, rich dark blue, bright ultramarine on the head ; 
wings and tail black, the latter edged blue; lores and ears black ; 
beneath, light ferruginous, paling on the belly, and white on the 
under tail-coverts ; wings white within. 

Bill black; legs pale reddish; irides dark brown. Length 3} 
inches; wing 1}; tail 14; extent 5}; Dill at front 8 will. ; 
tarsus }. e 
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I procured two or three specimens of this, the most diminutive, as. 
it is one of the most beautiful, of the group, whilst at Darjeeling, 
between 5,000 and 7,000 feet of elevation. : 

As it has none of the characters of Nemura, it was not till the 
figure in the Illustrated P. Z.S. was seen, that Mr. Blyth and 
myself recognised its identity with Moore’s bird. 


The next genus on the list is remarkable for the peculiar coloring 
of both sexes, and for the comparatively large size of one of the 
species, so much so, that had it been the sole representative of its 
kind, I would have hesitated classing it among the Flycatchers, 
and, thking its very slightly depressed bill into consideration, would 
have placed it perhaps among the Thrushes. One of the three 
known species, however, is of small size, and has the bill more 
depressed and Flycatcher-like. 

It is nearly confined to the Himalayan region, though two 
of the species extend into the Burmese Provinces, 


Gen. Nivrava, Hodgson. 


Bill rather short, stout, very little depressed at the base, com- 
pressed towards the tip, which is much deflected and strongly 
notched; nostrils concealed by the frontal plumes and a few 
bristles ; rictal bristles small and weak; wings moderate or rather 
long, rounded, the first four quills unequally graduated, 5th 
longest ; tail moderate, even, or very slightly rounded, tarsus rather 
short or moderate; feet moderate, lateral toes unequal, middle too 
lengthened. 

In this genus, instituted by Hodgson, the males are black, 
above more or less overlaid with rich blue, and have a bright 
blue neck-spot; whilst the females are pale brown, with the neck~ 
spot lilac. In their habits they are more terrestrial than most of 
the Flycatchers. The three species comprising this genus form, 
each as it were, a separate section, 


314. Niltava sundara, Hopason. 

Ind. Rev. 1, p. 650—Buyts, Cat. 1023—Horsr., Cat. 442— 
posses sordidus, Hopes. (the young)—Cyanecula fastuoga, 
Lusson—Niltau, Nep,—-Margong, Lepch. 

3.90 
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Tne Rvurovus BELLIED Fairy Bivue-onart. 


Deser.—Male, above, the forehead, lores, ear-coverts, hind-neck, 
and upper back, deep black ; top of the head, nape, neck-spot, shoul. 
der of wing, lower back, rump, and upper tail-coverts, glistening 
smalt-blue; wings black, the quills edged with dull blue ; tail dark j 
blue on the outer webs, black internally ; beneath, the chin and! 
throat are deep black, with a blue smear; the rest of the lower 
parts deep bright ferruginous, paling somewhat on the lower 
abdomen and under tail-coverts. 

Bill black; legs brown; irides dark brown. Length 6} 
inches; extent 10; wing 3}; tail 22; bill at front 11 mill; 
tarsus 4. 

The female is light olivaceous-brown above; the wings dusky, 
edged with ferruginous, and the tail dull ferruginous; beneath 
pale ashy-brown, with a lavender-blue spot on each side of the 
neck, 

This very beautiful bird is, as far as we know, confined to 
the Himalayas. It is very common about Darjeeling, from 
5,000 feet to 8,000 feet. It frequents thick bushy ground, 
often near water, is shy and wary, seldom showing itself, but now 
and then I have seen it seated on a fallen tree, or stump, or even 
a paling by the way-side. It feeds chiefly on insects which it 
procures on the ground, generally returning to the same perch 
whence it came, but it also picks insects off the leaves and 
branches. Jt is seldom seen high upon trees. Hodgson says that 
it sometimes eats berries and seeds in winter. I several times pro- 
cured the nest of this bird, situated on a bank, or in the cleft of 
a tock, or against the fallen stump of a tree. It is loosely. 
made of moss, lined with a few black fibres; and the 
eggs, three or four in number, are reddish-white, with the 
large end nearly covered with minute brick-red spots, . forming 
a large patch of dull brick-red. The eggs are remarkably 
long-shaped. 

The song is said to be one loud and simple note, frequently 
repeated. I have not heard it, that I am aware of, qnd alwayg 
considered it a very silent bird. 
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315. Niltava Macgrigoria, Buxton. 


Phenicura apud Burrow, P. Z. S., 1835—BuyTa, Cat. 1024—~ 
Horsr., Cat. 444—N. fuligiventer, Hopas.—Leiothrix signata, 
McLELuanp, and Dimorpha auricularis, Hopas. (the female)— 
Phatt-tagrak-pho, Lepch. 


Tae Smarty Farry BLvE-cHatT. 


Deser.—Male, above, rich dark violet-purple ; the forehead and 
neck-spot brilliant ultramarine; wings black, with a faint edging of 
blue; tail dark blue on the outer webs, black internally ; beneath, 
the neck and breast dark violet-blue; abdomen fuliginous-ashy, 
passing into white towards the vent. 

The female is plain olivaceous-brown above, lighter beneath, 
with the neck patch of light lavender-blue. 

Bill black; legs reddish-black; irides dark brown. Length 
5 inches; wings 24; tuil 2; bill at front not quite 9 mill. ; taraus 
nearly §. 

This lovely little bird approaches Muscicapula and Siphia in the 
form of its bill, which is more Muscicapine than that of the other 
two species, ¢. e. wider and more depressed, and with both nareal aid 
rictal bristles more developed, and it resembles Anthipes in the 
proportions of the quill-feathers, in which the 4th, 5th, and 6th 
primaries are sub-equal and longest. It inhabits the whole extent 
of the Himalayas, being common at Simla, according to Lord A. Hay, 
and extending into Assam. About Darjeeling itis not rare, and is 
chiefly found at an elevation from 3,000 to 5,000 feet. It captures 
insects usually on the wing, but also seizes them on the 
ground, from its perch on a low shrub. Its Lepcha name is the 
same as that given to Anthipes and Siphia; and, as will be seen from 
the synonyms given, Hodgson himself named the female Siphia 
(Dimorpha) auricularis, thus announcing its affinity for that 
group. 

The next species has the bill still less compressed than the other 
k and sfih stouter vertically; and Hodgson has placed it as: 
pe type offapother genus, Bainopus. « 
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316. Niltava grandis, Briytu. 


J. A. S, XI, 189—Buiyra Cat. 1022—Horsr., Cat. 443- 
Bainopus irenoides, Hopeson, Gray, Misc.—Margong, Lepch. 


Tar Large Farry BLUE-cHAT. 


Descr.—Male, above, glossy dark purple; the forehead, lores, 
cheeks and ear-coverts, deep black; the crown, large neck-spot, 
shoulders of wings, and rump, brilliant lazuline; beneath, the 
throat and breast, deep black; abdomen empurpled-black, passing 
into dull black or ashy on the vent and lower tail-coverts; wings 
and tail black beneath. 

The female is olivaceous-brown above ; the head and nape are 
tinged with cinereous; the forehead and lores are dusky-ferruginous, 
and rufous on the back, rump, and tail; neck patch on each side 
shining ultramarine, with a faint fulvescent mark between the two 
neck-patches; beneath, the chin and throat are pale rufescent, the 
rest of the body beneath pale brown, whitish towards the vent. 

Bill black; legs reddish black; irides dark brown. Length 8} 
inches; wing 4}; tail 4; bill at front 2; tarsus nearly 1; extent, 
12}. 

The young male is blackish, with dark ferruginous spots ; ands is 
very Meruline in its appearance. 

This handsome bird has been chiefly found in the Eastern 
Himalayas, in Nepal and Sikhim, but extends into Tenasserim. 
It is very common about Darjeeling, preferring a lower zone to N. 
sundara, viz., from about 4,000 to 6,000 feet or so. It is still more 
shy and retired in its habits than that species, frequenting thick 
shady glens, especially near water, and feeding much on the ground 
We various insects. Its nest is very like that of sundara, being 
Mh poly made of moss, and placed in similar situations, and the eggs 
oaly differ in their larger size; when the nest is placed on the cleft 
of a rock, the shape of the nest is accommodated to it, so that I have 
seen the nest shaped like a parallelogram, long, quite flat on the 
kides, and the two ends just slightly rounded. I never heard the 
note of this species. 

The colofing of this bird somewhat recals that of Irena; but still 
amote, perhaps, that of Myiophonus. 
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Gen. Antares, Blyth. 

Char.—Bill depressed, moderately wide at the base, slightly 
hooked and strongly notched at the tip; nostrils lincar,basal; gape 
with a few fine vibrisse ; wings moderate, rounded ; 4th, 5th and 6th 
quills sub-equal and longest; tail moderate, nearly even; tarsus 
slender, slightly lengthened ; lateral toes nearly equal; middle toe 
very long; the hind-claw very large; all the claws long and very 
slightly curved. 

“This genus,” says its founder, “‘ combines the bill of a Flycatcher, 
the aspect of a Pratincola, and the feet of a Pipit.” It is nearly 
related to Niltava, as shewn by its coloration compared with that of 
the female Niltava, and it was indeed described by Hodgson as 
the supposed female of NMiltava Macgrigoria. 


317. Anthipes moniliger, Hopason. 


Dimorpha apud Hovason, P. Z. S., 1845—Niltava fuligiventer, 
fem., Hopcson—aA. gularis, Buyru, J. A.S., XVI, 122—Biyru, 
Cat. 1012—Phatt tagrak-pho, Lepcoh. 


The WHitE-GorGETED FirycaTcuER. 


Deser.—Above, fulvescent olive-brown, becoming ferruginous 
on the back and upper tail-coverts; wings and tail inclining to 
dark ferruginous ; lores conspicuously whitish or fulvescent, conti- 
nucd as a streak over the eye; beneath, the throat white in the 
middle, gradually widening, and forming a large triangular patch 
surrounded by a narrow dark border; breast and flanks fulves- 
cent-olivaceous, whitish on the middle of the belly and vent. 

Bill black ; legs and claws pale fleshy ; irides dark brown. Length 
5inches; extent 8; wing 23; tail 2; bill at front 9 mill. ; tarsus 2. 

This remarkable bird is found in the Eastern Himalay: : 
tending into the hilly regions of Arakan and Tenasserim, seas} 
therefore probably occurring in the intermediate hilly regio of 
Assam. It is not uncommon about Darjeeling, frequenting open 
forests, and may often be seen seated on a low branch on the 
stump of atree, sometimes catching insects in the air, or descending. 
to the ground to pick one up, and even hopping on the ground, 
‘It is found from about 3,000 to 7,000 feet or so. 

This last genus, and the succeeding ones, show more distinctly 








rene 
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than any of the previous groups a tendency to the Sazicoline, in 
their more slender bills and slightly lengthened tarsi and feet; 
but still the preponderance of characters is with the Flycatcher 
series; the tarsus is always shorter and more slender, the bill 
slightly wider, and they are more given to capture insects on the 
wing than any of the Chats. 

Gen. Srpara, Hodgson. 

Syn. Dimorpha, Hodgs. Digenea, Hodgson, partly. 

Char.—Bill depressed, a little wide at base, gradually narrowing; 
nareal bristles lengthened; rictal bristles moderate, weak ; wings 
moderate, first three quills graduate, 4th and 5th equal and longest, 
or 4th slightly exceeding 5th; tail nearly even ; tarsus moderate, 
smooth; feet moderate ; toes slightly lengthened ; lateral toes very 
unequal ; claws rather long, slightly curved. 

The birds composing this genus were formerly classed separately, 
the one as Siphia, and the other as Digenea; but they are now all 
merged in Siphia by Mr. Blyth, whom I shall here follow. They 
are birds of small size, varying somewhat in their mode of color- 
ation. They are all natives of the Himalayas. 

The first species is allied in coloring to the last, or to female 
Niltava, as well as to Cyornis rujficauda. 

318. Siphia tricolor, Hopson, 

Digenea apud Hopeson, P. Z. S., 1845-26—Horsr., Cat. 454— 
Burts, Cat. 1010. 

Tue Brown-wincgep FiycarcueEr. 


Descr.—Above olive-brown, fulvescent on the rump; quills 
rufous-brown ; tail dull ferruginous ; under parts light earthy-brown, 
albescent on the throat and belly. 

Bill dusky; legs brown. Length 43 inches; wing 2}; tail 2; 
bill at front not quite 9 mill. ; tarsus %. 

I did not myself procure this Flycatcher, which appears to 
extend throughout the Himalayas, having been obtained at Mus- 
sooree and in Nepal. 

It is the type of Hodgson’s Digenea, differing in its more slender 
pil, weak but longer rictal bristles, in the fourth quill being the 
‘Tongest, and the lateral toes less unequal. 
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319. Siphia strophiata, Honcson. 
Ind. Rev. 1, 651—Buyru, Cat. 1008—Hoxsr., Cat. 452—— 
Siphya in Nepal—Phatt-tagrak-pho, Lepch, 


Tue CRANGE-GORGETED FLYCATCHER. 


Descr.— Above, dusky-olive, tinged with cinereous, all the fea- 
thers being ashy at the base; stripe from the forchead to the eye. 
white; lores and cheeks black; quills dusky, edged with olive- 
brown; tail with the two central feathers black ; the rest white at 
the base for more than half their length (increasing in extent to 
the outermost feather), black at the terminal end; beneath, chin and 
throat black, passing to dusxy~ashy on the breast and abdomen, 
with a bright ferruginous breast-spot or gorget ; lower abdomen and 
under tail-coverts white; flanks olive-brown. 

Bill black ; legs brown; irides dark brown. Length 5} inches; 
extent 9; wing 3; tail 24; bill at front 9 mill,; tarsus 42. 

The Orange-throated Flycatcher is found throughout the Eastern 
Himalayas at an elevation of from 6,000 to 8,000 feet and upwards 
It is very common about Darjeeling, and may often be seen on the 
roadside, seated on a fallen tree or stone, frequently alighting on 
the ground to pick up an insect, occasionally making a dart at 
one in the air, and returning to its perch. The white at the base 
of the tail shews very conspicuously when the bird is on the wing. 

This bird is the type of Siphia, as restricted by Hodgson; and 
by the white on the tail, and the red on the breast, evinces an 
affinity for Erythrosterna. 


320. Siphia leucomelanura, Hopcson. 


Digenea apud Hopason, P. Z. §., 1845—~Bryrn, Cat. 1011-— 
Horsr. Cat. 455. 


Tue Suaty FrycarcHer. 


Deser.—Above, dark slaty blue, or dull cyaneous ; forehead and 
eye-streak vivid greyish-blue; lores, ear-coverts, and sides of the, 
neck, black ; tail black, its basal half white, except the two central. 
feathers which are pure black; beneath, the chin, middle of the 
throat and fore-neck white; the rest of the under parts light pur- 
plish-grey; vent and under tail-coverts white. 
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Bill dusky; feet brown; irides dark brown. Length § inches; 
wing 23; tail 23; bill at front 8 mill.; tarsus 4. 

The Slaty Flycatcher is known throughout the Himalayas, but 
is rare; and I procured one specimen only whilst at Darjeeling, 
I shot it in open forest. 

This species, by its coloring, recalls some of the Muscicapule. 


321. Siphia superciliaris, Bryru. 


Dimorpha apud Brytu, J. A. S., XI., 190—B yu, Cat. 1009 
—Horsr, Cat. 453—Muse. hyperythra, Buyru, J. A.S., XI, 885, 
and, by oversight, M. rubecula, BLyTH—Dimorpha rubro-cyanea, 
Hopes—D. leucocyanea, Hopes. 


THE RUFOUS-BREASTED FLYCATCHER. 

Deser.—Above, with the lores, checks, and sides of the neck, 
uniform dusky-cyaneous ; the lateral feathers of the forehead white- 
tipped, forming a white supercilium; the bases of the primaries 
and secondaries rufous-brown, contrasting with the cyaneous hue 
of their coverts; beneath, the throat and breast are light ferru- 
ginous, paling on the belly, and passing into white on the vent 
and lower tail-coverts. 

Bill black; legs plumbeous; irides brown. Length 44 inches; 
wing 24; tail 12; bill at front 7 mill. ; tarsus 44. 

This species, as far as known, is peculiar to the 8, E. Himalay- 
as. It has only been procured in Nepal and Sikhim. Its colors 
approximate it to some of the Cyornis group, as well as to Nemura 
among the Redstart series, 


322. Siphia erythaca, Biyru and Jerpon. 
P. Z. S., 1861, p. 201. 
THe Rusty-BREASTED FLYCATCHER. 

Descr.—Above dusky slate colour, sides of the threat and neck 
the same; wings and tail dusky, the quills edged with brown, and 
the base of all but the middle pair of tail-feathers white; middle 
of the throat, breast, and flanks, bright ferruginous ; vent and lower 
tail-coverts white. 

Bill blackish ; legs fleshy brown; irides brown. Length 5 inches; 
wing 22; teil 2; bill at front 7 mill; tarsus 44. 

I procured a single specimen of this bird at Darjecling. 
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Gen. ExyTurosterna, Bonap. 


Syn. Synornis, Hodgson. 

Char.—Bill moderately wide at the base, depressed, slightly 
hooked and notched at the tip; rictal and nareal bristles moder- 
ate; wings moderate, or rather long, 3rd quill nearly as long as 
the 4th; tail moderate, even or emarginate ; tarsus slightly length. 
ened; feet moderate. 

This genus, the type of which is E. parva of Europe, comprises 
a group of small Flycatchers, whose colours recal those of 
Alsconax; but it is most closely related to Stphia, differing in 
having the first primary less developed, and the second more so. 
The males of three of the species, at least, assume, in the summer 
season, a bright ferruginous throat or breast, like the well-known 
Robin Redbreast of Europe. One species is colored anomalously, 
black and white. 


323. Erythrosterna leucura, Gur. 


Muscicapa apud GMenin.—Briyta, Cat. 1005—Horsr., Cat. 
462—-Saxicola rubeculoides, Sykes, Cat. 91—and JeRrpon, Cat. 
106—Synornis joulaimus, Hopas.—Musc. parva apud SunpE- 
VALL—Rubecula Tytleri, Jameson ?-—~Muse. albicilla, PaLi,— 
Turra, H.—Chut-ki, Beng. 


Tue WHITE-TAILED RobIN FLYCATCHER. 


Deser.—Above greyish olive-brown, wings brown ; tail blackish- 
brown, the four outer tail-feathers, on each side, white for the 
greater part of their length, broadly tipped with brown; beneath, 
white, tinged with ashy brown on the breast and flanks. 

Bill dusky brown, legs pale brown; irides dark brown. Length 
5 inches; wing 2,$,; tail 2; tarsus yg; bill at front 9 mill. 

In spring, by the end of March or the beginning of April, the 
male, by a partial moult, assumes a bright orange-rufous chin 
and throat, and the lores, cheek, and the sides of the neck, become. 
tolerably pure ashy. This livery is again cast at the autumnal. 
moult, tas 

“ This species appears,” says Mr. Blyth, “ only to differ from Z. 

3.P 
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parva in having the ferruginous coloring confined to the chin and 
throat, instead of spreading down the breast.” 

This interesting little bird is found throughout the whole of 
India, from the base of the Himalayas to the extreme south, and 
Ceylon; also in Burmah, and from China to Afghanistan. It was sent 
by Mr. Swinhoe as Muse. mugimaki of Tem. and Schl., but whether 
identical or not with the Japanese bird, appears doubtful, 
for that bird is described as being black above. Perhaps, how- 
ever, Mr. Swinhoe, by a lapsus penne, wrote mugimaki, instead of 
akahige ; for I see a Sylvia akahige figured, with quite the plumage 
of an Erythrosterna. 

It is more common towards Central and Northern India than in 
the South, and may be seen in every grove. Often a party of five 
or six may be seen sporting about the trunk of some mango or 
tamarind tree, now clinging to the trunk, then darting after an 
insect in the air, or alighting on the ground to pick one up. It is, 
however, frequently seen singly, and its manner much reminds one 
of those of the British Robin. 

The next two species approximate the last closely in general 
structure and colour, but want the white at the base of the tail. 


$24. Erythrosterna pusilla, Buyrs. 
Muse. acornaus of Central India, Buyru, J. A. §., XVI., 127. 


THe RuFrovus-BACKED FLYCATCHER. 


Descr.—Above greyish-olive, fulvescent on the rump and upper 
tail-coverts, and the tail-feathers with rufous-brown margins ; front 
‘and lores tinged rufescent; beneath white, pure on the throat, 
belly, and under tail-coverts, tinged with grey on the breast and 
flanks ; axillaries pure white; greater wing-coverts tipped whitish, 
forming a slender cross band. 

Bill blackish ; legs dusky brown ; irides dark brown. Length id 5 
extent 64; wing 2,5; tail 14; bill at front 8 mill; tarsus 29. 

In summer, the male assumes a bright ferruginous color on the 
chin and throat. 

This little Flycatcher occurs in the plains of Contest India during 
“the cold weather, and retires to the Himalayas during the summer 
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to breed. 1 obtained it near Darjeeling in summer dress; and Mr. 
Blyth observed it common on trees near villages in the Midnapore 
district, and says that it resembles the last in its habits. It is not 
found in Lower Bengal, and J cannot say that I have seen it on the 
plains. 


325. Erythrosterna acornaus, Hovss. 


J.A.S., XVE, 127. 

Tou Brown FLYCATCHER. 

Deser.—Above greenish-olive, with the upper tail-coverts ashy ; 
primaries dusky ; secondaries externally margined with olive, and 
the tertiaries with whitish-grey; the greater coverts whitish, 
forming a slight wing-band: beneath albescent-greyish, slightly 
tinged with fulvous in some; the throat, middle of belly, and lower 
tail-coverts dull white. 

Bill blackish ; legs brown. Length 44 inches; wing 2}; tail 13. 

This plain-colored Flycatcher has only been found in the 
Eastern Himalayas, in Nepal; and it is not known whether it 


assumes the rufous throat or not. 


326. Erythrosterna maculata, Tickrxt. 
Muscicapa apud Tickeni, J. A. S., IL, 574—Muscicapula, 
Biyvs, Cat. 1013—Horsr., Cat. 457—M. leucoschista, Hopas.— 
M. melanoleuca, BLyTu, and Gray, Cat. Nep. Birds. T'uni-ti-t1, 
Lepch. 
Tus Litrie Piep Frycatcuer. 


Deser.—Above, with the lores, checks, and sides of the neck, 
black ; a broad white eyebrow extending to the nape; large spot 
on the wings, formed by the greater coverts, and the edges of the 
secondaries, white; and all the tuil-feathers, except: the central 
ones, white for two-thirds of their length ; beneath pure white. 

Bill black; legs red-brown; irides dark brown. Length 4} inches ; 
extent. 74; wing 2§; tail14; bill at front 8 mill; tarsus 3. _ . 

This Little Pied Flycatcher assimilates E. leweura in its white 
tail, though otherwise so different. It is also allied, though more 
distantly, to Hemipus of the Maluconotine. It is found in the. . 
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S. E. Himalayas, extending through Arakan and Tenasserim 
into Western Malasia; and also in Central India, perhaps only 
during the cold weather. Tickell obtained it in the forests of 
Central India, stating that it is rare; and Blyth procured it in the 
Midnapore district, where not rare; but I have only myself observed 
it in the Sikhim Himalayas. It is tolerably abundant near Darjecl- 
ing, at from 3,000 to 7,000 feet, most common perhaps at from 4,000 
to 5,000 feet. I saw it in pairs, but generally in small parties, active 

_and restless, capturing insects entirely on the wing, and wandering 
about a good deal. It has a pleasing little song or chirp, which 
the Lepchas imitate by the name they give it. 

Bonaparte, in his Conspectus, gives two additional species of 
Erythrosterna, FE. solitaria, Mull., from Sumatra, and £. rufigula, 
Kuhl, from Java, one of which is possibly Blyth’s E. erythava, 
from Penang. 

The only other forms placed by the Prince of Canino in this 
division of the Flycatchers are Choredhyla, founded on a Japanese 
bird, Musc. hylocharis of Temminck; and Micreca of Australia 
This last genus, both in appearance and habits, appears quite to 
represent our plam-colored Flycatchers, Alsconax or Hemichelidon. 
Muscttrea cinerea of Blyth, from Arrakan, belongs to this group. 

The next division of the Flycatchers, Melanornithee or Monar- 
chine comprises afew African birds, but the majority are from Ma 
layana and the Oceanic province. 

The sub-fam. Zyrannine of America comprise a large number 
of birds, many with green and yellow plumage, whose habits are 
more or less like those of the Flycatchers. Some of the larger-sized 
ones, as already remarked, possibly belonging to the Shrikes. Their 
bill is. straight, depressed, short, or of moderate length, and the 
tip abruptly hooked; the nostrils and gape are both defended by 
bristles; and their feet are short and slender. They live on insects, 
which they capture in the air, or pick off the ground or trees. 

The sub- fam Alectrurine, Gray, or the Water-chats of S, America, 
pass, it is stated, into the lesser Tyrants by. imperceptible degrees. 
They. have lengthened tarsi and feet, and are the most aberrant and 


ground-frequenting birds of the family; many of them have black 
and white plumage. 
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The Setophegine are a group of small Flycatchers peculiar to. 
America ; some are coloured like the Tyrant Flycatchers, others 
are red and black, like our Perierocoti. 


Fam. Merutipa, Thrushes. 


Bill typically moderate, compressed, nearly straight, with the 
culmen gently curved, and slightly notched or entire; in a few 
larger and curved; in some thick and deep; tarsus moderate or 
long; feet strong, fit for progression on the ground. 

The Thrushes are mostly birds of moderate size, a few very small, 
others nearly as large as a Jay. Their food is mixed, consisting 
both of insects (especially of the softer kinds), grubs and snails, 
and also of fruit, rarely of hard seeds. Their wings are long and 
somewhat pointed in some, short and rounded in others. The tail 
varics in each sub-family. They nestle generally in Jow trees or 
shrubs, and the eggs of many are more or less blue, and spotted. 

I divide the Thrushes as here characterized into three sub- 
families, Afyiotherine, or Ground Thrushes; Meruline, or True 
Thrushes; and Zimaline, or Babbling Thrushes. 

At one time I was inclined to consider the Bulbuls and Orioles 


as part of this great family group; but have thought it more ad- 
viseable to separate them. 


Sub-fam. My1oTHerRINa&, Swains, Ground-Thrushes, 


Formicarine, Gray ; Pittide and Cinclide, Bonap.—Brachyuride, 
Blyth. 
Bill slender, straight, or slightly curved; stout in a few; wings 
typically short; feet and legs long and strong; tail short in most. 
According to the views adopted in this work, I include in this 
family, of Indian forms, the Wrens, and some allied birds ; the 
Brachypteryx series; the group of Pitte, or Ant-Thrushes, and 
their allies, Myiophonus ; and the water Dippers. Although there 
is apparently considerable diversity between some of the groups 
arranged here, yet they forma series in which, though not un- 
broken, a general similarity is apparent, and certain affinities. may 
be traced throughout. Horsfield’s arrangement is nearly the same, 
“but he removes Mytophonus to the true Thrushes, and Gray puts the 
Wrens and their allies in his Menuring, a sub-family of the Cree- 
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pers. Blyth, in. his late classification, brings the series together 
very much as ] have done, adding to it Enicurus, which I place 
among the Wagtails. Gray includes in his family several Malayan 
forms, usually classed among the Timaline. 

Bonaparte’s sub-families of Cincline, Pittine and Myiophonine, 
following one another in the order here given, nearly coincide with 
our group; but he removes T'roglodytes to his Malurine, in 
which he includes many of the smaller Timaline forms. It will 
thus be seen that, with few exceptions, most modern ornithologists 
are nearly agreed as to the propriety of placing the birds of the 
present series together, in spite of their apparent differences. 

Of birds foreign to India, the present sub-family includes the 
whole of the American Ant-Thrushes and Wrens, 

In general, the Ground Thrushes may be said to be birds of 
small or moderate size, with short wings and tails, feeding chiefly on 
the ground and on insects. They nidificate, some in bushes, others 
on the ground, or on rocks near water. Most of them are of plain 
and sombre plumage; but one group is remarkable for the rich and 
gay colours with which its members are adorned. 

I shall divide them for convenience into the following groups—~ 
Wrens, Short-wings, Ground-Thrushes, Whistling Thrushes, and 
Wren Thrushes. 

1st.— WReEns. 

These birds, by their small size and slender bills, would appear at 
first sight better placed among the Sylviade; but they differ from 
any of that family by their long, strong legs, and short tails, and, 
through the group of American Wrens, Thryothorine, are clearly 
connected with the Ant-Thrushes of the same continent. 

Gen. Txsi1a, Hodgson. 
Syn.. Oligura, Hodgson. 

Char.—Bill of moderate length, barely depressed, straight, slight- 
ly bent at the tip; nares cincline, membranous; rictus with # few 
feeble bristles; wings feeble, round; tail short, nearly obsolete ; 
tarsus high,’ slender, almost smooth; toes slender, compressed ; 
nails eehte ;- lateral. toes unequal; hind toe large; claws long, 
dightly curved. Thé-only two species at present known of this 
genus are confined to the mountain forests of the Himalayas, and 
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of Assam. ‘ They live,” says Hodgson, ‘in moist woods whete 
there is plenty of under-wood; they are solitary, silent, feed on the 
ground on insects, and also on seeds ; their stomach is muscular and 
thick, and they are said to breed on the ground. They have rather 
gay plumage, but one of the two species shows, in the colors of its 
lower parts, an approximation to the sober tints of the next group. 


327. Tesia castaneo-coronata,/ Burton. 


Sylvia apud Burron—P. Z. S., 1835—T. flaviventer, Hopason, 
J. A. S., VI.,—Burytu, Cat. 1059—Horsr., Cat. 239—Gray, 
Genera of Birds, pl. 47 £.—Zist of Nepal—Samtit-pho, Lepch. 

Tue CHESTNUT-HEADED WREN. 


Descer.—Above bright olive-green, below pure yellow, the head 
and ear-coverts lively chestnut; bill dusky, yellowish beneath; legs 
pale brownish-yellow ; irides dark brown, 

Length about 33 inches; extent nearly 6; wing not quite 2; 
tail not 1; tarsus about 1 inch; bill at front nearly 2. 

The Chestnut-headed Wren is found chiefly in the Eastern part of 
the Himalayas, Nepal and Sikim, at about from 3,000 to 6,000 feet 
of elevation. I saw itonthe banks of the Rungnoo, solitary, flying 
near the ground among some low brush-wood: I found remains of 
insects alone in its stomach. It does not appear to be very rare. A 
nest made chiefly of moss, with four small white eggs, was brought 
me as the nest of this bird. It was of the ordinary shape, rather 
loosely put together, and the walls of great thickness. It was 
taken from the ground, on a steep bank near the stump of a tree. 


328. Tesia cyaniventer, Hopcson, 

J. A. S, VI., 101—T. auriceps, Hopason—Saxicola olivea, 
McLetuanp—BuiytTH, Cat. 1058—Horsr., Cat. 238—Ti-si, in 
Nepal—Samtit-tammong, Lepch. 

THe SLATY-BELLIED WREN. 

Deser.—Dull olive-green above, the head of the male golden- 
green, contrasting with the dull green of the back; slaty beneath ; 
bill dusky -above, reddish beneath; legs pale reddish-brown; 
irides brown... 
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‘Length 34 inches; wing 2; tail .%,: tarsus 1 ;, bill at front 3; 
extent 54. 

This Wren is found in the S. E. Himalayas.’ It is rarer than the 
last at Darjeeling, and is usually found at a lower elevation. It is 
also found in Assam. 


Gen. Prézryea, Hodgson. 


Syn. :Microura, Gould ; Anura, Hodgson. 

Char.—Bill short, straight, compressed, somewhat depressed at 
the base; rictus smooth; wings very short, broad, rounded ; tail 
(typically) rudimentary, of 6 plumes; tarsus long, stout, almost 
entire ; feet long, middle toe much lengthened; lateral toes nearly 
equal. 

These Hill-Wrens are remarkable little birds, the most typical 
being altogether without « tail, of sober, but full and silky plumage; 
and living in damp, thick forests, among fallen trees and low 
brushwood. They differ from the last in the Wren-like character 
of their plumage, in their smooth gape, still more deficient tail, and 
longer middle toe. 

They feed chiefly on insects, but, like the last, have a strong mua- 
cular stomach, and sometimes eat seeds; they are said to have 
their nests on the ground, or in banks. I observe that Gray, in his 
list of the Genera of Birds, makes this species the type of Tesia ; 
but Hodgson never intended this, though he at first classed the 
present bird under that genus. 

Prince Bonaparte states that the type of Gould’s Microura is a 
Javanese bird, and that therefore the present species should retain 
Hodgson’s name, aldiventer ; but this appears very doubtful, and 
Horsfield has not adopted that nomenclature. 


. 329: Pnoepyga squamata, Goutp. 

Mioroura apud Gouxp, Ic. Av., pl. 5—Tesia albiventer, and 
rufiventer, Hones, J. A.S., VI.; ‘and P. unicolor, Hopas., P. Z.5., 
1845-—Birra, Cat. 1060—Honsr., Cat. 240. Marchok-bong, ‘Lrepoh. 

‘Tue ScaLy-BReasTED HILL-wRen. ; 

Deser.—Above olive-brown, more or less dotted with buf; 

beneath white, the feathers broadly scaled with brown; sometimes 
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the breast alone? ia white, more or less spotted, and the abdomen 
fulvous or brown; at other times the breast is fulvous, with 9 
few dusky markings, and the abdomen brown; and at other es 
times, again, the whole plumage is uniform brown without spots, 

Legs fleshy-brown; bill dusky brown above, fleshy at the base 
beneath; irides brown. Length 4$ inches; wing 2}; extent 1h 
tail quite rudimentary ; bill at front 3. ; 

The changes of coloration in this species do not appear to be 
satisfactorily determined; but they probably depend on age 
rather than sex: they appear to lose the spots by age. As those 
birds with white under plumage have the upper feathers more 
spotted, I consider them to be the young birds; that those, 
with buff-scaled under parts, are older; and that the uniform 
brown are the fully adult, or very aged; the white and fulvous- 
breasted birds may perhaps respectively represent young male 
and female; birds in the uniform brown plumage appear to be 
rarely met with. 

This, the largest species of Hill Wren, has only been found in 
the Himalayas. It is not uncommon about Darjeeling, and is 
found up to at least 8,000 feet of elevation. From its habits it is 
not easily observed. I have seen it hunting under and on a fallen 
moss-clad tree, and now and then on a forest path, by the trunk 
of some large tree, to which it would cling for a few moments. 





330. Pnoepyga pusilla, Hopason. 
J.A.S., XIV., 588—Buyru, Cat. 1061—Honsr., Cat, 241. 


Tue Brown Hitt Wren. 


Deser.— Above dark brown ; the wing-coverts with some ter 
minal pale dots; lores and beneath light brown, the feathers slightly 
margined with black; and those of the flanks dark, with brown 
margin and black tip. Bill dusky; legs horny brown, 

_ Length about 4 inches, wing 14; bill at front. 44, 

This appears a rate bird; but one specimen being in the Asistie 
Soc. Museum, and one in the E.1.C. Museum in London. It.is 
very similar: in its markings to some of the states of the Anes 

Hen osiall 
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species ; ; and Horsfield indeed puts, as a query, whether it be not 
a small variety of that, to answer which further specimens are 
desirable. I did not myself procure it at Darjeeling. 


331. Pnoepyga caudata, Biyru. 
J. A. S., XIV., 588—Brytx, Cat. 1062—Horsr., Cat, 242. 


Tue Taiten Hitt Wren. 


Deser.—Above, dark rich olive-brown, the feathers faintly edged 
and shafted black; lores and orbitar region dusky gray ; the 
throat bright ferruginous, paling on the breast, the feathers of 
which have black centres and tips; belly similarly marked with 
dusky and white ; wings uniform dark reddish-brown ; tail inclining 
to the same, soft and flexible. 

Bill blackish ; legs brown; irides brown. Length 3§ inches; 
wing 12; extent 6; tail 1; bill at front ,%. 

This species inhabits Nepal and Sikim. I procured it at 
Darjeeling, where it bore the same name as the first species, and 
was indeed not distinguished from it by the natives. 


332. Pnoepyga longicaudata, Moors. 
P. Z. S., 1854. 


Tuer Lone-rairep H1LL WREN. 


Descr.—Above deep olive-brown, the feathers slightly margined 
with black, and with black shafts; throat whitish ; breast and 
sides of abdomen pale dusky ferruginous, the feathers with pale 
centres and dark margins ; lower breast and abdomen white in the 
middle ; flanks brown ; vent and under tail-coverts dark ferrugi, 
nous; wings and tail inclining to ferruginous-brown. 

Bill dark horny ; legs paler. Length 4} inches; wing 2; tail 
2}, rounded; upper tail-coverts long. 

This is very closely allied to the last in coloration, the 
chief difference being the white on the throat and middle of the 
abdomen of this species; and were it not for the long tail of this, 
one would be inclined to join them. Moore gives Northern India 
ea the habitation of this species, it may be the N. W. Himalayas, 
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perhaps the Khasia hills: Bonaparte, in his Conspectus, gives twa, 
species of Micrura from Java. 


Gen. TrogLuopyTEs, Vieillot. 


Char.—Bill rather long, slender, compressed, entire; wings 
short, rounded; tail short, narrow, and rounded; tarsus moderate 
or rather short; toes long; lateral toes nearly equal; middle toe 
lengthened ; claws moderately curved ; hind claw large. 

The true Wrens of Europe, N. America, and India, are plain-colo- 
red small birds, whose place in the natural system is not universally 
agreed on by naturalists. Some place them as a separate family 
of the Certhiade, among the Tenuirostral tribe; others place them | 
with the lesser warblers; Horsfield and Blyth place them in our 
present sub-family, and I quite agree with them. As previously 
stated, by means of the American Wrens, Thryothorus, and their 
aflines, they quite grade into the Ant-Thrushes. The European and 
N. American Wrens are familiar birds, living in hedge-rows and 
bushy ground, on insects, and occasionally seeds, and having a plea- 
sant little song. They form a dome-shaped nest, with a hole at one 
side, and lay numerous eggs. The Indian Wrens are rare, and their 
habits being most retired, have been but little noticed. 


333. Troglodytes nipalensis, Honason, 
Blyth, J. A. S., XIV., 589—T. subhemalayanus, Hopes., apud 
Gray, Cat. Birds of Nepal—Biytu, Cat. 917—Horsr., Cat. 243 
—Marchoh-pho, Lepch. 


Tue Nera WReEN. 


Deser.—Above, including wings and tail, umber-brown with dark 
bars; beneath pale brown, with numerous very narrow brown cross- 
bars. Bill brown; legs horny-brown; irides hazel-brown : about 
the size of the English Wren. _ 

It differs slightly from the European Wren in its darker color, 
and having the back more barred, and the under parts throughout 
distinctly barred, and more closely so than the upper paits; bill, 
too, shorter and wider at the base. It has been found in Nepal and 
Sikhim, and the N. W. Himalayas. I saw it on one or two dcca~ 
sions only, in some thick brush-wood by the side of a mountain- 
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stream about 4,500 feet high. Adams observed it among stony 
places in glene, and around the margins of the avalanches on the 
Cashmere ranges, common. 

The next species has been separated by Mr. Blyth as a distinct 
form or sub-genus under the name of Spiloptera. It differs from 
true Troglodytes by its shorter and deeper bill, and by the spotted, 
in ‘place of barred, character of its plumage. 


334. Troglodytes punctatus, Bryru. 
J.A.5., XIV., 589—Buytu, Cat. 918—Marchok-pho, Lepch. 


Tue SPOTTED WREN. 


Deser.—Upper parts fuscous-brown, with a pale or white speck 
on the tip of each feather; tail barred, as in the European Wren; 
the feathers softer and more graduated; tertiaries comparatively 
broad, of a dark mahogany color; bars on the outer webs of pri- 
maries the same color; under parts delicately mottled with pale 
spots, thickest on the breast, fewest on the belly, which has a ful- 
vous tinge ; bill horny-brown; legs pale brown; irides brown. 

Size of the European Wren: wing 13; tail 1}. 

This Wren is very rare at Darjeeling. I procured a single speci- 
men, and Mr. Blyth has obtained only one. 


Gen. RimaTor, Blyth. 

Syn. Caulodromus, Gray; Merva, Hodgs. 

Char.—Bill longer than the head, slightly compressed, curved, not 
notched; nostrils basal, ovate; gape extending to the eye, with only 
a few inconspicuous hairs; legs moderately strong ; tarsus scutel- 
late ;. toes long, the outer longer than the inner; claws aot much 
curved, hind claw large ; wings bowed and rounded, Sth, 6th and 
7th quills equal and longest; tail short and weak, the feathers 
slender with soft slightly-pointed tips ; Te lax, very much 
so over the rump. 

This remarkable genus was described in the same year by three 
naturalists ; but Mr. Blyth’s name has the priority, and. was 
moreover founded on the identical specimen belonging to Mr. 
Grace, that afterwards, on the arrival of that gentleman in London, 
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formed the type specimen of Mr. Gray’s genus; and, as Mr. Blyth 
informs us, had his M. S. name attached to the label. 


335. Rimator malacoptilus, Bryru 


J. A. S., XVI, 154 and 878—Caulodromus Gracei, Gray, Ann, 

Mag N. H., 1847—Merva Jerdonii, Hopason, Cale. J. N. II., 1847, 
p. 96, with a figure—Gray, Ill. Gen. Birds, plL—Buyrtu, Cat 
App. No. 6, p. 338.—Karriak tungbrek-pho, Lepch. 


Tom LonG-BILLED WREN. 


Deser.—Above, deep brown, with pale fulvous shafts ; scapulars 
and interscapulars mixed black and brown; quills and tail deep 
brown, witha slightly ruddy tinge; under parts pale brown; chin 
whitish, a black streak on each side of the throat, with a few dusky 
spots; feathers of the breast margined with olive; flanks olive, 
tinged ferruginous ; lower tail-coverts dark rusty. Bill dark horny, 
fleshy at the base ; leys brownish red ; indes light brown. 

Length 5 inches; extent 7; wing 2}; tail 1}; bill at front 1 
inch; tarsus }; hind claw 3. 

I procured two or three specimens of this remarkable bird at 
Darjeeling, but regret that I did not observe it myself. Tt was 
said to be chiefly a feeder on the ground, among brushwood and 
fallen trees, and I found the remains of insects in its stomach. I 
have little doubt of the propriety of placing it here. Mr. Blyth calls 
it a Adlyiotherine bird, approaching the Wrens. Gray puts it in his 
sub-family Certhine, as does Pr. Bonaparte, but quite erroneously, 
I think. Other Wrens are found in Africa, Olgas Riippell, 
and Comaroptera, Sundeval. 


The next group of birds comprises several genera peculiar to the 
Indian region, whose place in the natural system has been subject of _ 
some doubt, though most systematists are nearly agreed. Gray places 
it in his Formicarina, as does Horsfield ; and Blyth classes it next 
to the Wrens. Bonaparte also places it in his Pittine, near Tesia and 
Pucepyga, They are mostly birds of dull slaty plumage, the females 
in some brown, and their plumage is soft and flimsy. They appear 
to have relations on one side with some of the Saxicoline through 
Hodgeonius, and, on the other side, with some Malayan birds usually 
classed with the Timaline. 
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Gen. BracnyrtTeryx, Horsf. 


Syn. Goldana, Gray. 

Char.——Bill of moderate length, straight, curving gently at the 

tip, and slightly notched; nostrils with a tuft of nareal bristles 
at the base; gape smooth ; wings short, rounded ; 4th, 5th, and 6th 
quills longest, 5th slightly the longest ; tail short, soft and flexi- 
ble ; tarsus very long and strong; feet large; middle toe length- 
ened ; laterals nearly equal ; hind toe large ; claws long, not much 
curved. Sexes differ in colour. 
- The birds of this genus are mostly of a dull bluish color, with 
long legs and short tail. They are closely allied, I conceive, to 
Pnoepyga; and I see that a bird from some of the isles has been 
classed by some as a Brachypterya, and by others as a Microura, 


336. Brachypteryx nipalensis, Honcson. 
Moors, P. Z. S., 1854—Horsr., Cat., App. 647. 


Tue W3HITE-BELLIED SHORT-WING. 


Deser.—Male, color, above a greyish-cyaneous, or dusky blue, 
as are the cheeks, sides of breast, and flanks, paling to greyish- 
white on the middle of the breast; throat, middle of belly, vent 
and under tail-coverts, and a streak over the eye, white. 

Female, ferruginous-brown above, paler on the sides, throat, 
breast, and belly; under tail-coverts, and superciliary streak, 
whitish ; the feathers on the breast and sides, tinged with brown. 
Bill dark horny; legs pale brown ; irides light brown. 

Length 44 inches; extent 74; wing 24; tail 18; tarsus 1; 
pill at front 4. Another was 5 inches long and the tail 14. 

This species closely resembles the Pnepyge in size and 
general structure; as also in the colouring of the female. I 
procured several specimens at Darjeeling at various elevations, from 
4,000 to 8,000 feet. It feeds chiefly on insects. Mr. Hodgson 
also'sent it latterly, either from Nepal or Sikhim.* 





? All of Mr. Hodgson’s specimens are stated in Horsfield’s Catalogue to be 
from Dep! 3 but-Mr. Hodgson, as is well. known, resided in Sikhim, at Dagjeal- 
ing, for the last years of his residence in India, and collected there largely. I sue- 
i therefore, that most of ‘his latter contributions to the Museums at ‘home wore 
{ Sikhim and not from Nepal. 
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337. Brachypteryx hyperythra, Jexpon and Burrs. 
P. Z. S., 1861, p. 201. 
Tus RUSTY-BELLIED SHORT-WING. 


Deser.—Above, dusky olive-brown; lores tinged with ferrugin= 
ous; beneath ferruginous ; middle of the belly white. 

Bill corneous; legs fleshy; irides brown, Length nearly & 
inches ; wing 23; tail 13; bill at front 74; tarsus 1,4. 

This bird, of which I obtained a single specimen at Darjeeling, 
nearly corresponds in size,with the last, but is a decidedly larger 
bird, and otherwise differs. It is probably a female. 


338. Brachypteryx cruralis, Biyrs. 


J. A. &, XIL, 933—Larvivora homochroa, Hopas., GRay’s 
Zool. Mise., 1844—Buyts, Cat. 1056—Horsr., Cat. App. 646. 
B. aurifrons, JERDON and Biytn, the female. 


THe WHITE-BROWED SHORT-WING. 


Deser.—Male, color above a deep cyaneous, or dusky greyish- 
blue, paler and more dingy on the belly, and with a conspicuous 
white superciliary streak. 

The female is olivaceous-brown above; the forehead, lores and 
throat, ferruginous, or ferruginous-white; wings and tail rusty- 
brown ; beneath, paler or more dusky ferruginous, passing to 
sullied white. 

Bill black; legs pale brownish. Length 5} inches; wing 28; 
tail 13; bill at front $; tarsus 1}. 

This Short-wing very nearly approaches B. montana of Java, 
but differs by its slightly smaller size, shorter tail, and much 
feebler feet. It is found in Nepal and Sikhim, but appears to be 
rare. I did not myself procure it at Darjeeling. Horsfield states, 
of its near congener of Java, that it is chiefly found in the mountain- 
ous districts, on low branches, or on the ground, on which it makes 
its nest, feeding on larve of insects, worms, &. Its common 
note is @ quiet reiterated babbling, but it has also a protracted 
plaintive note. 
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Other recorded species of Brachypteryx are B. Patisseri, 
Kelaart, from Ceylon; B. montana, of Java, already alluded to; 
and B, albifrons, Boie, apud Bon., also from Java. B. leucophrys, 
T., B. leptura, Kuhl, B. superciliaris, Verreaux, apud Bonaparte, 
and perhaps several of the Myiothere of Teraminck, may perhaps 
belong to this group, rather than to the Timaline series, Muscicapa 
longipes of Lesson, Voyage de Coquille, pl. 19, appears, both from 
form and coloration, to be a Brachypterya. 

Gen. CaLLENE, Blyth. 

Syn. Cinelidium, olim, Blyth. 

Char.—Bill shorter than the head, straight, slender, higher than 
broad, with the ridge acute; lower gonys ascending; nares par- 
tially impended by some short half-reflected feathers; gape with 
a few small sete; wings and tail rounded; the 4th, 5th, and 6th 
quills equal and longest; legs and feet slender; tarsus long; middle 
toe long; claws not much curved. 

This genus differs from Brachypteryx, to which it is nearly allied, 
in its larger and. stronger bill, more developed tail, and the some- 
what scale-like character of the plumage. 


339. Callene rufiventris, Burru. 


Phenicura major, JERDON, Suppl. Cat. 109 bis.—Buytn, Cat, 
1054. 
Tae RUFOUS-BELLIED SHORT-WING. 


Deser.—-Plumage generally dark slaty-cinereous; belly, vent, and 
under tail-coverts ochrey-yellow, passing into white. 

Bill black ; legs dirty reddish ; irides brown. Length 7 inches ; 
wing 3,4; tail 2,4; bill at front $3; tarsus 1,5,. 

I first described this bird as a Phenicura, and Blyth afterwards 
transferred it to Brachypteryz ; but it certainly belongs to the 
same genus as the next bird, as since placed by Mr. Blyth, who 
found it necessary to change the specific name given by myself, 
‘ag it is not so large as the next species. Inhabits the Neilgherries. 


340. Callene frontalis, Burrs. 


-Cinclidium apud Birra, J. A. S., XI., 181 and XIL, 954, with 
Sigure—BuyTg, Cat, 1053—Horsr., Cat. a 644. . 
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Tue BLUE-FRONTED SHORT-WING. 


Descr.—Plumage dark fusco-cyaneous, with the ramp dusky ; 
lores and above the beak blackish, contrasting with the bright 
ewrulean forehead ; the bend of the wing also pale-blue, but less 
bright than the forehead; wings dark olive-brown, with a white 
spot on the under surface, beneath the winglet; beneath, dull 
cyaneous, ashy on the flanks, and the middle of the belly slightly 
edged with grey. 

Bill black; legs brown. Length 7§ inches; wing 33; tail 34; 
bill at front §; tarsus 12. 

This species has only been obtained from Nepal and Sikhim. 
I did nof’ mysclf procure it whilst at Darjeeling, and nothing 
is recorded of its habits, except that Mr. Blyth wag informed that it 
was a fine songster, It is certainly too rare for anything to be 
known of it, in this respect, and some other bird was perhaps 
intended. The bright color of the forehead, and bend of the 
wing, occur also in Myiophonus, one of this sub-family. 

Gen. Hopesontus, Bonap. 


Syn. Sylvania, Blyth— Bradypterus, Hodgson, Gray, Zool. Misc. 
—Bradybates, Gray, Genera of Birds. 

Char.—General structure of Callene, but the bill much more 
slender and straighter, less curved onthe culmen, distinctly notched; 
a few short strong rictal bristles ; wings short, moderately rounded ; 
4th and 5th quills equal and longest; tail rather long, rounded ; 
tarsus long, entire; feet large; toes slender; middle toe elongate ; 
laterals nearly equal; claws moderate, slightly curved. 


341. Hodgsonius phenicuroides, Honeson. 


Bradypterus apud Hopeson, Gray, Zool. Misc., and Cat, Birds 
of Nepal.—J. A. S., XVI, 136. Buytn, Cat, 1052—Horsr., 
Cat.App. 643, 

Tue WHITE-BELLIED SHORT-WING. 

Descr.—Male, upper parts uniform dark cyaneous or deep slaty 
blue; beneath sithilar, but paler, and passing into white on the 
middle of the belly; winglet tipped white ; tail black, all, except 
the central part, ferruginous on the basal half; wings blackish; 
under tail-coverts cyaneous, edged with white. 

3R 
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Bill dusky, reddish at the gape ; legs pale red-brown; irides dark 
brown. Length 7} inches; extent 94; wing 3; tail 38; bill at 
front 34; tarsus 14. 

The female is wholly brown above, paler brown below, passing 
to albescent on the middle of the belly and with a slight rufous 
tinge on the base of the caudal feathers. 

This bird has considerable affinities for the Redstart group, and 
particularly, I think, to the Shama (Copsychus macrourus) ; and 
it appears to be one of the numerous links that bind together the 
Thrushes and the Sylviade. Blyth, indeed, places it with the 
Copsychus group; but, taking all its characters, and its near rela- 
tionship to Callene, I prefer retaining it here, as does also Moore.* 

It is a rare bird, and has only as yet been found in Sikhim. I 
did not myself observe it, but it was described to me as haunting 
thick underwood. 


WHISTLING THRUSHES. 


It is generally agreed that these fine birds show more affinity 
to Pitta than to the true Thrushes or Blackbirds. Temminck, 
indeed, described one as a Pitta. They are birds of rather large 
size, black plumage, glossed with blue; some have black, others 
yellow bills; and they have been divided into Arrenga, Lesson, for 
the black-billed, and Myiophonus for the yellow-billed species. 
The blue shoulder-spot has been already seen, in a slight degree, 
in Callene, and is repeated through many of the Ground Thrushes. 
Their flight is tolerably vigorous, 


Gen. MyropxHonvs, Temm. 
Syn. Myiophaga and Arrenga, Less. 

: Char.—Bill large, strong, compressed, of moderate length, nearly 
straight, strongly hooked at the tip, and slightly notched; rictal 
bristles almost wanting; nares round, with some frontal plumes and 
hairs at their base; wings long, rather pointed; 4th and 5th quills 
nearly equal, 5th longest ; tail moderate, even or slightly rounded ; 
tarsus long, stout, entire ; feet strong, middle toe long; laterale 
short, nearly equal; claws strong, well curved. 





* Note—P, Z 8, 1654, 
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842. Myiophonus Horsfieldii, Vicors. 


P. Z. S., 1831—Gouxp, Cent. Him. Birds, pl. 20—JeRvon, 
Cat. No. 79-——BiytH, Cat. 927-—-Honrsr., Cat. 282 


Taz MaLtaBaR WHISTLING THRUSH. 

Descr.—General plumage black, more or less tinged with deep 
blue; a band on the forehead, not extending to the base of the 
bill, and shoulders, fine shining cobalt or smalt-blue; some of 
the feathers of the breast and abdomen edged with the same. 

Bill black ; legs brown-black; irides dark brown. Length 11 
inches; wing 6; tail 42; bill at front (through pendal plumes) 
1}; tarsus 4. 

This fine Thrush is found throughout all the forests of Southern 
and Western India, from near the top of the Neilgherries (6,000 
feet) to almostthe level of the sea. It is not found on the plateau of 
the Neilgherries, but at Coonoor, Kulhutty, Kotagherry, &c. It is 
common in Coorg and the Wynaad, and prefersmoderate elevations; 
but Ihave killed it m Malabar at the foot of the chain of ghats. 
Thave also scen specimens from the Pulney Hills, and Travancore ; 
but it is not found in any of the forests of the Eastern Ghats, nor 
in Central or Northern India. It especially delights in mountain 
torrents, and if there is a water-fall, itis sure to be found there. 
It feeds on various insects, earth-worms, slugs, shells, and also on 
small crabs, which I have very frequently found constituting its 
chief food; and the remains of legs, &c., of these crustacea are 
generally found on the rocks at the edge of every pool of water 
frequented by it. I once procured its nest, placed under a shelf 
of a rock on the Burliar stream, on the slope of the Neilgherries. 
It was a large structure of roots, mixed with earth, moss, &c, and 
contained three eggs of a pale salmon or reddish-fawn colour, with 
many smallish brown spots. I kept a bird, which I had wounded 
slightly, for some weeks, feeding it on earth-worms and snails, and 
every morning before sunrise I would hear its fine whistle. Its 
song consists of four or five beautifully clear whistling notes, so 
like the whistle of a manor boy, as to be constantly mistaken 
for it; and it is known to many on the Neilgherries 8 the 
Whistling Thrush. It would be a highly desirable and interesting 
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cage bird. Allied to M. Horsfieldii, is M. eyaneus, Horsfield, the 
Pitta glaucina of Temminck, from Java. 


343. Myiophonus Temminckii, Vicors. 


P, Z. S., 1881—GouLp, Cent. Him. Birds, pl. 21: Biyru, Cat. 
926—Horsr., Cat. 281. 

Kastura of the hills, (Royle)-Kaijit, of the Doon, (Hutton)— 
Chamong-pho, Lepch.— Tetiman, Bhot. 


Tue YELLOW-BILLED WHISTLING THRUSH. 


Deser.——General hue black, richly overlaid with cobalt or smalt- 
blue on the wings and tail; and the feathers of the whole head and 
neck, back, breast, and abdomen, centred with glistening cobalt- 
blue; shoulder of the wing, deep glistening blue, and the wing- 
coverts with some white specks on their tips. 

Bill pale yellow, dusky on the culmen; legs dark brown ; irides 
dark brown. Length 13 inches; wing 74; tail 54; bill at front 
1}; tarsus 2. 

This Yellow-billed Whistling Thrush is found throughout the Hi- 
malayas from Bootan to Simla, and still further west to Afghanistan; 
also eastward, in the Khasia hills, in Arrakan, and Tenasserim. _ 

It is common at Darjeeling, and is found from the lowest valleys 
to at least 8,000 feet of elevation; Hutton states that it extends up to 
the snows at Simla. Like the last species, it is fond of frequenting 
the beds of streams, and may generally be seen on a rock in the midst 
of some roaring torrent, where it feeds on the larve of Libellule, 
and some other watcr-insects, and may often be seen on an adjacent 
rock to its near ally, the Water-dipper (Aydrobata asiatica). 
Hutton remarks that it ‘is as often found in open rocky spots, 
on the skirts of forests, or among the woods, loving to jump upon 
stones or rocky pinnacles, from whence he sends forth a sort of 
choking chattering song, if such it can be called, or, with an up- 
jerk of the tail, hops away with a loud musical whistle, very’ much 
after the manner of the Blackbird.” Vigne says that “its musi- 
cal whistle is the sweetest note heard in the hills.” It is not at all 
like the whistling of a man, as that of its Malabar: congener ; but is 
‘a pretty, slow measured, song. 
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I have had its nest and eggs brought me; the nest is a solid 
mass of moss, mixed with earth and roots, of large size, and placed 
(as I was informed) under an overhanging rock, near @ mountain 
stream. The eggs were three in number, and dull green, thickly 
overlaid with reddish specks. 

Hutton describes them as “greenish ashy, speckled with roseate 
specks, confluent at the larger end;” further, he says, ‘tit selects some 
high, towering, and almost inaccessible rock, forming the side of a 
deep glen, on the projecting edges of which it constructs its nest.” 
It is known both at Darjeeling and Simla as the Hill Blackbird; the 
real Blackbird, Merula boulboul, being ignored as such. 

Horsfield states that the food of Mytophonus cyaneus of Java con- 
sists almost exclusively of berries. This is quite inconsistent with the 
habits of the two Indian species of the genus, and is probably. a 
mistake. Nearly allied is the Black-billed M. ewruleus, Scopoli, 
from China; and AM. flavirostris, Horsf., from Java. 

The next group consists of a remarkable series of birds, of bright 
and gorgeous plumage, more so perhaps than any other of the 
Dentirostres ; being mostly variegated with grecn, blue, and red. 
They are all very similar in form, being long-legged and short-tailed 
Thrushes, not very elegantly shaped; and feeding on the ground 
on Coleoptera, ants, and other insects. They composed the genus 
Pitta of Vieillot and other authors, of which the following are the 
characteristics :— 

Bill moderately long, strong, compressed, wider at the base ; tips 
slightly hooked, and with a distinct notch; culmen keeled, gently 
curved; nostrils lateral, placed in a fossa, half-covered by a mem- 
brane; no rictal bristles; wings moderate, short; tail very short, 
even; tarsus long, slender, almost ‘entire, obscurely scutellated 
posteriorly ; feet moderate, middle toe long, laterals unequal, hind 
toe short ; claws moderate and slightly curved. 

The birds of this genus take wing but seldom, and their flight is 
weak and irregular. Three species are found within our limits; but 
as we go further eastward, through Burmah and the Malayan pepin- 
sula to the eastern islands, they increase both in number of species 
and in brilliancy of plumage. They extend to Australi ve 
species being found there. Several genera have been, 
founded out of the old genus, Pitta. 
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Gen. Hyprornis, Hodgson. 

Paludicola olim, Hodgs. ; Hydrornis, Blyth. 

Char.——Bill large, very robust, tolerably hooked at the tip; 
wings short, rounded; Ist quill short; 5th, 6th, and 7th nearly 
equal and longest ; of large size; otherwise as in the characters 
of the group. It constitutes the first division, Gigantes, of Bona- 
parte’s genus Brachyurus. 


344. Hydrornis nipalensis, Hopeson. 


J. A.S., VI, 103—Pitta nuchalis, BLytu, J. A.S., XL, 188— 
and XII., 961—Horsr., Cat. 245—Biytu, Cat. 904. 


Tur Lance NepaL GRoUND-THRUSH. 


Syi-mya, Nepal—Toot-pho, Lepch. 

Descr.—Plumage above dingy green, passing into fulvescent 
brown on the scapulars and wings; nape and back of neck verditer- 
blue; ‘occiput greenish ; forehead, crown, and sides of head, with 
all the under parts, dull rufous or rusty, palest on throat; vent and 
under tail-coverts fulvescent, in some almost albescent; lining of 
wings buff and dusky. Hodgson described the chin as often hoary, 
and a black triangular spot on each side, behind the ear, united in 
front by a gular band of the samehue. ‘This is evidently caused 
by the base of the feathers of those parts being blackish, and is not 
seen except when the feathergare exposed, which, however, perhaps 
the living bird has the power of doing, as the Orthotomnus exposes 
the similarly-formed black neck-spot. The sexes are nearly alike, 
but the female is duller, with the nuchal spot greenish, and the back 
more mixed with rufous. “Hodgson says that the female has the 
black gular band interrupted. 

Bill dusky, fleshy at the base; legs ruddy flesh-coloured ; nails 
jong, whitish ; irides lightish brown. Length 94 to 10 inches; ex- 
tent 16; wings 5; tail 22; tarsus 2}; bill at front 1. 

‘This Large Ground-thrush is found in the S. E. Himalayas, in 
Nepal and Sikhim, and also in Arrakan, and also in the hill ranges 
of Asam. It is not very rare in the warmer valleys about Darjee- 
ling, being generally found near the banks of streams, in forest, 
or thick mndeewout Hodgson tells us that it feeds in swamps 
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and. rills, on various hard insects. I found the remains of insects 
in those which I examined. Hodgson further remarks that it. flies 
very badly, and is easily caught; and that it never perches save 
at night, and then only on low bushes. He examined the anatomy, 
and states that in this respect it resembles Thrushes generally; but 
that the intestinal canal is longer, being 30 inches in length, 


To this group belongs P. cerulea, Raffles, of the Malayan penin- 
sula and Sumatra; and P. maxima, Forsten, from Gilolo, with blue 
shoulder-spots, white breast, and red abdomen. 


Gen. Pirva, Vieiil. (as restricted.) 
Char.—Bill moderate ; tip slightly forked; wings moderate, the 


2nd and 3rd, or 3rd and 4th, quills being the longest; Ist a little 
shorter than 4th. This forms the division Brachyuri, Bonap. 


345. Pitta Bengalensis, Get. 


P. triostegus apud BiyTu, Cat. 908—Horsr., Cat. 249—P, 
brachyura, JERDON, Cat. 80—GouLb, Cent. H. B., pl. 23—Gray 
and Harpw.,, Lil. Ind. Zool., IL, pl. 35, f 2—Rortg, I. Him. Bot., 
pl. 7, £. 83—Nourang, Hind., i. @ nine-colored bird—Shumcha, 
Beng.—Pona-inki, Tel. 


Tue YELLOW-BREASTED GROUND-THRUSH. 


Descr. ~Head olivaceous-fulvous, with a median black stripe from 
the base of the bill to the back of the neck, meeting another black 
band that passes through the ears; a white superciliary line 
extending also to the nape, but not quite meeting its fellow; the 
whole back, rump, scapulars and wing-coverts, dull blue-green; the 
lengthened upper tail-coverts pale blue; a pale azure-blue patch on 
the shoulder of the wing; quills black, with a white bar on the 
first six primaries, and the tip of all white or albescent; seconda- 
ries blue-green on the outer margin, increasing in extent in- 
wardly; tail black, tipped with dull blue; beneath, the chin, 
throat, and the sides of the neck below the ears, white; the rest of 
the lower parts isabelline or fulvescent, with the middle of the lower 
part of the-abdomen, the vent, and the under tail-ooverts, scarlet. 

Bill black; legs ruddy-yellow or yellowish-pink; irides hazel- 
brown, . 
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Length about 7 inches; wing 4}; tail 1/55 bill lt front 4; 
tarsus 1}. 

This prettily plumaged Ground-thrush is found throughout the 
whole of India, from the sub-Himalayan range to Cape Comorin. 
It is also found in Ceylon, but never on the eastern side of the 
Bay of Bengal. It is most common in forest country, but is also 
found occasionally in every part of the country that is tolerably 
wooded. In the Carnatic it chiefly occurs in the beginning of the 
hot weather, when the land-winds first begin to blow with viol- 
ence from the west; and the birds, in many instances, appear to 
have been blown, by the strong wind, from the Eastern ghats, for 
being birds of feeble flight, they are unable to contend against the 
strength of the wind. At this time they take refuge in huts, out- 
houses, or any building that will afford them shelter. The first bird 
of this kind that I saw had taken refuge in the General Hospital 
at Madras; and, subsequently, at Nellore, I obtained many alive 
under the same circumstances. Layard states thai in Ceylon it is 
migratory, coming in with the Snipe, i. e. in the beginning of the cold 
weather. He further remarks that it is shy and wary, resorting to | 
tangled brakes and ill-kept native gardens. It seldom alights on 
trecs. It is generally found single; but I have seen three or four 
together; and it feeds chiefly on the ground, on various coleopter- 
ous insects. It progresses by hopping, as do others of this family; 
and is in general®a most silent bird, though it is said to have, at 
times, a fine loud whistling note. Its Singalese name is said to be 
derived from its call Avitch-i-a, pronounced slowly and distinctly. 
Blyth was informed that it has a screeching note. Nearly allied 
to this are P. cyanoptera, from Burmah; P. malaccensts, from Malac- 
ca; P. irena, T., from Timor, and some others. 

The next species is placed by Bonaparte in his division, Melano- 
cephalt. 


346. Pitta cucullata, Hartiavs. 


P. rhodogastra, Hopas., J. A. S., XII, 961 (the young bird)— 
P. nigricollis, Burra, J. A. S., XIL., 960—Ann. Nat. Hist., 1844, 
pl. 20—Biyra, Cat. 960-—Horsr., Cat. App., 652-——Phattim pho, 
Lepch. -“ a a 
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Tue GREEN-BREASTED GROUND-THRUSH. 


Deser.—Crown dark rufous-brown; chin, throat, sides of head; 
and neck all round, black; back fine glossy dark green; bend of 
wing, and upper tail-coverts, bright verdigris-blue; a large white 
patch on the primaries, which are black; lower parts bluish-green 
or sea-green; vent, and under tail-coverts, vermillion. 

Bill black ; legs pale reddish ; irides brown. Length 7 inches; 
wing 4} or 4; tail1§; tarsus 1}; bill at front 43. 

The young bird has some white on the wing-coverts, a 
white band on the throat, and is dull brown beneath, mixed with 
green. 

This very handsome Ground-thrush is found in Nepal and 
Sikhim, extending into Assam, Burmah, .and the Malayan 
peninsula, It is rare in the S. E. Himalayas. I only procured 
one specimen, which was killed by a Lepcha, when seated on her 
nest, on the banks of the great Rungeet river, about 1,200 feet 
above the sea. The nest was composed chiefly of roots and 
other fibrous matter, with a few hairs, and contained three eggs 
of a faint greenish-white, with a few reddish and some fawn- 
colored spots. To this group belong several species from Celebes, 
New Guinea, and the Philippines. 

Another group, Erythrogastri of Bonaparte, contains some of the 
most richly coloured of the series; among them P. granatina, 
from Malacca. 

The Pitta of Bonaparte has the tail somewhat longer than in the 
last, and slightly wedge-shaped, and the body is banded beneath. 
To this belong, P. cyanura from Malacca, and P. hyans. T. (Boschi, 
Miill.), from Sumatra. 

The next group is that of the Dippers or Water-ouzels, so weil 
known from their habit of diving to the kottom of streams, and 
running along to pick up their food. 


Gen. Hyprosata, Vieillot. 


Syn. Cinclus, Bechst.—Water-ouzel, or Dipper. 
Char,—Bill of moderate length, nearly equal to the head, 
straight, cultrate, slightly ascending; no rictal bristles; nostrils 
38 
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marginal, longitudinal; wings concave, Ist very short, 3rd and 
4th sub-equal and longest; 2nd scarcely shorter; tail short and 
even; tarsus moderate, longer than middle toe; feet moderate 
lateral toes nearly equal, hind toe short; claws tolerably curved. 

The Dippers are one of the most interesting groups of birds 
among the whole class of Perchers, from their well known and 
peculiar habits of procuring their food under water. They are birds 
of rapid flight, and are believed to use their wings for progression 
under. water. They form a large nest of moss and grass, with 
a hole at one side, placed on a bank of a stream, among the robts 
of a tree, or a crevice in a rock, and have five or six white eggs. 
They are said, in Europe, to have two or three broods in the course 
of the year. Most modern systematists agree in placing them close 
to Pitta, and in the same family. Bonaparte makes a distinct family, 
Cinclide, in which he classes Eupetes (a remarkable Malayan 
bird), Grallina, Enicurus, Hydrobata, and Zoothera, placing the 
family between Motaeillide and Pittide. Eupetes, with a Cincline 
bill, has the highly. rounded wings, &c., brown and dense flimsy 
plumage, of a Timaline form. Epthianura of Australia is also 
placed next Eupetes by Bonaparte; but Gray places Grallina, 
Enicurus, and Lpthianura in his Motacilline. The Dippers are 
found in Europe, Asia, and America. In India they are confined 
entircly to the Himalayan Mountains, 


347. Hydrobata Asiatica, Swaxvson. 


Cinclus Pallasii apud Gout, Cent. H. B., pl. 24—C. tenuirostris, 
Gounp apud Bonar.—C. maculatus, Hopas., Gray, Zool. Mise. 
(young)—Biyru, Cat. 913—Horse., Cat. 251—Nambong kar- 
riak, Lepch.—Chubia nakka, Bhot. 


THe Brown WarTeER-0UZEL. 


Deser.—Plumage uniform dull brown; bill black; legs pale 
brown ; soles of the feet yellow; irides dark brown. 

Length about 8} inches; wing 4; tail 2; bill at front 13; fie 
sus 13. 

The young bird is mottled and spotted with : duty and whitish ; 
the wings are edged with white, and the tail. has a. natrow’ white 
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tip; the whole plumage being remarkably like that of a young or 
female J’etrocincla. It differs from the true Pallasit of Temminck, 
from E. Siberia and Japan, according to Bonaparte, in being paler 
in color, and with the bill much more slender. 

The Indian Dipper is found throughout the Himalayas, frequent- 
ing streams and rivers, It is not rare at Darjeeling, in the Rungnoo, 
the Little Rungect, but especially in the Great Rungeet river; and 
from 1,200 to 5,000 feet of elevation. You generally sce it perched 
onarock, in the middle or side of a stream, or flying rapidly along 
the course of the stream. I once surprized one in a pool of shallow 
water in the bed of the Rungect, which I came on suddenly, and 
from out of which it rose, as much to my astonishment as its own, 
I afterwards saw it on several occasions plunge into the water, both. 
from the bank, and from a rock, and remain some time undcr water, 
issuing forth at a distance from the spot where it had entered, It 
feeds on various water-insects and Jarye7; also shells, when it can 
getthem, and, itis said, the ova of fishes. It must breed very carly 
in the scason, for I procured some young specimens in March and 
April. 

348. Hydrobata cashmiriensis, Goutp. 
P. Z. S., 1859, p. 494.—H. cinclus apud Apams, P. Z. S., 1858. 


Toe WHITE-BREASTED CASHMERE DipPErR. 


Deser,—Crown of head, ear-coverts, and mantle, brown, darker 
on the upper back and wing-coverts; lower back, and tail-coverts, 
grey, with a dark central mark on each feather; wings and tail 
blackish-grey ; throat and breast white ; upper part of the abdomen 

brown, greyish on the flanks and vent; tarsus brown. Length 7 
inches; wing 34; tail 24; tarsus 14; bill at front 4. 

This species, which appears to be the, Asiatic representative of 
the common European Dipper (to which, indeed, it is very closely 
allied, if distinct), is only found in the streams of the higher 
mountain ranges of Cashmere, whence it was brought by Dr. 
Adams. 

349. Hydrobata sordida, Gouxp. 


PB. ZS, 1859, p. 494 
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Tar BLACK-BELLIED Casumers Diprer, 


Descer.—Crown of head, back of neck, throat, and chest, choeo- 
late-brown, lightest on the throat and breast; back, abdomen, and 
tail, deep brownish-black, darkest on the abdomen; wings nearly 
the color of the back. 

Length 64 inches; wing 3}; tail 2; tarsus 14; bill 3. 

This is apparently the Asiatic representative of the H. melano- 
gastra of Europe, and, like the last, is from the mountains of Cash- 
mere, where procured also by Dr. Adams. 

Besides the common Dipper of Europe, Hydrobata cinclus, and 
the melanogaster, of Eastern Europe, there are recorded H. leuco- 
gaster, from Western Siberia, and true Pallasti, from Eastern 
Siberia; and there are two in the New World, one from the North, 
and the other, with a white head, from Peru. With Bonaparte, 
T agree that the remarkable Australian form Grallino comes near 
this group, and serves to link it with Enicurus of the Motaciilida. 
Jt appears to me, also, that Origma of the same region has affinities 
with this group. 


Gen. ZoorHeERa, Vigors. 


Syn.-—Myiothera, Tem. (partly), and Myiophaga, Less. (partly). 

Char.—Bill longer than the head, compressed, slightly curved ; 
upper mandible with hooked tip, produced over tle lower; wings 
somewhat short; Ist quill very short; 4th and 5th sub-equal and 
longest, 3rd nearly as long; tail short, even, brqad; tarsus mo- 
derate, about equal to the middle toe; lateral toes nearly equal, 
hind toe somewhat long; claws moderately curved. 

These birds form a genus of a few remarkable species, 
which are usually classed with the Meruline. Bonaparte latterly 
classed it with the Thrushes; but, formerly, I think, he, more 
diseriminately, placed it among his Cinclide. He makes it consist 
of four species, one of which, Z. cénclops, is, says the Prince, in- 
termediate between Zoothera and Cinclus. This has been since re- 
moved from Zoothera, and forms the type of the genus Cinelopa. 
Blyth also places Zoothera with the Thrushes, as do Gray and 
Horsfield. It is, indeed, a link between the two sub-families, and 
might be classed with either; but.its short-teil, Pisting bill, and its 
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affinity for Anthocincla, Blyth, a remarkable new bird from Bur- 
mah, has decided me to place it at the end of this family. 


850. Zoothera monticola, Vicors. 


GouLpD, Cent. H. B., pl. 22—Biytn, Cat. 928—Horsr., Cat. 
263—Turdus rostratus, Hopeson. 


Tue Larae Brown Tarvsa. 

Descr.—Above, dark olive-brown, tinged with dusky-cinerous, 
browner on the wings, and the feathers faintly edged darker ; be- 
neath, chin and throat white ; sides of the neck olive-brown, with 
dark centres to the feathers, tending to become white, with dark 
spots, on the centre of the breast ; middle of the abdomen, vent and 
under tail-coverts, white, with olive-brown specks; flanks and thigh- 
coverts tinged with pale-ashy. 

Bill horny-brown ; legs pale brown, irides dark brown. Length 
varies from 10 to 12 inches; wing from 5} to 6; tail 3 to 3}-; bill 
at front 1} to 14; tarsus 1} to 14. 

This remarkable bird is found all through the Himalayan range, 
from Mussoorce to Darjecling, but nothing is known of its manners. 
The bill occasionally becomes unusually long, as in a specimen in 
the Asiatic Society's Museum. The coloring reminds the naturalist 
of many of the true Ant-Thrushes of S. America. 

Blyth has described another species, Z. marginata, from the Khasia 
hills and Arracan; and Layard another from Ceylon, Z. tmbricata. 
Myiothera andromeda, Temm., from Java and Sumatra, appears, 
from the figure, in Pl. Col. 392, to be rightly placed as a Zoothera 
by Hartlaub and Bonaparte. 

The remainder of the family of short winged Thrushes consists 
chiefly of the so-called Ant-Thrushes of §. America, Formicarius, 
Formicivora, Grallaria, Myiothera, &c., of authors. They are 
mostly small birds of brown and spotted plumage, as are the Wrens 
and allied birds, such as Merulaxis, Scytalopus, Thriothorus, &c., 
;Which also enter this family. Gray includes among his Formicarine, 
several Malayan genera, which are more generally assigned to 
the Timaline group, such as Malucopteron, Alcippe, Trichastoma, 


* Since. the above was in type, I have obtained the egg of Zoothera marginata, 
like that of Pitts, white, with a Sew rusty brown spots. 
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_Macronous, Dymoeataphus, Turdinus, Setornis, and Turdirostrum, 
Two of these have representatives in India, and their situation in’ 
the natural system will be considered hereafter. 

Sub-fam. Meru.inz, True Thrushes. 

Sny. Turdinw, Gray and others. 

Bill of moderate length, rather stout, narrow throughout, com- 
pressed at the tip; culmen straight at the base, slightly curved at 
the tip, and notched; nostrils basal, exposed; gape with a few 
very slight rictal bristles; wings tolerably long and broad, some- 
what pointed; Ist quill very small, 3rd and 4th usually sub-equal 
and longest ; tail moderate, nearly even; tarsus of moderate length, 
the anterior.scute more or less united; toes long and stout, lateral 
toes nearly equal; claws moderately curved, stout. 

The birds composing this sub-family, the Thrushes and 
Blackbirds, are found in every part of the world. They are 
mostly of plain and sombre colours, many black; others brown, 
spotted beneath; in one group more or less blue. They are 
chiefly sylvan in their habits, frequenting woods and gardens, a 
few only preferring open country. They feed usually on the 
ground, on which they hop, their chief food being insects, mollusks, 
and earthworms; with several (especially in winter), also fruits and 
berries, At this season, too, several are gregarious, Their flight is 
somewhat undulating, but strong and vigorous. 

The true Thrushes unite to the Myiotherine, as already noticed ; 
they also appear to join, on the other side, with the %imaline by 
means of some of the American short-winged Thrushes, such as 
Mimus ; and to pass into the Saxicoling by some of the African 
Thrushes related to Orocetes: viz., Bessonornis and others. 

_ The first group comprises the Blue Rock-thrushes (which may 
be called the Saxicoline Thrushes) and their affines. 


Gen. Petrocossyrius, Boie. 


Syn. Petrocincla, Vigors. Rock-thrushes. 

Char.—Bill moderate or rather long, slender, straight, moder« 
ately hooked at the tip, entire, or with a faint indication of a 
notch; nostrils round, apert, with the frontal plumes advanced 
to their base; rictal bristles short, numerous; wings long, some: 
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what pointed, 3rd quill longest, 2nd and 4th only a little shorter ; 
tail rather short, even; tarsus and toes. moderate; the scut» 
distinct ; lateral toes very slightly unequal; claws small, slender, 
moderately curved. 

The Blue Rock-thrushes are found over the greater part of the 
Old World (not in Australia) ; and frequent desert, rocky and open 
ground. There are only a few species, which very closely resem- 
ble each other. 


351. Petrocossyphus cyaneus, Liv. 


Turdus apud Linnzus—Biytu, Cat. 960—P. pandoo, Syxzs, 
Cat. 64 (the male)—P. maal, Sykes, Cat. 65 (the fomale)— 
JeRvon, Cut. 81—JeRpvon, Ill. Ind. Orn., pl. 20—P. longirostris, 
Buyru,J. A. S., XVIL, 150-—P. affinis, BLyrn, Cat. 961— 
Horsr., Cat. 254—Shama, H., in the South of India,—Pandu, 
Mahr.—Poda kachi-pitta, Tcl—Ningri-pho, Lepch. 

Tue BLuEn Rock-THRUSH. 


Descr.—Male, throughout of a dull indigo or Antwerp blue, 
more or less marked with dusky, and the feathers of the abdomen, 
vent, and under tail-coverts, pale tipped: in some specimens with 
a tinge of deep ferruginous on the feathers of these parts. 

The female is dingy greyish-brown, with a faini blue or ashy 
tinge, greyer on the tail; some of the feathers edged with whitish, 
and the under-parts fulvescent-greyish, with dusky cross-bands’; 
some being rofescent on the lower parts, especially on the vent and 
under tail-coverts. 

In some the tail is nearly even, in others the outer tail-featherg 
are half an inch shorter than the penultimate pair. 

Bill and legs black; irides deep brown. Length 84 to 9 inches; 
wing 44 to 5; extent 14; tail 33 to 4; bill at front % to 9 ; 
tarsus 1. 

Colonel Sykes separated the Indian Rock-thrush from the: 
giuropean one, and in this is followed by Horsfield in his Catalogue. 
Blyth united them in his Catalogue, but subsequently described a 
P. longirostris from Cashmere, which he has since referred to the 
European race eyaneus ; and on carefully examining specimens from 
Europe with Indian ones of pandoo, in company with Mr, Blyth, we 
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agreed that these could not be separated. Indian specimens ate 
apparently deeper blue, but this may depend on season, this bird 
being only a winter visitant in India; and though, in some speci- 
mens, the bill is shorter than in those from Europe, yet others with 
equally long beaks are met with. 

Mr. Blyth has lately also joined both his affinis from Darjeeling 
and Burmah, and manillensis from China and the Philippines, to the 
European species, making the following varicties :—a. lungirosiris, 
Bl., from Cashmere and Afghanistan, precisely the same as the bird 
from Europe; b. pandoo, Sykes, from Western and Southern India ; 
c. affinis, BI., from Sikhim, Lower Bengal, and Burmah; d. manii- 
lensis, Auct., from China and the Philippines. 

In deference to Mr. Blyth’s matured opinion, I have put afinis 
us a synonym of P. cyaneus; but I cannot do the same with 
manillensis, and I am in great doubts about the identity of affinis. 
It generally has the blue more vivid than in cyaneus ; the dusky 
markings being less developed; there is generally more or less 
deep ferruginous here and there, sometimes on the rump, and 
occasionally in the lower plumage; and the outer tail-feathers are 
generally shorter than the penultimate pair. The female, too, is 
generally more tinged with blue above, and the ground-tint of the 
lower-parts are more rafescent than in the female of cyaneus. The 
young bird has the light markings of the nestling plumage much 
more white above, and more rufescent beneath. Mr. Blyth him- 
self was first led to change his previous opinion of the diversity of 
these two races, by shooting two birds in Burmah, in succession, upon 
the same tree, on the following days, close under a deep rock-cut- 
ting, one of which had the onter tail-feathers shorter, the other not; 
and which he would have referred respectively to P. afinis and 
P. cyaneus, if he had received them from different localities. 

It will be observed that, of these races or varieties, each race occu- 
pies a peculiar range of longitude; cyaneus (with pandoo) on the west 
range, without any admixture of rufous; manillensis on the extreme, 
east, with the whole abdomen chesnut; and afinis, between the 
two, sometimes with, sometimes without, any rufous. When speci- 
mens in sutmmer plumage from various ‘points along the North 
‘of Asis have been compared, perhaps a more correct judgment 
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will be obtained of the distinctness or otherwise of these races, 
Is it possible that afinis can be a fertile hybrid between manillen- 
sis and cyaneus ? ; 

The Blue Rock-thrush, as given in our synonyms, inhabits the 
whole of India. The variety without any admixture of rufous in 
the N. W. Himalayas, and throughout the West and the South of 
India; the variety, afinis, in the 8. EK, Himalayas, occasionally in’ 
Lower Bengal, and extending into Assam and Burmah. 

The former variety is common on the Neilgherries, in open and 
rocky ground ; more rare in the Carnatic, on stony hills; very com- 
mon in the Deccan and Central India; and, according to Mr. Elliot, 
very abundant along the Northern portion of the West coast. 
Hence it extends through N. W. India to Sindh, Cashmere, and the 
N. W. Himalayas. In the Deccan, and the west of India, it is 
quite a familiar bird, perching on a house-top, feeding 
about stables, and frequently even entering verandahs, and 
sheltering itself during the heat of the day on beams and the eaves 
of houses. It always feeds on the ground, chiefly on coleoptera, 
ants, &c., and is quite solitary in its habits. As previously noticed, 
it is only a winter visitor to India, coming in about Octo- 
ber, and retiring tothe North in April. It has avery sweet 
song, which it warbles forth, even in India, for some time before 
it quits the country, not whilst it is feeding, but during the heat 
of the day where it happens to have taken shelter. It is supposed. 
to be the ‘Sparrow’ of our English version of the Scriptures, that 
sitteth alone on the house-top. It is found over most of 
Europe and Asia, and the North of Africa. lt is called the 
Shéma on theBombay coast and the Deccan, where it is caught 
and prized as a songster; the real Shdma being the Copsychus 
macrourus. 

I observed the Eastern variety only at Darjeeling, in open forest 
and cleared land, and it appeared to me to be much more shy than 
the other, and shuns the haunts of man. Blyth tells me, however, 
that he was struck with the familiarity of this bird in Burmah; 
and Tytler assured him that it visited the station of Barrack- _ 
pore, near Calcutta, every season, where Blyth also states ‘that. he : 


has since observed it. 
3T 
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Lesson has a Petrocinela castaneocollis, from the Himalayas, which 
I cannot identify ; so add a brief description taken from the Revue 
Zoologique, 1840. 

Male, above undulated with brown, black and grey; the upper 
tail-coverts ferruginous ; cheeks black ; fore-part of the neck, from 
the chin, maronne-red: lower neck and breast whitish; flanks 
and belly ferruginous ; tail and wings brownish, The female is 
brownish above, beneath whitish-grey, with slight brown undula- 
tions. 

This may be a state of GOrdcetes erythrogaster ; but it does not 
sufficiently correspond. 

There are no other recorded species of Petrocossyphus besides 
those mentioned here. 


Gen. Oroceres, Gray. 


Syn. Petrophila, Swains. 

Char.—Bill moderately short, straight, tolerably curved at the 
tip, which is entire; nostrils overhung by a few nareal bristles ; 
rictal bristles longer and stronger than in the last genus; wings 
somewhat short; 3rd quill longest, 2nd sub-cqual to it; tail even 
or slightly rounded; tarsus and toes a little shorter than in Petro- 
cossyphus; tarsal scutw indistinct; lateral toes unequal. 

This genus was instituted by Swainson for the Petrocincla 
cinclorhyncha of Vigors; which, as Mr. Blyth remarks, is of a 
more Chat-like form than the last birds, and approximates Turdus- 
saatilis of Europe. The following species, described and figured 
as a Petrocincla, i rightly placed in this genus by Bonaparte. 


-3852. Orocetes erythrogastra, Vicors. 


Pe trocincla apud Vicors—GovuLp, Cent. Him. B., pl. 13—Blyth, 
Cat. 959—Horsr., Cat. 252—-P. rufiventris, JaRp. and SELBY, 
Il Orn., pl. 129—P. ferrugineoventris, Lesson—Mingri-pho 
Lepch. 

THe CHESNUT-BELLIED THRUSH. 


Deser.—Head above, shoulders, and rump, bright light blue; back 
and wings duller blue, often more or less edged. with whitish or 
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pale brown; lores, ear-coverts, and sides of neck, black ; threat 
and fore-neck dull blue, edged with dusky-greyish; breast, belly, 
neck, and under tail-coverts, deep chesnut rufous; tail dull blue 
with the inner webs dusky. 

The female is ashy-brown above, some of the feathers faintly 
edged darker ; lores, ear-coverts, and sides of neck, mixed fulvous 
and brown; a slight superciliary stripe from the gape, and spot on 
the side of the neck, fulvous; beneath, the chin and throat, pale 
fulvous; the rest mottled brown and fulvous, each feather being 
fulvous, with a brown tip and bar. 

Bill black; legs brown; irides dark brown. Length 93 inches; 
extent 15; wing 5; tail 4; bill at front 3; tarsus 14. 

In some adult males, there is a white patch apparent oni the 
throat, formed by the base of some of the feathers, which is 
perhaps a sexual mark. 

Young males have the head and neck brown, with pale spots; 
wings and tail blue, and the lower plumage fulvous, with dark 
bars. The young female is dusky-brownish, with light spots 
above; whitish beneath, passing to fulvous, with dark and rufous 
bars. 

This Thrush has hitherto, I believe, only been found inthe 
Himalayas,* generally at a considerable elevation. It is not rare 
about Darjeeling, frequenting high forest, feeding on the ground on 
various insects, and, when disturbed, taking refuge in high trees. 

It is not a typical species of Orocetes ; having, by its more length- 
ened form and coloration, tendencies to the last genus, with which 
it has generally been placed. 


353. Orocetes cinclorhynchus, Vicors. 
Petrocincla apud Vieors—Goutp, Cent, Him. Birds, pl.19— 
Sykes, Cat. 66—JeRpon, Cat. 82—Buiyra, Cat, 963-—-Horsr., 
Cat. 256—Kvrishen patti, Nepal. 
Tur BLUE-HEADED CHAT-THRUSH. 
Deser.—Male, head, nape, and shoulders of the wings, pale blue ; 
lores, ear-coverts, back and wings, black, tinged with dusky-blue — 











# 4 have lately shot it on the Khasia Hills. 
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on the back, and on some of the wing-coverts and quills; a white 
wing-spot, formed by a white bar on the outer webs of the secon- 
daries ; rump and upper tail-coverts ferruginous ; tail black, edged 
with blue; chin pale blue; breast, abdomen, and under tail-coverts 
ferruginous. 

Female, brownish-olive above, yellowish-white beneath, tinged 
with rufous on the breast, and barred crosswise with olive- 
brown. | 

Bill brownish-black; legs reddish-brown ; irides hazel-brown. 
Length 74 inches; wing 4,1,; tail 2}; bill at front 9;; tarsus? 

This Thrush appears to inhabit the whole of the [limalayan range, 
migrating to the plains in winter, in small numbers. It also is 
foufid on the slopes of the Neilgherries, the upland forests of 
Malabar, and along the chain of Westcrn Ghats as far north 
as the latitude of Bombay. It has been occasionally procured 
in the neighbourhood of Calcutta. It frequents forests and thickly- 
wooded districts, is usually solitary, though I have seen four or 
five together, and it appears to feed much on various fruits and 
berries. Mr. Blyth kept onc in captivity for some time, and says that 
it has a sweet plaintive, and tolerably loud song, delivered in the 
manner of a Robin’s song. 

Allied to this bird is the genus Letrocinela, as restricted by 
Bonaparte, which includes the P. sawatilis of Europe, P. eremita of 
the Philippines, and two African species ; and perhaps Bessonornis, 
with many species, all of them African, should be placed here rather 
than with the Sazicoline. 


Gen. Grocicuna, Kubl. 


Char.—Bill moderate, stout, compressed, straight ; culmon gently 
arched throughout, tolerably hooked at the tip, and slightly 
notched; nostrils lengthened; a small nude spot behind the eye ; 
wings and tail moderate, or rather short ; tarsus slightly length- 
ened ; lateral toes short, nearly equal. 

This group comprises several Ground Thrushes, with somewhat 
similar colours to the last birds ; viz., dull blue and ferruginous : 
but it also includes some coloured more like Blackbirds, They are 
.peculiar to the Indian region. 
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354. Geocichla cyanotus, J. and S. 


Turdus apud Jarpine and Sexy, Ill. Orn., pl. 46~SyxKezs, 
Cat. 63—JERDON, Cat. 84—Buyru. Cat. 957—Horsr., Cat. 
260—Tin rang ka Kasturi, U1, i. ¢., the Three-coloured Thrush. 
— Yerra poninki, Tel., 7. e, the Red Thrush. 


Tre WHITE-WINGED GROUND-THRUSH. 


Descr.—Wiead, nape, hind-neck, and sides of neck, ferruginous ; 
the rest of the plumage above dull cyaneous or leaden; wings 
and tail dusky, the former with a white spot on the median wing- 
coverts, and the outer feather of the tail also tipped with white ; 
lores white ; ear-coverts white in the centre, continued down the 
sides of the neck, and with a brown spot above and below the 
latter, passing into ferruginous, and bordering the white of the ears ; 
beneath, the chin, throat, and neck, white; the breast, abdomen 
and flanks, bright ferruginous, and the vent and under tail-coverts, 
white. 

The female differs from the male only in the colours being less 
pure. 

Bill blackish; legs fleshy-brown; irides dark brown. Length 
8} inches; extent 14; wing 4}; tail 3; bill at front 4,; tarsus 1,5. 

The White-wimged Ground-thrush is peculiar to the jungles of 
Southern India, extending as far as Goomscor on the east coast, 
and to Bombay on the west side of India. It is most abundant in 
the forests of, Malabar and Wynaad, but is not rare in the jungles 
of the Eastern ghats. It prefers bamboo-jungles, feeds on ‘the 
ground, and generally perches low. Its food is chiefly insects, 
such as ants, cockroaches, and beetles; but, not unfrequently, also 
-stony fruit. It has rather a swect song, not often heard, however. 
Mr. Ward procured the nest in N, Canara, made of roots and grass, 
placed at no great height from the ground; and the eggs, three in 
number, were pale bluish, speckled with brown. 


355. Geocichla citrina, Latnam. 


Turdus apud Larnam.—Buytn, Cat. 956—~Honrsr., Cat. 259—~ 
T. Macei, Tpmminck, Pl. Col., 445—T. lividus, Ticker1—T, 
rubecula apud McLeLLanp—Déma, Beng.—Hamshi-bong, Lepch. 
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THE ORANGE-HEADED GROUND-THRUSH. 

Deser.—The whole head, neck, and lower plumage, pale brownish- 
orange; the chin and throat paling and albescent; the rest of the 
upper plumage blue-grey; a small white wing-spot on the median 
wing-coverts, and the primary coverts tipped black ; lower part of 
abdomen paling towards the vent, which, with the lower tail- 
coverts, is white, 

Bill horny-black ; legs fleshy ; irides dark brown. Length 82 
inches; extent 144; wing 4}; tail 3; bill at front 2; tarsus 1}. 

The female differs slightly, being tinged with olivaceous on the 
back, wings, and tail. A specimen in the Mus. As. Soc., Calcutta, 
from Dehra Doon, appears to be somewhat intermediate between 
this and the last species. The ears are mottled white and rusty ; 
there is more white on the chin, and some on the breast and upper 
part of the abdomen; but this color appears to be accidentally 
present, several of the feathers of the back being also white. 

This Thrush is found throughout the whole range of the Hima- 
layas, not exceeding an elevation of from 4,000 to 5,000 feet. It 
is also found in most of the forests and well-wooded districts of 
Northern and Central India, extending rarely as low as North lati- 
tude 16°. I procured it from the jungles of the Eastern Ghats, 
inhabiting the same locality as the last species, though much more 
rare. It has also been obtained in Goomsoor; in the neighbourhood 
of Calcutta, where quite common in the cold season; and in the 
forests of Central India. I procured specimens in Sikhim, but only 
in the warmer valleys. It extends through Assam to Burmah. 

The Orange-headed Thrush keeps to woods and shady gardens ; 

and, like the last, prefers bamboo-jungle. It feeds on the ground 
on insects, turning over the leaves to find them ; and, as remarked 
by Blyth, often having its bill clogged with mud, from feeding in 
damp spots. It is shy and silent in general; but, during the 
breeding season, the male has a pretty song. Hutton found the 
nest at Mussooree in the forks of high trees, made of grasses, moss, 
stalks, and roots; and with three or four eggs, pale greenish, 
freckled. with rufous, forming a sort of patch at.the upper end. 

Closely allied species are G. innotata, Bl., from the Andamans, 
Nicobars, and Penang, rather.darker, and wanting the white wing- 


MERULINA. 619 


spot; G. rubecula, Horsf., from Java; and G. rubiginosa, Mull, 
apud Bonaparte, from Malayana, if indeed this be distinct from 
Horsfield’s bird. | 

The next species shows a different type of coloring, and leads 
to the Blackbirds. 


356. Geocichla unicolor, Tickext. 


Turdus apua TickELL—BLytTH, Cat. 954—Horsr., Cat. 261— 
Petroc-homochroa, Hopeson—Desi Pawai, H.—Machasah, Beng, 
Poda palisa, Tel. 


Tut Dusky GROUND-THRUSH. 


Deser.—Male, above uniform dusky slaty ash-color; chin nearly 
white; throat pale ashy; breast ashy; abdomen and lower tail-coverts 
white; under wing-coverts and flanks of abdomen ferruginous. 

The female is olive-brown above, ashy about the rump; ear-co- 
verts ashy brown, with light shafts; beneath, the chin and throat 
albescent, or very pale ashy, bordered by a dark stripe from the 
base of the lower mandible, and the feathers of the throat and 
neck streaked with dusky-brown ; the breast and sides ashy-brown, 
tinged with fulvous, or olive-brown on the flanks; belly, vent, and 
lower tail-coverts, white. 

Bill dusky-yellow ; cyelids and gape yellow; legs brownish- 
yellow; irides brown. Length 9 inches; extent 144; wing 43; 
tail 645 bill at front 145 tarsus 14. 

This Ground-thrush is found throughout the whole extent of 
the Himalayas, migrating in winter to various of the more wooded 
districts in the plains of India. It is tolerably common about 
Calcutta: Tickell procured it in Central India; and I obtained it 
from the Eastern Ghats and the Deccan, but I did not find it in 
the Malabar forests. It appears to be more abundant in the.N, 
W. Himalayas than towards the South-east; and it isnot common in 
Sikhim. Adams states that it is the ‘Song Thrush’ of Cashmere; 
with a song something like that of the Blackbird, but of fewer 

- notes, and not so much varied. Hutton obtained the nest at.Mus- 
sooree in June, made of roots and moss, usually placed against the 
body of atree, whore some twigs jut out, or on a horizontal branch ; 
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the eggs, three or four in number, are dull greenish-white, speckled, 
blotched, and spotted with rufous. 

Bonaparte, in his Conspectus, includes in this genus, Merula 
castanea and AL. nestor of Gould, the former Indian, and the latter 
Australian; but I think that these rank much better with the 
Blackbird group. 

The next two birds, which I place together, are intermediate 
between the Ground-thrushes and the Blackbirds, the males being 
black and white and the females more or less olive-brown above. 
To this type, Bonaparte has given the name of Cichloselys, of which 
Turdus cardis, Tem., is the type. Hodgson, however, appears 
previously to have named the group Turdulus (as a division of 
Oreocincla), with Turdus Wardii as the type. As these two forms 
appear to me to be the same, I shall adopt Hodgson’s name. 


Gen. TurpuLus, Hodgson. 
Syn. Cichloselys, Bonap. 
Char.—Bill rather short, something like that of Geocichla, 
generally yellow; tarsus rather short. Males coloured black and 
white; females dingy olive or brown. Otherwise as in Merula. 


357. Turdulus Wardii, Jrerpon. 


Turdus apnd Jerpon, Ill Ind. Orn., pl. 8—2nd Suppl. Cat. 
84 bis—BLYTH, Cat. 953—HorsrF., Cat. 658— Zocthera melano- 
leuca, HARTLAUB—T. micropus and T, picoides, Hopason. 


Warp’s Pirp-Buackpirp. 


. Deser.—Male, above with the whole head and neck black; eye- 
streak, a patch on the shoulders of the wings, tips of all the coverts, 
especially the medial coverts, white; tertiaries and secondaries 
also tipped white, the latter slightly, and the primaries narrowly 
edged with the same; upper tail-coverts also tipped ; tail with the 
central feathers slightly white-tipped, the rest of the feathers suc- 
vessively more broadly so, but chiefly on the inner webs, and 
increasing in amount to the outermost, which has the inner web 
white for two-thirds of its length ; the web black nearly to the tip. 

The female is pale brownish above; the eye-streak, tips of the 
wing-ooverts and of the tertiaries, fulvous-white; upper tail-coverts 
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and tips of the tail-feathers whitish; beneath fulvous-white, varie- 
gated with dusky; under tail-coverts pure white ; the feathers of 
the throat, breast and flanks, with dusky spots; axillaries pure 
white. 
Bill and legs yellow; irides brown. Length 8} to 9 inches ; 
wing 455, ; tail 3g; bill at front ?; tarsus 1,3. 

This Pied Blackbird is spread, but very sparingly, through the 
Himalayas, and during the winter in the plains of India. I first 
procured it, through Mr. Ward, from the foot of the Neilgherries, 
and afterwards obtained two specimens at Nellore in the Carnatic. 
Hodgson procured it in Nepal ; and it has also been obtained in the 
N. W. Himalayas, where it is far from uncommon. 

Those which I obtained at Nellore, in the beginning of April, 
were in a large mango-grove, and were feeding on the pround 
on various insects. They were probably then migrating to the 
Himalayas. Whether those birds met with, near the Neilgherries 
also migrate northwards, or are permanent residents on the 
Neilgherries, and other mountain ranges, cannot now be decided. . 
It has also been found in Ceylon. I am not acquainted with 
the vocal powers of this handsome species. 


358. Turdulus cardis, Trem. 


Turdus apud Temminok, Pl. Col., 518—G. dissimilis, Buyru, 
J. ALS, XVI, 144—&. G. unicolor, old male, Burra, *olim 
(the female). 


THE VARIABLE PIED-BLACKBIRD. 


Descr.—Male—Whole head, neck, breast, and upper plumage, 
black; beneath, from the breast, white; the abdomen and vent with 
broad black bars ; bill and legs yellow. 

The female is olive-brown, tinged with cinereous, all the feathers 
being cinereous at the base; lores and ear-coverts brown, the latter 
with some of the feathers pale-shafted; a small supercilium and 
orbits buff; beneath, the chin and throat white, tinged ferrugi- 
nous : a dark brown streak from the lower mandible down the sides 
of the neck ; breast pale cinereous-brown, with some darker brown 
spots, which pasa into the brown neck-stripe; the sides of the 
abdomen and of the breast rich bright ferruginous. . 

30 
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Bill dusky-yellow ; legs yellowish; irides brown. Length 8} 
inches; wing 44; tail 3; bill at front 14; tarsus 1,4. 

The male of this Blackbird resembles the last; but differs in 
wanting the white markings on the upper plumage, being thus 
more allied to the true ‘ Blackbirds.’ 


The male bird has not, to my knowledge, been obtained in India; 
but the female was procured by Mr. Blyth in the neighbourhood of 
Calcutta, and, though at first considered distinct, was afterwards 
referred to Geocichla unicolor as a fully adult or old male. It. is 
chiefly an inhabitant of China and Japan, probably migrating 
southward during the winter, and will most probably be found in 
Upper Burmah. The female so much resembles the coloration of 
Turdus chrysolaus, Temm., Pl. Col., 537, that, judging from the 
figure alone, I cannot help suspecting their identity. 


Very probably, other species should be included in this group: 
among others, Turdus sibiricus, Gmel. (7. leucocillus, Pall.) ; 7. 
mutabilis, ‘Tem., of Java, formerly confounded with the last by 
Bonaparte ; and, I strongly suspect, Turdus interpres, Kuhl, of Java, 
which Bonaparte classes as a Geocichla, and which chiefly differs 
from 7. Wardii, m having a chesnut head and nape. Gray’s Z'urdus 
avensis, which Blyth suspects to be allicd to Enicurus, appears to 
me to be the same bird, or is, at all events, a very nearly allied 
species. Perhaps, also 7. terrestris, Kittl., (T. aonalasckke, Gmel., 
Myiothera passerina, of the Leyden Museum) belongs here. 


Gen. Meruna, Leach. 


Char.—Bill slightly lengthened, compressed at the tip, and 
notched; nostrils feathered at the base; rictal bristles short and 
strong ; tarsus of moderate length ; feet strong; wings long; 2nd 
quill shorter than 5th, which is nearly as long as the 3rd and 4th; 
tail square or nearly so. 

The ‘Blackbirds’ form a group of nearly allied species, fram most 
parts of the world, chiefly of black plumage, with yellow or orange- 
colored bills. They are remarkable for their fine power of voice. 
We possess three species in India, and Ceylon has another. . 
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359. Merula nigropileus, Lafr. 

Turdus apud LarrEsnavE—BELANGER, Voy-dans L’Inde— 
Buytn Cat. 949—M. brachypus, BLyro—Jerpon, 2nd Suppl. 
Cat. 83 bis—Horsr., Cat. 657 (in part)—Kasturi, H.—Poda palisa, 
Tel. 

Tue BLACK-CAPPED BLACKBIRD, 


Descr.—Male, head, with the lores, cheekssand nape, deep black; 
back, rump, wings and tail, dark blackish, or fuscous-ashy, tinged 
with brown on the interscapularg ; chin blackish : neck, all round to 
the nape (contrasting there strongly with the black of the crown) ; 
and the lower-parts brownish-ashy, paler on the belly, and passing 
to white on the vent; under tail-coverts mingled white and ashy. 

Bill, cyelids, and gape, orange-ycllow; legs brownish-yellow ; 
irides brown. Length 9}inches; wing not quite 5 ; tail 34; tarsus 
1,3 bill at front 5. 

The female differs in being altogether paler, the white of the 
vent spreading over more of the abdominal region, and the cap 
being dusky-brown. The tail is quite square, and the wings reach 
to less than two inches from the end of the tail. The color of this 
species fades very much in dried specimens, the black changing to 
dusky brown. 

This Blackbird is found, occasionally, throughout the greater 
part of the South of India, in the plains during the cold weather 
only; but is a permanent resident on the hilly regions of the south, 
at a moderate elevation. 

It is found in Coorg, Wynaad, and other parts of the Western 
Ghits; also on the Eastern Ghats of Nellore, and in some of the 
higher table-lands in Central India, as im Bustar and Jalna, I 
have killed it in my own garden, at Nellore in the Carnatic; at 
Tellicherry, and other places at low elevation. I never saw it on 
the Neilgherries. 

Like other Blackbirds, it feeds much on the ground on snails, 
soft insects, and occasionally on fruit. At Nellore, I found that it 
lived almost entirely on the pretty Helix bistrialis, so common in 
hedge-rows in the Carnatic. I heard its song at Tellicherry towards 
the end of the cold weather, but only very early ia the morning, 
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long before sunrise. Ialso heard it in Bustar in April, when it 
was breeding. It is not nearly so powerful, or so fine, aa that of its 
Neilgherry or Ceylon congener. Mr. Ward obtained the nest in 
Sirci, in North Canara, made of roots, grass, &c., and with three 
eggs, pele blue spotted with brown. 


360. Merula simillima, Jervon. 
Turdus apud JERDON, Cat. 83-—-Br.yrH Cat. 948—Horsr. Cat. 657. 


Tus Neitgurrry BLACKBIRD. 


Descr.—Male, entirely black, conspicuously darker on the head 
and back of neck; somewhat lighter beneath, and tinged with 
dusky-brownish. 

The female is dusky olive-brown above; the same, but lighter, 
beneath, 

Bill, eyelids and gape, deep orange; legs dusky-yellow; claws 
yellow; irides dark brown. Length 10} inches; wing 5; extent 
16; tail rather more than 4; bill at front nearly 1; tarsus 14. 

The young bird resembles the female, but, as usual, is spotted. 

This Blackbird is very similar to the European bird, more so 
perhaps than any other of the Eastern species, except the M. Kinnisti 
of the loftier elevations of Ceylon. It differs in being rather 
smaller in size, in being of not quite so deep a black, and in having 
yellow instead of brown legs. Horsfield, in his Catalogue, gives it 
as synonymous with nigropileus ; and, under M. mandarina, includes 
a specimen from Madras. In his Appendix, however, he corrects 
this, stating that the specimen from Madras was my simillima. 
Others had, however, at one time considered simillima and nigropi- 
leus identical; but they are very distinct, as well in colour and 
structure, as in habit and distribution, The Neilgherry bird is 
much the larger of the two, more black, which in nigropileus 
contrasts very strongly with the rest of the plumage; the tail is 
more rounded, whilst it is even in nigropileus; and the females 
also differ very considerably. _ 

The Neilgherry Blagkbird has hitherto only been found on the 

! and Pulney hills; but I have little 
doubt: that it will: found on the other high plateaus of 
Southern India, It frequents the dense woods on the top of the 
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Neilgherries, coming to the skirts of the woods occasionally, and 
not unfrequently entering gardens. It feeds on Snails, Glow-worms, 
caterpillars, and other soft insects, but also lives a good deal on fruit, 
especially on the hill gooseberry (Physalis peruviana), now 
so perfectly acclimatized there. Its charming song, so like that of 
its European congener, is familiar to residents at Ootacamund ; . 
and, during the spring, is perhaps more heard in cloudy weather, 
and during slight rain, or towards an evening, than in bright sun- 
shiny days. I have frequently found the nest, made of roots 
and moss, usually with four eggs, pale blue with dusky-brown 
spots. 


361. Merula boulboul, Latu. 


Lanius apud Latuam*—B iytu, Cat. 947—Horsr., Cat. 
275—Turdus pecilopterus, Vicors—-GouLp, Cent. Him. Birds, 
pl. 14—Kasturi, I.—/atariya Masaicha, Beng.—Phoyiong-pho, 
Lepch.— Chomam, Bhot. 

Tue Grey-wingrkp BLACKBIRD. 

Deser.—Male, above black, with a large wing-spot, formed by 
the outer webs of the middle quills, and the greater wing-coverts, 
pale silvery ashy-grey ; beneath somewhat paler black, tending to 
dusk y-ashy. 

The female is brownish-ashy, paler beneath, and the wing-spot 
rufescent-whitish. The young, as usual, are spotted with pale 
rufescent; and in some very old birds the wing-spot becomes 
almost white. 

Bill, orbits, and legs, deep yellow. Length 10} inches; wing 
54; tail 4; bill at front $; tarsus 14. 

The Grey-winged Blackbird is found throughout the whole ex- 
tent of the Himalayas, keeping generally to an elevation from 
5,000 to 8,000 feet. It is tolerably common, but rather shy, and 
does not show itself in the open, or in gardens, so much as the 
Neilgherry Blackbird; and its song is, I think, hardly equal to 
that of the Neilgherry bird. I obtained the nest at Darjeeling, 
made of twigs, roots, and moss, and with three or four eggs ofa 








* Bonaparte does net allow Latham’s name to be applicable to this species, but 


appropriates it to an African Dryoscopus, and retains Vigors’s name, 
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pale blue-green, with numerous light brown spots. It is oeca- 
sionally caged. in the N. W. Provinces, and Blyth has kept speci- 
mens for years in Calcutta. He tells me that it is sometimes, 
though rarely, captured in Lower Bengal. 

The next specics are allied to the M. torquata of Europe, and 
with it, too, have been separated under the name of Zhoracocincla, 
which, however, I shall not adopt as a genus. 


362. Merula albocincta, Roytz. 
Il. Him. Bot., pl. 8, f£. 83—T. albicollis, RoyLe--T. collaris, 
Sorsei—Btiyts, Cat. 950—Horsr., Cat. 276—M. nivicollis, 
Hopeson. 


Tok WitiTe-COLLARED OUZEL. 


Descr.—Male, dingy black, slightly glossed above, and dull 
beneath; chin, throat, fore-neck, and wide collar round the nape 
and hind-neck, a somewhat dingy white ; feathers of the vent white- 
shafted. 

The female is dusky-brown, paler beneath ; the throat white, with 
some dusky shafts, and a light greyish brown collar. 

Bill and orbits deep yellow; legs dingy yellow; irides dark 
brown. Length 11 inches; wing 5; tail 44; bill at front 7; tarsus 
1. The tail is slightly rounded. 

The White-collared or Himalayan Ring-ouzel is found through- 
out the Himalayas, but, generally, at a greater elevation than the 
last species. I only saw it, myself, at Tongloo in Sikhim, 10,000 
feet high, in the month of April, and heard its song there. In 
winter it descends lower, but it is not a common bird near 
Darjeeling. 

363. Merula castanea, Govtp. 

P. Z. S.,1835—Biyrn Cat. 951—Horsr., Cat. 277—Gray 

Gen. of Birds, pl. 56—Turd. rubrocanus, Hopason. 
Tae GREY-HEADED OUZEL, 


Deser.—Male, head, neck and throat, cinerascent-white, or 
greyish, dark and brownish on the crown, albescent on the throat 
and fore-neck; the vest of the plumage ef 2 light chesnut-bay 
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colour, darker on the interscapulars, and paler and brighter be- 
neath ; wings dusky or blackish; the tertiaries edged with brown; 
tail blackish, the under tail-coverts mingled deep brown, or black, 
and white. 

The female has the colours less intense ; the head and neck more 
ashy brown, and the chin and throat alone nearly white ; the 
wings and tail brown, with the outermost feathers of the latter, in 
some, tipped with white; lower tail-coverts brown and white. 

Bill, orbits and legs, yellow; irides brown. Length 104 inches ; 
wing 5}; extent 16; tail 44; bill at front nearly 1; tarsus 1}. 

This anomalously coloured Ouzel, generally referred to the 
Blackbird group, was considered a Geocichla by Bonaparte, and its 
coloration shows a tendency to that group ; but its general structure 
is more Meruline. It has, indeed, been considered by some to be 
a pale varicty of M. albocincta, but I consider it distinct, and 
Hutton, who has had many opportunities of observing this bird, also 
denies this, asserting that the Grey-headed Ouzel associates in 
large parties (in the winter, I presume), whilst the Ring Ouzel is 
always solitary, like Blackbirds in general. I procured a few spe- 
cimens of this Ouzel at Darjeeling, in winter only; and it is 
not very common there, frequenting open forests. 

Other Eastern Blackbirds are M. Kinnisii, Kelaart, from the 
mountains of Ceylon, and M. leucogaster, Blyth, from the Munni- 
pore hills. J. mandarina, from China, has been already alluded 
to, very like YW. vulgaris, but with much stouter bill; AZ fumidus, 
Miill., apud Bonaparte, from Sumatra, Java, Timor, &c., is the only 
other Eastern Blackbird recorded ; but there are several from Ame- 
rica. MM, vulgaris of Europe has been found in Afghanistan, and 
is said to occur also in Cashmere, where Capt. Brownlow assured 
Mr. Blyth that it is common at an elevation of from 10,000 to 
18,000 ft.: the late Lieut. ‘Trotter assured the same naturalist that 
it decidedly does not occur in the Peshawur District. A very 
temarkable species, from Syria, with a sort of claw on the 
wing, was distinguished by the late Prince of Canino as M. 
dactyloptera. 

The next group is that of the true Thrushes ; and here, again, we 
find now recognised two divisions, the one typified by the Song 
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Thrush of Europe, and the other instituted for the Fieldfare and 
various Thrushes with the plumage less spotted. 


Gen. PLANEsTICUS, Bonap. 


_ Char.—Bill much asin Turdus, usually pale-colored, and, perhaps, 
slightly more compressed; 2nd quill sub-cqual to the 5th, shorter 
than 3rd and 4th; outer webs of 3rd, 4th, and 5th quills much 
emarginate ; toes more unequal, the middle toe more elongate, and - 
the laterals short. 

The group, formerly separated, without a generic name, by Bona- 
parte, under the title of Turdi erratici, may be said to be interme- 
diate to the Blackbirds and the true spotted Thrushes, 

They generally have the plumage more colored in masses, 
but spotted on the breast in a few, and they are said to be more 
gregarious and migratory than the true Thrushes. Gray, in his last 
list of genera, makes Bonaparte’s genus synonymous with Cichlopsis 
of Cabanis; but, ashe gives Zurdus aurantius, Gmelin, from the 
West Indies as the type, I shall here retain the Prince’s name. 


364. Planesticus ruficollis, Parnas. 


Turdus apud Panuas, Zool. Ross. As., pl.—Buiytu, Cat. 940— 
Horsr. Cat. 371—GovLpD, Birds of Asia, pl. 67—T. erythrurus, 
Honpeson. 


Tue Rep-TaiItep Turusn. 


Deser.—Male, above, and the ear-coverts, pale cigzreous-brown ; 
lores dark brown; eye-streak, fore-neck and breast, under wing- 
coverts, and tail, deep ferruginous, the tip of the latter and the 
outer webs of a few of the central feathers, brown; under-parts, 
from the breast, white, slightly sullied with pale brown. 
. The female has the throat albescent, with rufous lines, and a row 
of dusky spots on each side; the eye-streak is ‘whitish; the. ferru- 
ginous hue of the breast is lighter, and there is more ad and legs 
tnfous on the tail. 

' Bill dusky, more or less yellow at the base and gape; jee pale 
brown ; irides brown. Length 10 inches; wing 54; tail 4; tarsus 14. 
. ,This Thrush has, by some, been considered to be a variety of the 
_ next, P, airogularis ; but it is generally regarded as.distinct. It has 
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been found in various parts of the Himalayas, Nepal, and Bootan ; 
but I did not procure it at Darjeeling, and it is probably found 
more in the interior of the hills. It is chiefly a bird of Siberia 
and Northern Asia, migrating to the south in winter. They are 
said by Pallas to live in forests, to associate in flocks, except when 
breeding, and to have a fine song. 


365. Planesticus atrogularis, Tema. 


Turdus apud Temminck—Buytu, Cat. 939—Horsr., Cat. 272 
—GovuLp, Birds of Europe, pl. 75—T. dubius, Becustein.— 
Mach-reycha, Beng. (hence ‘ Richell Thrush’ of Laruam.) 


The BLACK-THROATED THRUSH. 


Deser.— Above, pale cinereous-brown; wings and tail darker . 
brown ; tail occasionally tinged with rufous ; beneath, the throat 
albescent-brownish, with some undefined dark markings, the 
centre of each feather being dark, and lower down these coalesce 
and form a broad dark brown, or blackish, pectoral gorget ; the 
rest, beneath, pale cinereous-white, a few of the feathers next the 
breast centred or barred with dusky; under wing-coverts rusty ; 
lower tail-coverts indistinctly barred with brown and rusty. 

The female wants the pectoral gorget, but has the breast buff, 
mixed with dusky, and some brown strie on the sides of the 
throat and breast; the abdomen, too, is whiter than in the male, 
and the lower tuil-coverts are buffy-white- 

Bill yellow, dusky at the tip ; orbits yellow; legs horny-yellow- 
brown; irides dark brown. Length 104 inches ; extent 17 ; wah 
5}; tail 49; bill at front §. 

This (Thrush is found throughout the Himalayas, inhabiting the 
higher ranges in the interior, in summer, but descending to the. 
lower ranges in winter ; and it is even occasionally found in. the 
plains of Lower Bengal. Mr. Blyth records its having been shot 
at Barrackpore, near Calcutta. I found it not uncommon tear 
Darjeeling in winter. It keeps to the more open woods, at.a evel 
from 3,000 to 8,000 feet, and is occagionally seen on roads and. 
pathways. It feeds both on insects and berries. Gray. gives. this 
species as the type of -Cichloides,. Kaup. "egal RS 
3.x 
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366. Planesticus fuscatus, Pau. 


Turdus, apud Pautas—T. Naumanni, ScHLEGEL—T. eunomus, 
Temm., Pl. Col., 514—Bryrn, Cat. 938—T, Playfairi, Buytu. 


Tue Dusxy Turuss. 


Descr.— Male, with the head dusky dark brown, and a white 
supercilium ; ear-coverts dark brown; the rest of the plumage 
above rufescent-brown, with the wings and tail dusky; beneath, 
and the sides of the neck, white, with a brown streak on the sides 
of the neck, and numerous wide brown spots on the breast and the 
sides of the abdomen. 

The female is ruddy-brown above ; the crown and ear-coverts 
dusky ; a whitish eye-streak; throat, and the middle of the belly, 
white, the sides of the throat with dusky lines; breast and flanks 
brown, with pale margins to the feathers; axillaries ferruginous. 

Length 8} inches; wing 5; tail 2}; bill at front 335; tareus 1}. 

The Dusky Thrush appears to inhabit Northern and Central 
Asia, extending into China and Japan; and is a very rare winter 
visitant to the N. W. Himalayas. It is considered by some to 
be the same as 7. dubius, Naumann, (figd. in Gould, Birds of 
Europe, pl. 79), but Prince Bonaparte denies this. 


367. Planesticus pilaris, Lrv. 


Turdus apud Linnaus—GovLp, Birds of Europe, pl. 76— 
Buyra, Cat. 941—Horsr., Cat. 270. 


Tur FIeELpFARE. 


Descr.—Head, back of neck, rump, and upper tail-coverts, grey ; 
mantle ‘dull chesnut-brown; wings and tail dusky-brown;. chin, 
throat, and breast, tinged ferruginous, with longitudinal streaks of 
dark brown, passing on the sides of the breast and body into 
transverse and cordate spots and blotches ; abdomen and vent white, 
with afew brown markings, chiefly on the flanks. 

Bill yellow, with a dusky tip; legs pale brownish ; irides brown, 
Length 11 inches; wing 6; tail 4; bill at fromt #; tarsus 1}. 

The Ficldfare of Europe has been receu#y found, though once 
only, at Simla, in the N. W. Himalayas.” ‘dams tecords that it i is 
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tolerably common in the oak and. pine-forests of Cashmere, but 
only, I presume, in the winter. The Fieldfare, as is well known, 
is gregarious in its habits. According to Gray, Kaup proposed for 
this bird the generic name of Arceuthornis; but whether liniited to 
this, or synonymous with Planesticus, I know not. 


Other Eastern Thrushes of this group are T. rufulus, Eyton 
(onodestus, Blyth), from Burmah, the Malayan peninsula, ue the 
Andaman islands ; 7’. pallidus, Gmel. (daulias, Temin.), P. C . 515, 
from China, which, judging from the figure, appears to be some- 
thing similar to Merula castanea; ZY. obscurus, Gmel. (pallens, 
Pallas), from the North of Asia and China, and which has been 
killed in Europe; and T. chrysolaus, Temm., from Japan and China, 
already alluded to. There are several African Thrushes, and many 
in America. 

Gen. Turpvs, Lin. (as restricted.) 


Char.—Bill moderate, straight at the base; gently curving at the 
tip, which is distinctly notched , rictal bristles short; wings long, 
with the 3rd and 4th primaries nearly equal, the 2nd alittle shorter; 
tarsus rather short ; feet moderate, claws sliyhtly curved, small. 

The true Thrushes, as typified by the Missel Thrush and the 
Mavis, or Song Thrush of Europe, are represented in India by two 
species, only found in the Himalayas during the winter. They 
have the body bencath much spotted, and the back plain. 


368. Turdus Hodgsoni, Larresnays. 
T. viscivorus, Lin., var.,—BuyTu, Cat. 934—Honrsr., Cat. 268. 


Ta HimaLayaNn MISseL-TRRUSH. 


Deser.—Above, pale earthy-brown, with white edgings’on the 
feathers of the middle and greater wing-coverts and of the primary 
quills; beneath ferruginous-white, with deep brown streaks and 
drops, narrow on the throat, wider and somewhat cordate -on the 
breast and belly ; all the tail-feathers, except the centrals, withthe 
tips and part of the outer webs, whitish, and with some faint dusky 
bands on their inner webs. 

Bill. dusky ; legs dugky-yellow. . Length nearly lL inches ; aving 
Ss tail 44; bili at fromt nearly 7; tarsus 1g. 
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This bird, which so closely resembles the Missé] Thrushof Europe, 
has been separated on account of its larger size ;. the bill is longer ; 
the colour less rufous above, and less tinged with ferruginous 
beneath, and the throat and breast are also lessstreaked. It has only 
been taken in the N. W. Himalayas. Specimens from Mussooree 
and Kumaon are in our Museums. I did not procure it in 


Sikhim. 
369. Turdus iliacus, Lrwzus. 
‘GouLD, Birds of Europe, pl. 78—Bryru, Cat. 937. 
Tue Repwine THRUSA. 


Deser. -Above pale brown, with a whitish eyestreak, and the 
edges of the wing-coverts and quills tipped pale; beneath white, 
tinged with ferruginous in parts, and with a dark brown neck-stripe, 
and streaks of brown on the chin, throat, breast, and sides of 
abdomen; the sides of the neck, below the nape, pale ferrugin- 
ous; a patch of bright rufous beneath each wing, and on the 
flanks. 

Bill dusky ; legs yellow-brown ; irides brown. Length 84 to 9 
inches; wing 42; tail 3; bill at front §; tarsus 14. 


The Redwing pas been lately found in the N. W. Himalayas, 
but very rarely. But in Kohat, as 1 am assured by Mr. Blyth, 
according to a very good observer, the late Lieut.,Trottér, it is a 
regular winter visitant in large flocks. Bonaparte states that the 
oriental bird differs slightly from the European one, but he has not 
bestowed upon it a separate specific name. 

‘There. are no other.true Thrushes, spotted beneath, recorded 
from the. East ; but there are one or two from Africa. 


Gen. OrEocrncia, Gould. 


Char: Bill nnn lengthened, strong, moderately hooked ‘at 
‘the tip and n tghed ¢ wing Jong, 3rd aad 4th quills longest ; tail 
in some species with fourteen feathers, in others with twelve; toes 


long ; ‘Bumage so soft and lk, usually mottled above and spotted 
“Beneath. 
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370. Oreocincla mollissima, Bryra. 

Turdus apud Burrs, J. A. S., XL, 185~Buyra, Cat. 931— 
Horsr., Cat. 267—T. rostratus and T. oreocincloides, Hopason— 
T. Hodgsonii, Homerer—Phanaiok-kiok-pho, Lepch.— Telina- 
kanrim, Bhot. 


Tae PuAIn-BACKED Mountain Torus 


~ Deser.—Uniform rich olive-brown above, with a slight tinge of - 

orange; wing-coverts aud tertiaries margined paler; the greater 
coverts tipped with black; the inner webs of the primaries dusky, 
the outer emarginate; under surface of wing marked black and 
white; the four central feathers of the tail brown; the outermost 
pair albescent-brown with whitish tips, the two next having succes- 
sively less white at the tip, and the remainder of the tail being 
blackish; under parts clear fulvous-white, deeper on the breast 
and whitish along the centre of the belly ; very richly spotted with 
deep black, more densely so than O. dauma ; the spots are triangu- 
lar on the throat, neck and breast; broad, transverse, and crescen- 
tic, below the breast; the orbits and eye-streak pale fulvous. 

Bill dusky, yellowish at the base of the lower martdible; legs 
light brown; irides hazel-brown. Length 94 inches; wing 5%; tail 
4; bill at front 2 ; tarsus 13 ; 3rd and 4th primaries equal and longest. 

This Thrush, by its plain-coloured back, evidently liffks the true 
Thrushes to the Mountain Thrushes. Mr. Blyth named it mollisst- 
mus, when hg considered it as simply a Turdus; for it is not more 
soft in its plumage than the other Oreocincle, perhaps indeed less go, 

It is not uncommon about Darjeeling. I have generally found 
it feeding on the ground, in small parties, on a rather bare spot on 
the very summit of some hill, and flying into the brushwod’.when 
disturbed. I have found it chiefly at from 4,000 to 8,000 feet. It 
feeds on insects and berries. It extends throughout the Himalayas ; 
for it has been procured both in Nepal and Kumaon, as wel as in 
Sikhim. : 


371. Oreocincla dauma, Lasitiay 


Turdus apud Larnam —Biyrn, Cat. 932—Honrsr., Cae. 266— 
Oreocinela parvirostris, GoULD, Birds of aes pl. 81—Turdus 
varius, JERDON, Cat. 85. 
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‘Tar SMALL-BILLED Mountain Tifevsn. 

Deser.—Above rich pale olive brown, each feather tipped black, 
and with a light spot in the centre bordering the black; loles, 
cheeks, and ear-coverts, whitish, the latter tipped dusky, and fulvous 
posteriorly ; quills dusky at the end, with a narrow and partial mar- 
gin of light brown, and.a pale streak near their base, where they are 
white beneath; primary coverts black-tipped; the other coverts 
tipped fulvous; beneath white, tinged with fulvons on the throat 
and breast, and each feather with a narrow band of deep brown 
or black, most numerous on the breast, few on the middle of the 
abdomen, and obsolete on the vent and under tail-coverts. 

‘Bill brownish-dusky ; Jegs and feet brownish-yellow ; irides dark 
‘hazel-brown ; the 3rd quill is the longest, and the 5th slightly 
longer than 2nd. Length about 102 inches ; ; wing 54 = 32 ; 
bill at front 48,3 tarsus 1,%,. 

This very elegant and beautifully-marked Thrush is tolerably 
common throughout the Himalayas, and, during the cold season, 
descends to the plains. It is not uncommon in Lower Bengal. I 
first procured it in the jungles south of Cuttack, on the Chilka lake, 
and afterwards in the Wynaad jungle, and also near Saugor in Central 
India. It probably extends its summer migrations far North and 
West, for it has been killed in England and it is known to inhabit 
Northern Asia and Japan. n is very partial to bamboo jungles, 
feeding on the ground, and flying up into the bamboos or other trees. 
Tts food does not differ from that of other Thrushes. I feund fruit and 
seed in those which I examined. Its flight is rapid and elegant. 


372. Oreocincla nilgiriensis, Biyru. 


J. A.S., XL, 7, 181.—Biytu, Cat. 990—JERDON, 2nd Suppl. 
Cat. 85 bis—T. varius apud Jerpon, Suppl. Cat. 95 bis. 


Tus NEILGHERRY THRUSH. 


eee deep olive-brown, each feather edged black ; 
lores pale, white and fulvous ; ear-coverts datk, the feathers 
centred pale; quills rafescent olive-brown, dusky within ; primary 
| with black, and some of the median and greater 
soverty i pped fulvous ; beneath white, faintly tinged with fulvons, 
wad with numerous close and wide banda of rich deep brown’ én 
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the throat and breast, fewer and: more distant on. the: abdor 
larger on the flanks, and nearly wanting on the vent and tpder: 
tail-coverts. 8 

Length .103 inches; wing 5}; tail 3}; tarsus Lyi bil at. 
front 1,5 (at gape 14). 

This fine, strong-billed, Thrush has, as yet, been only found in 
the dense woods on the summits of the Neilgherrid8, where, how- 
_ every it is nat very common, It has a most rich and charming 
song. It is chiefly found on the higher woods, and never comes 
out to the open, like the Neilgherry Blackbird. 

This Thrush, by its large and strong bill, approximates a good 
deal to Zoothera, 

Other species of Oreocincla, from the East, are—O, inframar- 
ginata, Blyth, from the Audamans, of moderate size, and with the 
bill small y O. spiloptera, Bl., from Ceylon, small, with the bill large 
and strong, and, like mollissima, with the upper plumage plain ; 
O. Horsfieldii, Bonap. (varius apud Horsfield), from Java; and 
Bonaparte also (Compt. Rend.) gives O. varia from Siberia, and 
O. Heinii, Cabanis, from Japan. 

One species is found in Australia, and another in Tasmania, if 
these be really different. 

Mimus (the American Mocking-bird genus), usually , placed 
among the Thrushes, has been located by Bonaparte among the 
Timaline ; and, 1 think, rightly so. 
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